1st X1 reports – 2010
Friendly – Ufford Park – Lost by 4 runs
A typical start of season game, with plenty of rustiness evident and the weather lovely and hot! Batting first, Ufford built the total steadily before AJ claimed the 1st wicket of the season by trapping the opener LBW. Kieran followed soon after with his 1st, before Ross gave various players an opportunity to turn their arm over. Pharaoh took a wicket as did Fitzy and Gaz, but it was the spritely Dennis “DK” Compton that stole the show with a deadly, miserly spell of 5-12 from 5 overs. Ufford were all out for 146. In reply we got off to the sort of start the skipper would have had nightmares over, Cracks, Bambs and Gaz all out for 0 leaving Ross & Fitz to rebuild. Time was in abundance, so they took their time only to see Ross top edge one straight up for 13 and Fitz do similar for 25. Enter DK – ably assisted by Pharoah (22) the winning post started to come into sight as he punished the bad balls and kept out the good ones. Jason went LBW and AJ was bowled leaving DK to try and sneak us home with KJ. The pair added 31 and DK had just got his 50 when they mistakenly thought a DK shot had gone for 4, jogged one and left KJ on strike. He was playing sensibly, leaving the ball outside off, but the wily bowler got one to turn big time and bowled him with just 4 wanted. DK 5 wkts and a 50 not out – not a bad start at all!

Rutland League – March Town – won by 6 wickets

Fish, AJ and DK bowled really tightly at the start to restrict March’s top order, but with wickets in hand they started to build what looked like a very big total. Aussie pro – Wilcox – was smartly stumped by Cracks off Rosco to break the stand at which point wickets fell steadily. Only Tombs with 84 threatened to shake off the shackles but he was brilliantly run out by Gaz when on 84. In the end the innings closed on 183 for 8 with AJ & DK the most successful with 2 each. In reply, we again lost early wickets at the top, with Cracks and Wack picking up another duck each & Bambs only 4. Thankfully this time, Rosco was dropped early on and he made them pay by smashing 5x 6 and 11x 4 on his way to a match-winning 101 not out. He was ably supported by Gaz (27) and Fitzy 39 not out but it was Rosco’s day, topped off by the fact that Niecey was finally there to see him get a ton! A great way to start the season, in what is expected to be a very tough league.
Hunts league – Old Eastonians – Won by 20 runs

A really close game to start the Hunts season off, with the balance of power swinging regularly. Put in on a track that offered plenty early on, Newborough lost 2 early wickets in falling to 24 for 2. Bambs & Rosco re-built the innings and runs began to flow as they started to get on top of the bowling. The outfield was lush and value for shots was not always forthcoming, but boundaries began to arrive. Bambs was showing a good return to form and passed 50 and Ross looked as though he would make it 3 50's on the trot as he was in great nick. Unfortunately he found the only fielder on the fence to fall for 24 just when the momentum was building. Fitzy joined Bambs and they kept up the pace and it looked certain that Bambs was going to record a brilliant century, but with overs ticking away he fell agonisingly one run short, trapped LBW on 99 by one that kept low Fez took an eternity (a la Rudi Koertzen!) to put the finger up but in the end he rightly fired him.  The innings fell away dramatically after that as we tried to get maximum points, with 5 wickets falling in 3 mad overs, including Fitz for a good 33. In the end we finished on 198. In reply, AJ and Fish bowled really well at the top against a powerful batting side. Jason took a good catch off AJ to get the early breakthrough, but after that wickets were hard to come by. After a couple of close shouts and a dropped catch, Jason finally got the crucial wicket of captain Lilley for 46 and when Gaz struck in his 1st over, the momentum changed again. The run rate started to climb and DK/Gaz took further wickets as only Pearson stood firm. Fish took a brilliant one-handed catch that only he could have reached (everyone else would have needed a ladder) as the rate moved into double-figures. DK (4-38) and AJ bowled well at the death to see us home by 20 runs. Only downside was match-winner Bambs pulling his hamstring, which may keep him out for a couple of weeks.
Rutland League -  Nassington – Won by 4 wkts

A typical Newborough day – freezing cold with a gale blowing! AJ – skipper for the first time – won the toss and put Nass in. He got a wicket early doors when he trapped Beacons team mate LBW for 0. Overseas pro – Danny De Saram & young Tom Norman kept the board ticking but when KJ and Rosco removed both, the momentum swung back t us. DK claimed two more victims with his wily spin and Pharaoh chipped in with 2 wickets as well, as Nass failed to really get going. Dan Bandaranike top scored with 42, before pulling AJ straight to Wack. Despite 4 dropped catches, the target was only 183. Andy C promoted from the 2’s went for his first NCC duck and when DK & Ross went cheaply, we were 39 for 3. Cracks thankfully ha d found his lost form and was hitting boundaries galore and he had 54 with Will Compton (also up from the 2’s) before the latter went for 12. Enter the newly-wed Andy French, freshly back from honeymoon! He played a match-changing innings by hitting 4x 4 and 1 huge 6 as he raced to 45 before being out to one that kept low. Cracks passed 50 and took us to within touching distance of another win when he too was LBW to one that stayed low on an increasingly tired pitch. Thankfully e were close enough to the line that even a heavy shower couldn’t stop the win, which Wack & Pharaoh accomplished without too much fuss. Wack ended up 13 not out, which was his first runs of the season.

Hunts league – Dean (won as Dean conceded)

Rutland League – Finedon Dolben – Lost by 51 runs

At the start of the season this was one of those games that you pencil in for bonus points and a win would be rather a bonus and so it proved against a side that pay in Northants Premier League on Saturdays. Finedon won the toss and decided to bat and their power was evident as all 4 top order batters got 40+. Rosco AJ and Gaz all picked up 3wkts each as we managed to bowl them out for 223. We needed a good start and unfortunately this didn’t happen as although Wack got a belligerent 33, Cracks, DK and Rosco all failed. Gaz struck an excellent 71 in the middle order, but nobody could stay with him for any length of time. Spinner Hearne collected a 5-for as we finished up 51 short on 172 (just 3 away from another point) and our first defeat of the season. Still, we managed 8 points, which was respectable.

Hunts League – Huntingdon – lost by 51 runs

Well, it was a case of déjà vu again at Huntingdon as we lost yet again at our least favourite hunting ground. Having won the toss, we thought the gods might smile on us for a change, but we were wrong as numerous edges, both inside and outside flew across the rapid outfield for boundaries. Despite not bowling badly both openers had gone for 5 or 6 an over. KJ got the breakthrough in the 11th over by removing both openers, one bowled the other caught by Rosco. Runs kept coming though and even the introduction of Gaz & Pharaoh didn’t slow things up, with matter snot helped by AJ dropping Roger Black just before drinks. Thankfully the magic of drinks worked again as Cracks brilliantly stumped Black off AJ and then Gaz and AJ made it 3 in 5 overs. Pharaoh got a deserved couple of wickets and they were suddenly 7 down. Unfortunately they rode their luck with the edges still eluding the stumps but not the boundary. Despite Gaz getting another 2 to finish with 3 wkts, the final total of 221 was a challenging one.

In reply, we lost Wack for 4 and Gaz and debutant Paul Garrett for ducks. Cracks went soon after playing on for 10 and it was down to Rosco & Fitzy again. They started slowly, but then started to turn the screw with Fitzy cutting beautifully and Rosco smashing Black out of the attack. Our bad luck continued when Rosco nicked one back on to his stumps – had he had a Hunts shirt on he would probably have still been batting! Our afternoon got worse after that as the peace and tranquillity was shattered by the arrival of a 1980’s style lurid tracksuit worn by Freddie Khan. He is so loud he could probably perform at the 02 arena without a microphone! Fitzy tried his best to keep him quiet, but having reached 58, he unluckily picked out the man on the boundary who took a good catch. More shouting and hollering ensued as well as some on the field coaching of the overseas pro – Marrion  - as the end approached rapidly. Having dispatched the spinner with a very dubious action for a couple of boundaries, Fish was out to a brilliant, instinctive caught & bowled and when the last wicket fell we were 5 short of another point. That said, some of the results went for us and we came away still top of the league!
Rutland league – Uppingham – Lost by 2 runs
I wasn’t at the game, but apparently it was a case of dropped catches costing us the match, as we dropped their number 8 when he was not very many and he went on to get 70 and led the visitors to 166. Kieran picked up his first 5 wicket haul for the 1st team finishing with 5-39 and DK as economical as ever with 2-22 from 11. In reply, Cracks and Coops both got starts before getting out as did Rosco (30) and Gaz (44), but nobody else got going until late on when DK got 11 and Jason 13 not out. Unfortunately with the winning line tantalisingly in sight Jason got stranded at the non-strikers end and we lost by 2 runs. Definitely one that got away with skipper Gaz stating afterwards that ‘if we’d held our catches we would have bowled them out for 90’. Ah well, always next week.

Hunts league – Waresley – Lost by 4 wickets

Starting to sound like a dodgy fisherman, but this was ‘another one that got away’. Batting first on the hottest day of the year, minus Rosco who was back in Thorney, diligently awaiting the imminent arrival of Harris junior, we started well with Bambs looking in imperious form. Cracks on the other hand was struggling to time it. At first drinks break, the pair had added over 70 of which Bambs had got 46 and Cracks 11. Unfortunately the drinks jinks struck again as Bambs edged one behind to miss out on another milestone after his earlier 99. Gaz strode purposefully to the wicket and immediately started to play in the style that got him his ton on this ground last year. Cracks went for 28 also caught behind by possibly the loudest keeper in the league – good luck when Huntingdon visit and Freddie plays!! – bringing Fitz to the crease. He was just starting to get going and a big total loomed when he was given out LBW for 10. Gaz went on to get his 50, before deciding that it was too hot to bat which lead to him kicking the ball on to his stumps, dislodging the off bail. From there on in, the tail did not wag as inexperience showed and we collapsed to 194 all out, which from 149 for 2 was disappointing and about 30 short on that wicket. In reply AJ bowled a superb first spell where he constantly beat the bat and kept the batsmen honest, conceding just 5 runs from his first 7 overs. KJ started well but got a bit of tap as he tired being replaced by Jason the ‘no-ball king’ who really struggled up the hill. Sam replaced AJ and wickets fell almost immediately as dead-eye Fitz hit one stump and Sam then bowled the other opener 3 balls later. Pharaoh then took a wicket and Sam got another LBW as the score became 62 for 4. Unfortunately our paucity for dropping catches was soon to return and the 18th over was the pivotal point as two easy catches went down off Jason. Fitzy bowled the dangerous Boshy to make it 99 for 5, but from thereon it was downhill as some big hitting saw them move nearer to the target. AJ returned up the hill and finally got a reward by bowling Collings for 51, but it was too late as Hooley smacked 3 huge sixes to race them to victory. A case of what might have been.
Rutland league – Oakham – lost by 6 wickets
Another baking hot day and with half the team out until the early hours the toss was crucial. Gaz won it and we batted – again minus the expectant Rosco. Cracks and Coops opened up and Coops hit 4 boundaries off the quickies including a brilliant hook and a sumptuous cover drive before being out for 17. Gaz went in next and was batting well before being undone on 25 by Huxtable whose 1st 2 overs saw him take 1-0. Bambs strode slowly to the wicket and having initially struggled against the spinner suddenly unleashed a series of lovely shots as Huxtable went for 39 off his last 14 balls and the quickie returned. Cracker was playing majestically at the other end and reached a deserved 50 with a tickle round the corner. Just as we looked set to push on Bambs tore his hamstring pulling another 4 and had to retire hurt. The engine room never really fired apart from Wack who rolled back the years with a series of pulls, drives and old fashioned bludgeons. Matt & Dunc chipped in with a boundary apiece but it was Wack who got the total to 240 with 14 off the last over including a massive 6 over cover to finish 38 not out. Brilliant stuff and hugely entertaining. Unfortunately Bambs’ injury was too bad to field and we had to go with 10, which on that outfield and wicket was going to be tough. AJ again showed his mettle in a great opening spell of 1-6 in 5 overs and it could have been even better had Cracks been able to hold on to a really sharp chance off Wills. That was as good as it got for a long time as the batters piled on the runs, punishing any bad ball and always seeming to find the huge gaps – what a difference one man makes! Gaz tried 7 bowlers in an attempt to get a breakthrough and for a while they were behind the rate, but they suddenly cut loose and runs flowed freely. To be fair no-one gave up and although some of the fielding was below par, the majority gave 110% throughout. Jason stuck to his task brilliantly and got 2 wickets his efforts deserved, the first a catch from Matt the 2nd a clean bowled following a drop by Matt! Dunc picked up a caught and bowled in a rare spell but it was too little too late as they got home by 6 wickets with 5 overs to go. A valiant effort but to no avail.
Hunts League – Alconbury – Rained off
Rutland League – Market Overton – Lost by 7 wickets
Seldom has there been such a crucial toss as this one. Following yesterday’s rain the square was damp and the track under-prepared as it had to be cut/rolled in the morning (although was probably due to the intended track still being wet from the previous day when water seeped under the covers). The way luck has been going for us this year, it was a certainty that their skipper would call right and he did! We were put in and with the ball doing all sorts batting was extremely difficult. Hodson took 6-21 as we were routed for just 107, with Gaz collecting a first ball and DK also in the pond. In reply the wicket got slowly better and they got home by 7 wickets, albeit it took them 31 overs to reach the modest target. 

Hunts League  – Sawtry – Won by 27 runs.
We finally broke the sequence of recent losses and secured a crucial win that keeps us in touch at the top. Batting first on a very hot, humid day, Fish survived a massive shot for caught behind early on, but Fez was unmoved and said it was bat on ground, which didn’t go down well with a couple of the opposition. Having played a couple of lovely shots, he was trapped LBW, with Fez this time finding in the bowler’s favour. Cracks and Gaz then set about building a steady stand of 36 before in the last over before 1st drinks, Cracks got a top edge to a little work around the corner and was caught low down at fine leg for a good 38. Rosco was unable to replicate his hero KP’s batting performance on becoming a new dad and fell for just 1, bringing the busy Fitzy to the crease. At 78 -3 we were in a spot of bother, but the 2 of them played beautifully with good running, solid defence and cracking boundaries. Fitzy took the lead role and hit 2 maximums on his way to 33 before he was caught off Bonsall. Wack followed him back 2 balls later caught in the pond leaving Gaz fearfully of being stranded. Having gone serenely to his 50 and having had about 20 ice poles and umpteen iced drinks, he didn’t want his efforts to go to waste. He needn’t have worried as Jason played a good albeit brief cameo, hitting 1 six and 1 four in 18, before being caught going for another big one. DK strolled to the crease with about 6 overs to go and the score on a less than sufficient 178. With Gaz (by now getting hotter and hotter) they svelte pair added 56 in an unbroken stand that was to prove crucial. The only issue was whether Gaz could get a well-deserved 100. He finished the 44th over on 97 and everyone was on edge as to whether DK could get him on strike. Alas DK had 2 misses and a boundary before he got a single, leaving Gaz 2 balls to get 3. He made good contact with the next ball only to pick out the man on the fence and had to settle for just a single. His 98 not out was a brilliant knock in the circumstances and much needed for the team. Puggy finished on 15 not out as we totalled 234 for 6. In reply, Rosco bowled like a man possessed and took out his frustration of the1st innings on the batsmen. He bowled quick and hostile and claimed 2 wickets, one of which was a key one of Chapman. Puggy got rid of Davis, which brought our old nemesis Bonsall to the crease and he batted superbly, mixing solid defence with big hitting. Rosco kept swapping his bowlers about in the heat as Nelson rode his luck. Kieran got some tap in his 2 overs and AJ’s first over went for loads before settling into a better rhythm. Nelson had reached 59 when Lawty finally got a breakthrough, having him superbly caught on the boundary by Fitzy when another 6 looked on the cards. Pharaoh claimed another wicket and all of a sudden the game hinged on Bonsall. If we could get him out we would win, if not Sawtry would. Luckily, a drinks break broke his concentration and he holed out to Pharaoh, caught by Fitzy on the ropes for an excellent 74. Rosco came back and got a 3rd wicket – thanks to a great diving catch by Nemo, to finish on 3-24 and Jason got his 3rd courtesy of an AJ catch. With overs ticking away, the game was won when AJ took the last 2 wickets in eight balls. A crucial win that hopefully will re-start our momentum.
Hunts League – Eaton Socon (home) – Won by 1 wicket

After last week’s win, we did keep the momentum going but it was mighty close! Rosco won the toss and inserted the oppo and our young attack of AJ and Nemo struck immediately with AJ (1-30) getting the opener and then Nemo (2-7 from 7) adding numbers 3 and 4 to leave them 16 for 3. KJ bowled well and kept it tight in his 4 overs and Pharaoh did the same when he came on, but it was Fitzy that made the next breakthrough, with 2-20 in his 5 overs. Rosco rotated his bowlers well but Reedman & Dawborn dug in and ground out a stubborn stand of 73 that threatened to take the game away from us. However veteran DK broke the stand thanks to a catch by Jason to dismiss Dawborn for 39, but they rallied again before Lawty came to the party - big time! He got rid of Reedman for 42 and then took the first hat-trick of his career to wrap up the innings in style. He finished on a brilliant 4-35 and they ended up on 158. Nemo carried his good form with ball into his batting as he added 60 with Cracks for the opening partnership, before being caught for 34. Gaz was in the pond and with Rosco (13), Fitz (8) and Wack (3) all removed cheaply, the engine room had failed and we were stuttering along. Cracks passed 50 yet again for the season, with his effort being even better for the fact that he got cramp and had to have a runner. Unfortunately he fell for an excellent 61 and when DK went we were 136 for 7. Pharaoh and AJ took the total to 150 before Jason was bowled for 13. AJ added 7 to leave us 2 short when Humpty gave Lawty out LBW to set up an even more tense finish as we had our 2 youngest players at the crease and 1 over to get 2 runs. Victory was achieved 2 balls later as AJ kept his cool and hit a boundary to finish 12 not out and give us a much needed win. Childerley was their most successful bowler with 3-38 in a very good game of cricket.
Rutland league – Yaxley (away) – Won by 1 wicket.
This was a case of déjà vu as we again won by 1 wicket off the 2nd ball of the last over! Given our recent troubles in this league, this was a vital win against our close rivals who themselves – surprisingly- have failed to win a game in this division this year. Yaxley opted to bat and although the openers struggled at times against Nemo and AJ, the breakthrough wouldn’t come as our old problem of dropping catches started to re-surface. Nemo finally got his man when Fitz caught Edwards for 43 and then followed it with another to finish with 2-51. Lawty (1-57) claimed his old foe – Dave Stratton for 44 – clean bowling him having just been hit for a 4 and a 6 in successive balls. KJ (1-14) nipped out their keeper Nilesh and the door seemed open. Unfortunately some unorthodox hitting from Rob Clarke (52 not out) got them up to 204 for 8. AJ finished his spell with 3-43. The wicket was good and the outfield fast as we set off in pursuit. Wack went for 8, yorked, having just creamed one to the fence and then Fitzy and Ross both went for 17 when just starting to get going. The total became 80 for 4 soon after as Nurse was in the pond when spooning a catch to square leg. Cracks went past 50 again, but then steered a wide one straight to gully on 54 to leave us 104 for 5. Crucially the runs had come reasonably quickly and we were not that far behind the rate. Gaz was now our main hope, although he was struggling with a sore back, hence why he dropped down the order. Despite only getting 5, Nemo helped to add 33 before being cleaned up by the returning Edwards. Pharaoh went soon after to leave us 150 for 7. Gaz was still there and found a solid ally in AJ, who ran brilliantly to keep the board ticking and Gaz on strike. Gaz had the bit well and truly between his teeth as ha passed his 50. The stand kept on going and the rate came down to just 5 an over as he hit 9x 4 and 1x6. With just 11 needed AJ was bowled – much to Gaz’s frustration – for 7 but the pair had added 44. KJ also ran well and did well to keep out a Yorker as we went into the last 2 overs needing 7. Stratts came on and only conceded 3, but Gaz was on strike as the last over started. Unfortunately he couldn’t see us home as he nicked one behind for a brilliant 74. Lawty strode to the wicket with the game on a knife edge and thick with tension. Never fear, he portrayed a player that was calm as you like and when the bowler put it right in his slot (wide outside off) he smashed it over point for 4 to win the game! Brilliant game of cricket played in a great spirit by two sets of players that know each other well.
Hunts League – Orton Park (home) – Won by 7 wickets

A convincing win over a weak Orton Park side saw us go top of the table again. Deciding to bat first they struggled against AJ and Nemo and it was no surprise when Adam Morris snicked one to Cracks off Nemo (1-31). Then came a bit of a rally as Ikhlaq and Wright added 30-odd before Lawty got them both in his 3rd over, the first courtesy of very sharp work by Cracks. Lawty went on to claim his usual 4-for (4-28), but it should have been a Michelle as AJ shelled 2 catches off his old mate. At the other end Rosco had a good run out with the ball, taking 3-36 from 12 including 5 maidens and another stumping for Cracks. Pharaoh then claimed a couple of quick wickets against his old team, to wrap it up at 134. In reply, Cracks got 2 off the first over and the team were a little restless after Killer played out 5 dots, but they needn't have worried as the next one disappeared over the ropes! Cracks then smashed 3 boundaries in the next over and we were off in pursuit of our 27 over target for maximum points. Cracks went for 17 and then Gaz & Fitz went cheaply to leave us in a mini-wobble at 54 for 3. Enter Pharaoh... Him and Killer added 81 in 10 overs to see us home in the 22nd over. Killer was unbeaten on 57 with 7x4 and 2x 6 whilst Jase was 41 not out with 4x 4 and 2x6. A good win!
Rutland League – Finedon Dolben (away) – Lost by 101 runs

As has been the case this year, lady luck was not with us as the hosts were short of players the night before, forcing them to turn to 3 of their Northants Premier team to make up 11. At undoubtedly the nicest grounds we will play on all year, possibly for some years, they batted first and our cause was not helped when Gaz shelled a routine chance in the slips in the first over. Nemo struck the first blow courtesy of a catch by Pharaoh but after that it was hard work on an excellent deck and lightning fast outfield. AJ took the next wicket with a caught & bowled but then Aussie pro Clint Tomlinson took charge. Gaz successfully appealed an LBW decision, but then called the batsman back as he felt he hit it! He eventually got his man with another LBW, with Stu Coleman unusually rapid with the finger.. The home team were firmly in charge though and even though KJ got a caught and bowled as well and Gaz got another rapid LBW, Tomlinson was still scoring heavily. AJ came back and got another wicket but after that it was carnage as Tomlinson decided to go for it in the alst 3 overs. Lawty was given the very short straw of coming back from a respectable first spell of 0-27 from 5 and received some horrible treatment, getting battered for 41 from his last 2 as Tomlinson raced past 100. He ended up on 115 not out and they closed on 287 for 6 with former Northants pro Andy Roberts 22 not out the other end.

 

In reply Gaz unexpectedly changed the batting order about and opened himself. Despite hitting the first ball for 4, he was out 2 balls later tamely chipping to point. Cracks, Nemo & Pharaoh - nursing a very sore shoulder as a result of an attempted caught & bowled chance in their innings - all went cheaply, leaving Rosco to fight a lone battle at the top of the order. He had reached 47 when he pulled a short ball fiercely to leg, only to find the fielder. Paul Garrett scored his first runs for the club before being bowled. Coops went in the pond in the same over and we were facing humiliation. AJ fell victim to Stuey's eyesight a few overs later and when Kieran went soon after it was going to be an early night. Wack threw caution to the wind and played as Wack does, hitting boundaries to all parts, whilst at the other end Lawty was as dogged and resolute as ever. The pair saw us past 125 and another point, then got us past 150 for another and it suddenly became a question of whether Wack could get his 50 or would jib it. 175 came and went, giving us 4 vital batting points and into the last over Wack's 50 was still in the balance. 2 balls in he cuffed one to behind square and everyone cheered this jovial character. Next ball he came charging down the track, missed it completely and was stumped by miles, leaving Lawty 25 not out. A fantastic effort by the last pair and one which may yet prove vital in our battle to stay up.
Hunts League – Warboys (away) – Won by 6 wickets

In the end a comfortable win, but this game swung backwards and forwards numerous times during the day. Warboys won the toss and batted and were soon in trouble against good bowling from new ball pairing of AJ (1-29) and Nemo (2-20), that reduced them to 39 for 3. As the ball went softer, batting became easier and the next pair of Allpress (58) and Hyde (65) added 98 before DK (1-37) struck. Rosco took out Hyde soon after and the momentum changed. Fitzy claimed a wicket (1-31) in his 5 overs, recovering well from a dodgy first over. It was Rosco however that finished up the most successful bowler, with 3-50 as the hosts ended up on a decent 215 for 8.

When we batted it was a similar story as wickets fell early and at one stage we were 38 for 4 and in trouble. The hosts were very chirpy and vocal, but ultimately this was to subside as brilliant batting from Fitzy allowed Gaz to drop anchor early on and stabilise the position. Fitzy was first to his 50 as the target was 5 an over at the 2nd drinks break. For once the drinks curse did not appear and the 2 guys batted on serenely. Gaz started to accelerate nicely and went past his 50 comfortably as well. In the end the boys reached the target with just under 5 overs to spare with Fitzy 77 not out (13x 4) and Gaz 80 not out (12x 4), with the stand worth an unbroken 178. Our day became even better when we found out that Huntingdon had been rolled over by Alconbury giving us a 16 point lead at the top.
Rutland League – Stamford (away) – Lost by 73 runs.
Stamford piled up 262 in their 45 overs with Nemo taking 2-44, Fitz 1-26 and Lawt 1-51. Unlikely new ball bowler Will took 1-23 in 4 overs. In reply we showed a lack of application with the bat and only Rosco (22), Fitz (35), Gaz (33) and Matt (20) got any sort of score. 189 was not a total disaster as it gave us 4 batting points, but nonetheless it is going to be a long hard struggle from now on.

Hunts League Old Eastonians (away) – Won by 82 runs

Well, what a game – a result no-one could have predicted when we were 35 for 3 after 18 overs with Butch having been given run out by their man in one of the worst umpiring decisions ever seen at this level. Butch won the toss and elected to bat on a track that looked fairly good, but was expected to break up later. As it turned out, it started to misbehave almost immediately from one end & batting was difficult. Thankfully, the opportunities that came along were despatched to the ropes. Butch then got given out for 15 and when Cracks was caught & bowled for 5 and Matt went for 6 soon after, 35 for 3 did not look good. Gaz and Fitz (newly shorn of the beard!) dug in and began to score steadily, with Gaz taking the attack to the spinner with successive boundaries. Sadly he was bowled shortly after for 25 when the stand had reached 46. Fitzy smashed a couple of maximums and was looking set for successive Hunts 50’s when we drove uppishly at one and was caught diving low down at extra cover for 41. With Wack & Pharaoh going cheaply soon after we were struggling at 120 for 7, but then Nemo strolled to the crease and played the sort of innings we knew he could. He took the fight to the hosts and hit 3x6 and 4x4 in a 31-ball innings of 49 not out to completely alter the balance of the game. He put on 48 with veteran DK (13) and then a rapid 19 with Lawt off the final two and a half overs, to allow us to finish on a challenging 188 for 8. It was a superb knock from the big guy & as it turned out – a match-winning one. An up and down innings punctuated by considerable humour as Fitz and Butch came to terms with the new scoreboard!
When they batted, Butch opened up with himself and Nemo & they bowled brilliantly. Butch was testing them all the time with a full length, whilst Nemo was getting lift and bounce from the other end. Butch struck first by getting rid of both Pearsons courtesy of a great slip catch by DK and a clean bowled, both in the space of 2 balls in the 4th over. He repeated the trick in his next over when he clean bowled the main man Lilley with a beauty of a yorker.11 for 3 became 19 for 5 courtesy of 2 strikes from Nemo at by the time Butch had ended his brilliant spell of 3-15 for 9 overs and Nemo had 2-19, they were in ruins. A little stand followed when they tried to consolidate, but this ended when AJ came on and they tried a suicide single to Gaz, whose throw to Cracks ran the man out by yards. Our 12th man (drinks) struck again, as Fitzy held a catch at cover off AJ in the first over after the break and from thereon it was a case of whether we could get full bowling points rather than whether we would win. Lawt bowled well without getting a wicket, so Butch brought DK into the attack – another good decision as he got an LBW verdict straight away – the batsman wasn’t happy, but as he was plumb in front we couldn’t see what the argument was. Pegg Snr hung around and hit DK for 3 boundaries in one over to get them a batting point, but it was only a token gesture as Pharaoh – in between 6 no balls – saw DK and Gaz hold catches to wrap up the comprehensive win and secure 19 points.
Rutland League – Yaxley (home) – Won by 126 runs

After our excellent win yesterday, our weekend became complete with a huge win over relegation rivals Yaxley. On a really windy day we batted first and soon lost Butch (8) and Cracks (11) with just 28 on the board. When Gaz fell for 15 when starting to look good and Matt went for 12, we were in a bit of trouble at 59 for 4. At this point Fitzy took over and dominated right to the end of the innings. He added 42 with Nurse (13) and then 129 with young Will C. Fitzy hit 7x4 and 8x6 in his better than run a ball innings of 112 not out. It was a brilliant knock and gave us a good total to defend on what was the usual NCC road. Will finished up 31 not out, with the pair hitting 52 in the last 4 overs. The visitors cause was not helped by significant discontent between the players that resulted in regular disagreements during the innings. Fitzy's knock was the highest this season by an NCC player and was the icing on the cake of what has been a rich run of form. Long may it continue!

 

In reply, Fish bowled with pace and bounce with the wind behind him, whereas AJ toiled away well into the teeth of the gale. Fish took 2 key wickets for 22 in his 7 overs before Butch came on and in a 4 over cameo got rid of the opener for 32. Shortly after, Lawty struck the crucial blow when he caught & bowled skipper and prolific run scorer Stuart Brown for just 16. He claimed another victim to finish with 2-15. Gaz then ran through the middle order taking 4-28 from his 10 overs before AJ (1-30) claimed the last wicket to leave us victorious by 126 runs. An excellent victory/weekend and if we can repeat the trick over the rest of July, we may well be safe in Rutland 2 and on the way to promotion in Hunts 1.

Hunts League – Dean (away) – Won by 82 runs
The annual trip to Dean meant whites day and everyone turned up as they should with black shoes – except Gaz! On the pitch Rosco called correctly and elected to bat. Wack opened up with Cracks but the experiment didn’t work as he fell cheaply. Gaz and Cracks then added 112 in 23 overs with Gaz reaching another half-century before getting caught for 58, claiming boredom as the reason for his demise. Rosco struggled to come to terms with the difficult surface and went for just 2, bringing the in-form Fitzy to the crease. Looking to build another partnership and kick on, we were hampered by losing Cracks for 45 soon after and the innings was in danger of stalling completely. Fitzy put those ideas to bed with a solid 31 and with Nemo chipping in with 16 and Pharaoh with 15, it was left to MC ‘Hammer’ to see us past the 200 mark and full points. MC finished on 23 not out and us on 211. After tea the lads struggled to find their rhythm, with Butch and Nemo conceding a few boundaries with attacking fields set. Nemo made the breakthrough with a fast straight ball that shattered the stumps and we were off and running. AJ came on to replace Nemo (1-31) and took 2 wickets in his first 5 overs, finishing with 2-26. At the other end, Lawt set his stall out for a long spell and got it. It was hardly the most entertaining for the batsmen though, as he took 1-11 from his 11 miserly overs! Pharaoh came on and took a wicket in his first over courtesy of an AJ catch before going on to claim 2 more as the tail folded rapidly. His figures were 3-19 from 8 no-ball free overs (enough to warrant a jug...) and Hammer finished it off from the other end with 2-14 from his short spell, with Cracks sealing the win with an easy catch. We shouldn’t forget Gaz got a run out in the midst of all the wickets falling. A comprehensive and comfortable win that sees us stay top of the table.
Rutland League – Oakham (home) – Lost by 1 wicket

Despite a recent number of wins and a league position of 4th, this was a really important game for us in our fight to avoid relegation. We elected to bat  and although Butch & Cracks both got into the 20's, neither was fluent against a disciplined attack. Ross was just starting to get going with 5 boundaries before becoming the first of Corkhill's 5 victims for 24. Cracks was caught & bowled for 26 and Matt was adjudged LBW for 1, leaving us in a bit of a precarious situation. Fitzy went for 14 and things did not look good, however not for the first time this year, Gaz dug in and with Nurse ably assisting him, began to get us up to respectability and a defendable target.  Nurse was playing expansive shots when needed and hit 4x 4 and 2x 6 in his innings of 43  before he fell to spark a collapse. Gaz had just gone past 50 for a remarkable 8th time this year when he holed out on the boundary looking for the ropes. Corkhill then returned to rip through the tail, bowling Will-I-am, Wack and Nemo in no time at all and when Lawty was caught behind, we had subsided to 173 all out, just shy of another important batting point but more importantly well short of the 200 the skipper wanted.

 

When Oakham took the field AJ broke through in his 1st over, but after that it as all Oakham for a while as Leicestershire 2's man Wills and Mason added over a 100 in quick time as boundaries followed. When Lawt was finally introduced to the attack he made an impact straight away by removing Wills caught & bowled for 54. We now had an end to bowl at and when Fitz (aka Ginger Prince) took a boundary catch and AJ held a steepling skier to remove Corkhill, things were suddenly turning around and Lawt had 3-for. Nemo removed Mason LBW for 67 but went for a few in he next over resulting in him being replaced by AJ. Lawty got a 4th wicket courtesy of a great reaction catch from Will-I-am and then when AJ took 2 wickets in successive overs it was very tense. 12 to win with 2 wickets left became 5 to win with one left when Lawty completed a brilliant 'Michelle' when Butch held a catch at long on. That might have been the winning catch, as AJ had a massive shout for LBW in the over before and with Stewie on the walk everyone thought it was out, but the verdict went against us. Even then the drama was not done as Di Caprio (yes - not making that one up) swung at AJ in the next over and the ball flew in the air. Unfortunately it just evaded Gaz's despairing dive and rolled over the ropes for the winning hit. AJ finished on 3-37 and Lawt a brilliant 5-35, but in the end it was to no avail (if only we had another 10 runs). Who knows how crucial this defeat will be, but one thing is for sure, we will need to win some tricky games later on in the season to ensure survival.
Hunts League – Alconbury (away) – Won by 62 runs

Despite some of the lads turning up a little worse for wear following the aborted drink-fest at Leicestershire v Durham, we turned in another good performance to stretch our lead to 35 points at the top of the table courtesy of this win and Huntingdon’s surprise defeat against Warboys. Being asked to bat, we lost Cracks in the first over when he left a straight one, bringing Gaz to the crease. Having been ill before the game this was probably the last thing he needed, but he responded superbly, as befits a man in excellent form. Butch and Nemo went cheaply and Fitzy fell for 17 and at 103 for 4 we were struggling a bit, but at this point APW strode in and cuffed it about in adding 55 with Gaz, who was ticking along nicely at the other end. Gaz went past 50 yet again and just as APW was closing in on his own milestone he was caught in the deep by Suckling. Two run outs later and matters were starting to fall apart in the push for 200. Gaz looked a sure bet to go to 100, but unfortunately fell for 87 (11x 4), caught in the deep by the same player that dropped him there the previous ball, Gaz deserved a 100 but it was not to be. In the end the innings petered out to 185. 

The hosts took the field confident they would easily chase down the total, but NCC had other ideas. Butch revelling in leading from the front took 1-13 in his first spell and with Nemo keeping it tight the other end the rate started to creep up. Then the ‘recently retired from Sundays’ Pharaoh came on and took a couple of wickets, with AJ keeping it tight the other end. Veteran DK got rid of top scorer Blake in his little spell and Lawt did likewise to King. At 6 down we were in the box seat and Butch brought himself and Pharaoh back on to try and deliver the knockout blow. This was truly administered as Butch’s creaking back held out long enough to take 2 in 2 overs and finish with 3-18 whilst Pharaoh finished up on a superb 4-26 as we ran out 62 run winners. Massive game next week and if we can beat Huntingdon, that will go a long way to securing the much coveted promotion.
Rutland league – Uppingham (away) – Lost by 43 runs
Travelling to promotion chasing Uppingham was never going to be an easy task, but to do so without Cracks, Wack, Bambs, Nurse and also Rosco meant it was going to be very tough. Throw in an absolute minefield of a track to the equation and things got even harder. We bowled first and again he youngsters acquitted themselves well with Fish getting the opener for 0. Then the first moment of 3 that would ultimately prove very costly- run machine Cox was dropped in the covers by Coops off AJ when he had only got a couple. Fish finished his spell with just one wicket (it should have been more as KJ failed to get a hand on a straightforward chance from Cox at square leg) and AJ unluckily wicketless. KJ got an early wicket but then got some tap before Dunc shelled an easy catch at gully. Luckily Will-I-am got the man soon after but it was still a bad miss. Will took another wicket as he finished with 2-18 from his 7. Lawt toiled away with 1-22 as Cox somehow kept evading the fielders with ones that popped up off the poor track. It was clear he was the key wicket as he was scoring 75% of their runs and although we kept chipping away at the other end we couldn't get him out. Gaz came on and took 3 wickets, one of which was courtesy of a brilliant one-handed catch on the boundary by DK. Fish came back and took another 2 to end with 3-36, but key moment 3 came late on when Dunc made it 0-2 by dropping Cox running in at full pelt from the boundary. This one was costly as Cox hit Gaz for 23 from the penultimate over. This meant we were chasing 178 instead of 150 odd. On the positive side, Fitzy kept well with NO byes.

Chasing down such a target on that pitch was going to be very hard and it didn't start too well as the hosts won an LBW decision against Coops and then had DK caught. KD hung around with Gaz to add a few before unluckily chopping on. Gaz was playing like the man in form he is striking boundaries when given the slightest hint of width or full length. It really was a battle to survive with the ball lifting, popping and seaming around & it was not surprising that runs were hard to come by. Gaz had got to 41 when he holed out on the boundary off Cox. Effectively that was the end of our hopes unless Fitzy could get going. Dunc got off the mark with a straight six, prompting a bowling change and then Fitzy hit a four, but straight after Fitzy looped one to the fielder off the same bowler and that was that. Dunc (15) hit another boundary as did Will, but both fell to the young spinner (4-24). Nemo crashed a big six and another boundary to become 2nd top scorer, but our day was summed up when he creamed one straight at the short mid-wicket fielder and it stuck, leaving him to trudge off for 18. The end came when KJ ran himself out with the score on 134. A good fielding effort, but yet again dropped catches cost us the game, as if you take Cox's 124 out of their score, the target was very reachable.

Hunts League – Huntingdon (home) – Lost by 4 wickets
Our big day - a massive chance to kill off Huntingdon's title bid and stretch/maintain our lead at the top of the table - and we blew it courtesy of further dropped catches.  We got off to a great start with the opening pair of the returning Bambs and Cracks putting on over 80 for the first wicket. Scoring at more than 4 an over, there were few alarms, even though it was obvious Bambs was being a bit cautious with his running, fearful of another hamstring injury. The stand was inevitably broken by a run out, losing Bambs for 40 and then we lost Cracks for 47 and Butch for just 3, to turn the momentum in their favour. The Ginger Prince strolled in to join Gaz and batted fluently from the off, despite the need for caution given the sudden loss of wickets. Gaz was just getting going when he was adjudged LBW for 29. Wack went cheaply soon after bringing Nemo to the crease. He kept Fitzy company as we sought to amass a big total and was unlucky to be run out when backing up too far (way too far!) for 12. Fitzy went past 50 again, but then holed out in the deep off the opening bowler for 51. Momentum stalled somewhat as none of the lower order really had time to get going. Still, 214 for 9 was viewed as a decent total.

 

In reply, we got off to the perfect start with Freddie 'The lip' being caught by Gaz off Nemo in the first over for a duck. AJ then clean bowled the number 3 and Cracks caught the other opener of Nemo to leave them 6 for 3. Ahmed and Rashid then slowly put together a big stand of 80 odd before Lawt took 2 in an over, including a lightning fast stumping by Cracks, to swing it back our way. Unfortunately our poor catching came back to haunt us as first DK and then AJ dropped Rashid in successive overs in what proved to be the turning point of the game. They rode their luck big time as further catches of varying degrees of difficulty by Gaz and Bambs went down. Aussie Joel Marion got 38 before Bambs caught him, but the damage was done as Rashid hit 104 not out and Kumpukkal 24 off 7 balls to race the visitors home with 8 balls to spare. Nemo took 2-54, AJ 1-43, Lawt 2-37 and DK 1-28, but all to no avail. We're still in the driving seat, but no more slip ups!

Rutland league – Isham (home) – Lost by 7 wickets

After the disappointment of yesterday, we turned our attentions to the relegation fight in Rutland 2, with the visit of promotion chasing Isham providing a stern test. In Auusie pro Somerfield they possess a classy fast bowler and opening bat and he was joined this time by Jack Chopping, who plays for Finedon 1st team in Northants Prem on Saturdays and is on Northants' books! Just what we needed (not!). We got off to a terrible start with Wack, Bambs, Gaz and Fitz all back in the hutch before we had 30 on the board. Cracks and Butch held firm for a while, but at the expense of survival rather than fluent run making. Cracker was mixing resolute defence with good shots as the bowling remained very good even when the openers had taken a breather. Butch was next to go for a hard earned 20 followed soon after by Will -I-am and Nemo. Cracks' brave innings finally came to an end on 51 soon after. Grease played excellently to get 15 not out and secure an extra point (who knows how valuable that might be at the end of the season), but the innings was ended when AJ was out courtesy of another brilliant catch in the gully region. As much as it pains me to say it, it was a quite superb bowling/fielding display.

 

In reply, AJ and Nemo both claimed early wickets before Nemo got the prized scalp of Somerfield, caught in the covers by Butch, to make it 34 for 3. Soon it was 38 for 4 when a direct hit from Nemo ran Chopping out by 2-3 yards. Unfortunately with the batsman on his way back to the pavilion a call of 'he hasn't give it' from the visitors saw Chopping stop and go back. Unbelievably, even though it was clear to everybody else at the ground (even the umpire at the bowler's end) that he was out by yards the player at square leg said not out. It was an incredible exercise of cheating and one that has no part in cricket or indeed any sport. It was a disgraceful occurrence and one that completely spoilt the game. Some other teams might have walked off in protest and conceded the game there and then, but Gaz decided not to put the umpire in an awkward position. We therefore stayed on the pitch and tossed a few pies up to get the game over with. Chopping obliged and hit a pathetically pointless 82 not out and the game finished in 15 overs, with their skipper laughing about the whole episode. It will be hostile over there and no doubt the bowling will be fast and furious, but at least our consciences will be clear! 

Hunts League – Warboys (home) -  Won by 5 wickets

After last week's temporary derailment, our promotion train got back on track with a 5 wkt victory that was far easier than the score line suggests. With the covers having been on until mid-morning the pitch had sweated a bit, which meant that Butch changed his usual approach and had no hesitation in asking them to bat first. at 25 for 0, it wasn't quite going to plan, but then Nemo got a couple of wickets to open the door. Pharaoh then decided to alter the course of the game completely by taking 3 quick wickets in a magnificent spell of 3-18 , including ball of the day, which clean bowled Hyde. At 47 for 5 the impetus was with us and that soon became 64 for 6 when Butch returned to bowl top scorer Allpress for 16. AJ was unlucky not to get a wicket, but kept the runs down whilst a rampant Butch steamed through at the other end to claim 2 more scalps including a magnificent caught & bowled (well that's his view of it !!) Lawt got the final wicket as they were all out for 95.

Cracks and DK got us off to a solid start with a 39 partnership before DK was bowled for 10. Gaz then looked like he would finish it early but was caught for 19 to give the oppo a point. Cracks was batting serenely at the other end and never looked like getting out as we neared the target. Alas, the same could not be said for Hammer & Will-I-am both of whom went cheaply, much to Butch's annoyance. The latter in particular was fuming to receive a 1st ball duck LBW. There was just enough time for Cracks to get a well deserved 50 before Nemo smashed 2 boundaries to win the game and secure a 4th batting point. 3 wins from the last 4 games and the title is ours now.

 

Rutland League – Nassington (away) – Lost by 6 wickets
Following the hosts being docked points for not fulfilling a fixture we knew that victory would go a long way to making us safe. Unfortunately we didn’t get anywhere near the total we needed after our top order was blown away by Tom Norman (4-49). Of the top 6 only Cracks with 14 got into double figures and at 71 for 7 we were looking at humiliation. Thankfully a half-cut Fitzy came to the party and played a gem of an innings to get us to respectability. He was ably supported by Jason on a rare Sunday appearance as the pair added 69 crucial runs under a barrage of bouncers and short-pitched bowling. The Pharaoh finally fell for 31 (apparently chickened out according to his team mates) following which Lawt played a defiant knock of 14 to stay with Fitzy, who by now had reached a well deserved half-century. AJ (8 not out) helped Fitzy reach another batting point as we closed on 176 for 9, with the Ginger magician an excellent 66 not out.

We needed early wickets and AJ delivered two in a very good opening spell of 2-14. Sadly most others seemed to have an off day and we struggled to take further wickets. Gaz and MC took a wicket apiece, but it was to no avail as the oppo cruised home by 6 wickets with 7 overs to spare. AJ finished with a creditable 2-26 from 11 overs. We have it all to do now, but in reality things don’t look good.
Hunts League – Waresley (home) – Won by 66 runs

Our final home game of the Hunts season saw us pull off another convincing win, but had the visitors not suffered a case of ‘Pakistan fielding disease’, it might have been different, as they dropped both Cracks and Butch before they had scored. DK looked good again at the top of the order, before getting out caught in the same place for the 3rd game running for 17. After that there was a sustained period of batting dominance as Cracks and Gaz took control with a mixture of boundaries and very good running seeing the 50 partnership come up in decent time. The run rate accelerated as the stand grew and Cracks went to another 50 with a tickle round to leg. Unfortunately he was run out when going for a suicide single soon after for 56 and the stand 101. Butch strode purposefully to the crease desperate for runs after a lean spell. Thankfully for him the visitors took pity on his poor form and dropped him before he had scored and again soon after. He made them pay for these lapses as he smashed 4 huge sixes in a bright and breezy 49. At the other end Gaz was batting superbly and went past his 50 with ease and then when he had scored 70, the important landmark of 1000 runs for the season. The only thing left was a ton on the day, but he couldn’t achieve this as he was bowled by one that kept lower than he thought, when trying to pull. His 79 had built the foundations for our large score though. Wickets fell quickly in our search for rapid runs at the death, but thanks to Will-I-am (22 not out) we achieved 247, which was going to be challenging.

Waresley got off to a quick start as runs came quickly, but Butch got one wicket to check momentum. Nemo was replaced by Lawt and the rate slowed somewhat. Young Donald batted well and kept the board ticking, but when Butch claimed 2 more victims in successive overs, the tide had turned to us. Taking his cap, Ross had finished with a very good 3-23. AJ then came on and got in on the act with a good leg side catch by Cracks and the only doubt was whether we would finish as 25 overs were needed to make it a game. Thankfully the weather eased and the sun came out, taking that out of the equation. Lawt kept plugging away and finally got Donald (40) with a slower ball that was hit straight to Nemo, before finishing with 1-45. AJ replaced him at the pavilion end and took 2 wickets in the same over and with DK claiming 2 in 2 balls at the other end, all of a sudden it was game over. AJ had the number 11 caught behind but he over-stepped and was correctly called for a no-ball (prompting the hat throwing by Butch – albeit in jest this time), which meant he ended on 3 wickets not 4, as DK (3-29) finished it off next over. It is now simple – 33 points from 3 games and we go up!
Rutland League – Market Overton (away) – Lost by 12 runs
Well, this just about sums up our season - scoring 318 and still losing!  What a run fest at Market Overton, with a superb deck, fast outfield and smallish boundaries - great for the spectators but hell for the bowlers! Less than 6 an over was deemed to be a decent spell.  They elected to bat and although Nemo took a wicket and him and AJ didn't bowl too badly, runs came thick and fast. Another dropped catch was to prove crucial (how many times have I written that this year?) as their number 3 went on and smashed 111 before Cracks stumped him off the golden arm of the Ginger Prince. Lawt had bowled his usual tight lines and ended with respectable figures of 1-45 and Rosco also toiled away at less than 6 an over, but this time was wicketless. Their Aussie pro - Geogan - hit a classy 98 before Nemo (2-43) bowled him to claim his 2nd wicket. AJ (1-52) got on the score sheet with a bowled as well before Fitzy induced the prolific Makwana to hit the rankest of long hops straight to Nemo to give us another point. They smashed 83 runs off the last 8 overs, with Will-I-am the main recipient of tap, conceding 55 off his 4 overs. 330 looked (and was) a massive target, but we had nothing to lose.

Nurse & Cracks opened up and started thumping boundaries both along the floor and aerial. Unfortunately Nurse was run out for 22 just as he was starting to really get going. Gaz came in and got off the mark with that rarity - a 5 - courtesy of over-throws and again looked fluent before becoming the first of Makwana's 5 victims. Butch - having had a good score yesterday - looked classy and had hit 7 boundaries before being bowled, causing the engine room to splutter as Fitz and Will-I-am both fell cheaply. At the other end Cracks was batting sublimely and passed 50 yet again and looked to be playing the anchor role superbly. Alas with a ton in sight he fell to Makwana for a brilliant 85. Nemo meanwhile was playing the same type of innings he had at Eastonians, crunching 4x4 and 2x6 before being bowled by their opener for 39. A miserable day for DK ended with him in the pond leaving just Lawt & AJ to try and support MC Hammer. Lawt and Matt added quite a few before Lawt was out for a valiant 16 with 60 needed from 4. AJ and Hammer didn't give up and through a combination of big hitting, orthodox boundaries and excellent running they got the target down to 21 off the last over. Despite Hammer getting a well deserved 50 and AJ 14 not out, the task was beyond the pups and we finished an incredible game just 13 runs short of what would have been one of the most amazing victories. 

A lot of guts and determination shown by all, but to no avail.

Hunts League Sawtry (away) – Cancelled

Really disappointing outcome as Sawtry called this game off at 9.30 in the morning. Whilst we had a lot of rain in the previous 24 hours, surely they could have waited a bit longer to see if the wind and sun would dry it out? After all, we were only 10 mins down the road! Our target, with Huntingdon not scheduled to play now means we need 26 points from 2 games assuming they get max points every week.

Rutland League – Stamford (home) – Lost by 41 runs
In the words of Frank Sinatra " and now the end is near" after this latest defeat. Another case of trying hard but the other team just being a little bit better on the day. The fact that we got a game in at all was a major feat in itself after the deluge the day before, but the reliable NCC deck was playable and Gaz had no hesitation in putting the oppo in when he won the toss. Rosco struggled with his footing initially, but half a ton of sawdust later and it was ok, whereas at the other end Nemo was steaming in without a problem, bowling well without any luck at all. On the wet outfield runs were hard to come by and it took a well struck shot to get over the boundary. A double bowling change ensued, with AJ coming into the wind and KJ with it. AJ followed Butch and Nemo in bowling well without luck, whereas KJ made the breakthrough with a full toss that was hit straight to Hammer and a short ball that shot and trapped the batsman LBW. Still, we needed all the help we could get. Hulme  - aka Statto - stood firm and rattled up 44 before Butch returned and got his man courtesy of another Hammer catch. At the other end Gaz came on and clearly the batsmen felt they could get after him as he induced 4 catches from lofted shots to end with 4-35. Nemo came back and got a bit of tap late on (0-32) and Butch finished with 1-30. Gaz and AJ ended the innings tidily with the latter finally getting a wicket when he bowled skipper Dave. Hammer finished with 3 catches. 146 for 8 was a decent score, but one that was gettable.

 

We got off to a disastrous start when Nurse was bowled for 0 in he first over. Gaz was then given run out from a direct hit (a decision he was far from happy with) which left Bambs and Cracks to lead our run chase. Progress was slow, the pitch was not conducive to fluent stroke play, but steady and at drinks we were still only 2 down and in a very similar position to the visitors. Unfortunately, Cracks fell for 30 and Bambs soon after for 36 leaving our hopes pinned on he engine room. Alas, Fitzy and Hammer both went cheaply as Stamford turned the screw and then Butch after 2 huge sixes was bowled by one that kept very low and that was that. Nemo and the returning Andy Gilbert were both cleaned up in quick succession, leaving the young pups a hopeless task. The end was quick though as KJ was stumped next over without AJ facing a ball.  The only chink of light was Yaxley losing, but we have to win at least one of our last 2 games or we are doomed.

Hunts League – Orton Park – Won by 1 wicket

Forget the thriller in Manila or the rumble in the jungle – this game had more knife-edge drama than a Hitchcock movie! Asking Orton to bat first, Rosco expected the greenest track seen at the ground for years to do a bit. Apart from the odd one that jagged a lot, it didn’t! Adam Morris (52) and Hamish Meichan (71) rode their luck somewhat, but put awy the bad ball and it took until the 20th over and the introduction of DK to break the partnership when he had Morris lbw. Although Pharaoh bowled really well against his old club again, he had no luck and with the normally reliable seamers AJ and Lawt both struggling, Butch turned to Gaz to have a rare Saturday bowl. He duly obliged with the 2nd wicket courtesy of a caught & bowled and we at last had a point! DK then induced skipper Hancock to hit to Gaz at mid-on and things were looking up with 9 overs to go. Young Alex Laud came in and played nicely for a composed 30, before DK got his man and the 4th wicket in the 44th over. He got another 2 balls later to finish with an excellent 4-32 from his 12. Gaz bowled the last over and courtesy of an excellent run out by AJ and a diving Cracks catch (that broke his keeping pads!), we got 2 more. The last ball narrowly missed the stumps, so Gaz ended up on 2-43 and us on just 3 points – but having only got one in the bag after 43 overs, we settled for that.

Our innings got off to a bad start as although boundaries came in the form of extras, Bambs fell for 1. Gaz went for 15 with the score on 40, although we were up with the rate. Orton’s young bowlers were performing well on the by now tricky pitch and boundaries were hard to come by. Butch struggled to get any fluency and was then caught off the bottom of the bat whilst driving for 12 leaving us 70 for 3. The weather then started to play its part as the rain came down in fits and starts, sometimes heavy, bringing the possibility of a rain-reduced target into play. At this point we were behind the rate! Cracks was bowled by spinner G Meichan (3-35) for 39 and when Fitzy was adjudged lbw for 13 things did not look good. Matt went for 6 and Nemo for 4, leaving us in deep trouble at 121 for 7. Pharaoh as he so often does against Orton had other ideas though. He smashed a 4 and then came down the track to deposit one over the ropes to give us a bit of impetus. Wily campaigner DK helped add 30 in short time, as being left-handed seemed to throw the bowlers a bit and their previously good line faltered. As it got darker the openers returned and Laud cleaned DK up with a snorter as he looked to hit to leg. He only got 13 but gave us much needed life. Lawt went the same way as players debated coming off as the rain got heavier, but suddenly it stopped and play continued. AJ came out with 23 needed from 22 balls and our season on the line. A single came off the next 4 balls – 22 from 3. AJ & Pharaoh took 7 off the next including a crucial over-throw off the last ball – 15 from 2. 6 singles came from laud’s last over (4-34) leaving 9 to win. A scampered leg bye was followed by a clipped 2 into the leg side by AJ – 6 from 4. Next ball, AJ imperiously cover drove Meichan for 4 putting us firmly in control now – 2 from 3. A single off the next left Pharaoh on strike with the scores level with 2 balls left. All the field came in, but Pharaoh already batting outside his crease came down the track and got hit near his groin. Despite the massive appeals from Orton, it was too high and too far down the track and AJ/Pharaoh scampered home to send NCC into sheer delight. Jason finished 26 not out and AJ 16 not out. 9 points now needed from the last game to be certain of the title (or the whole series of matches could be rained off!!!)
Rutland League – March (away) – Lost by 6 wickets

It was a case of after the Lord Mayor’s show again as yesterday’s brilliant win was followed by a poor display and a heavy defeat, with the quality of the opposition fielding yet again showing us up. Batting first Nurse’s late arrival saw AJ promoted to open with Cracks. Things got off to a bad start when Cracks was bowled by one that kept a bit low and resulted in an early visit to the pond. AJ and Will-I-am built slowly as runs were hard to come by, but the stand had reached 46 before Will has bowled trying to get on with it for 25. Gaz came in to join AJ and struggled to get going on the slower than expected surface. He had scored 26 and was just starting to get going when he was caught off a full toss from opposing skipper Ringham. Nurse came and went within 6 balls and Hammer within 10 to leave us in all sorts of trouble. At the other end AJ was standing firm and making the most of a rare opportunity away from number 11. He was eventually out to a superb diving catch behind the stumps for a valiant 38. Fitzy and Bambs (yes I know those 2 at 7 and 8) upped the tempo to give us a bit of a chance, but both fell to excellent diving catches in quick succession near the end for 11 and 16 respectively. Pharaoh, nursing a hangover, recorded another red inker to finish on 18 not out. KJ was 6 not out as we totalled 159 for 8.
It was never enough, but it might have been had we held catches (again). KJ (1-13) saw the opener join Cracks in the pond, courtesy of a catch by Hammer but after that it was the same old story as their sharp fielding was replaced by our poor, lethargic fielding. Nurse had his usual nightmare at this ground as he missed a few, dived over others and capped it all by dropping an absolute sitter off AJ. Gaz then decided to give him a couple of overs that went for 25.... Lawt tried hard to no avail and Gaz tried himself and Hammer for 2 overs each and then Bambs, whose first 3 overs went for just 4 before they decided enough was enough and went for it. At the other end, AJ tried his guts out and could have had both Wenman (eventually out for 64 by a direct hit from Nurse – yes that’s right!) and Aussie pro Wilcox (62) out caught on several occasions, with edges eluding fielders and racing to the boundary. In all 3 catches went down off him, Nurse and KJ being very easy and Fitzy a difficult one at slip. He got some reward (2-41) in the end as smart work by Cracks resulted in 2 wickets, but it was too little too late as they raced home in the 34th over. Rutland 3 beckons unless there is some sort of miracle – but then again do we deserve to stay up?
Hunts League – Eaton Socon (away) – Match abandoned
Going in to the game needing just 9 points and with the heavens having dumped 36 hours worth of rain on Wednesday & Thursday, it would appear it was crucial to win the toss and bowl first. Alas, Rosco called wrong and we batted on an unpredictable pitch of little bounce & an outfield that was longer than normal due to the wet conditions. Bambs and Cracks had added 21 when Bambs nicked one behind and walked for 7. Our two main run scorers were now at the crease and although the pitch made life difficult, a partnership started to develop, with the odd boundary coming to boost the run rate. Gaz had got 13 when he also edged one behind with 48 on the board, bringing Rosco to the crease. He started confidently and with positive running the board kept ticking. He answered the keeper’s sledging of ‘not hitting a 13yr old for a boundary’ by smashing a huge six and then another before the opening bowler got him LBW for 19- a decision he was not very pleased with! At 72 for 3 we needed a partnership and we got it with the soild Cracks finding an excellent ally in the Ginger Prince. Boundaries were still hard to come by, but there were plenty of singles and the occasional 2 that kept us at close to 4 an over. Cracks passed 50 with another single and the accelerator started to go down as we approached the last quarter of the innings. Fitz smashed a 6 and a 4 before being caught on the boundary by their best fielder for a good 32. Pharaoh went soon after to a grubber but Nemo came in and played positively. Cracks (yes he is still there) was running out of gas now and 3x 2 in one over almost did him in. In the 42nd over we reached the brilliant milestone of 1000 runs for the year – matching Gaz’s achievement – to give NCC two people passed this total for the first time ever. The only question now was could he get a ton – NO – he was bowled int he same over off his pads when had he left it, it would have been a wide! His innings of 78 was the cornerstone of our total and ultimately saw us home as champions. Nemo smashed a quick 23 as the charge was on but 15 off the last over was too much to get maximum points as the excellent young bowler Dawborn took 3 wickets to finish with 5-25. Nonetheless, our 186 was a very good score on that pitch and outfield (a sentiment shared by their umpire). After an excellent tea, NCC took tot he field knowing that victory or a rain off would seal the title. Ross bowled a maiden and Nemo one over for 4, before the rain started. Both umpires tried to continue, but within the space of 2 balls it became impossible and the players headed off. After a while it became clear the game could not continue and Eaton Socon shook hands, leaving us with 11 points and the title. Despite a late claim by Freddie Khan that the bonus points don’t count, we still have enough points to win it, so tough luck Huntingdon!!!  Well done to everyone involved over the season, Tucker 2 here we come!
Rutland League – Isham (away) – Match cancelled 
This was an ironic way for our season to finish, but somewhat indicative of the way the whole Sunday campaign has gone – match cancelled due to wet conditions underfoot despite glorious sunshine and strong winds. The track itself would have been playable had we had some sawdust for the bowlers’ run ups and for the adjacent strip. However, they had used all their sawdust up the day before, so we had none to put down! As a result, conditions would have been dangerous and their square would have been torn up, so the captains shook hands & it was 5 points each. Unless some miracle happens, that is unlikely to be enough to keep us up.

Baldock Town (away) –friendly – Won by 87 runs

A leisurely end to the season with a friendly against Nurse’s Saturday team resulted in a handsome win, helped by some late 1st team drop outs on their side. Gilly & Fitz opened up on a green seamer and Fitz soon went courtesy of a good running catch. Will-I-am went for 17 and Grease for 2 before Gilly & DK steadied the ship with an excellent partnership. Gilly cruised to his 50 before falling victim to the 20-ball rule as a he had a wild mow at one and was bowled for 58. Butch joined DK and began smashing it all round and on one occasion completely out the ground. He was looking set for a rapid half-century when he was brilliantly caught in the deep off his old mate Nurse for 36. Wack and Nemo came and went before DK got to 50, but he passed this landmark with skipper for the day Pharaoh at the other end. He was finally bowled for 51, meaning that he scored 50’s in the first and last games of the season! Pharaoh went for 11 but some good running from AJ and Fez saw them add 15 in the last 2 overs to get us to 214. In reply, Nemo (2-18) ripped through the top order, assisted by the slower, but more wily Fez (1-23) who had brilliant figures until his last over got some tap! Will-I-am got the next breakthrough and it should have been followed by another in the next over, but the skipper shelled Nurse first ball! Having hung around for a long time for only 3, he was caught by Fez off Pharaoh. Ross got one but the tail hung around with Peacock (43) before he was bowled by Fitzy for 43 who follwed it up with another in his next over. As the light faded quickly, AJ came back and took 2 in one over the latter courtesy of a good catch by Gilly in the gully, to wrap up an 87 run victory.
