26th April - March (Home) - A great start to the season thanks to a good all round team effort, but particularly from Cracker (53 - following on from his 50 in last week's friendly) and Gaz who had a fine personal game with 65 runs, 2-32 with the ball and 2 excellent catches. Fitzy chipped in with 24 late on int h einnings. Star bowling performance of the day though went to AJ who rewarded Ross's decision to give him the new ball with career best figures of 5-35 from 11.4 overs as he ripped through the lower order to secure the win. Still some work to do with a couple of dropped catches, but maximum points is a fantastic bonus to begin with.
2nd May - Upwood (Home) - We opened our Hunts campaign with a comprehensive win thanks to a good all-round team peformance. Having been put in to bat, we lost Cracks cheaply but then saw the total build stadily thanks to Gilly & Gaz. Gilly was just finding his touch when a Government style breakdown in communication saw him at the same end as Gaz. Despite best efforts, his dive was in vain and he went for 32. Rosco had a rare failure just before drinks and at 95 for 3 we were a little uneasy. However, Fitzy added 30 odd with Gaz before the skipper got himself out having just made it 3 50's in 3 innings this season. Fitzy went soon after for a well constructed 44 including a big maximum over the car park. Stu Layton got 17 before toe-ending one to long on  and Jason "Chas, The Pharoah" - how many more nicknames can I have? - Newman thumped a rapid 20 before trying one extravagant shot too many. DK (24) and Dunc added a rapid 37 at the death as we closed on a challenging 228. Upwood's reply never got going as AJ (2-9) and Rosco (1-13) bowled very well and after 4.5 overs they were 0-2. Jason claimed a wicket and Gilly a further 2 including the dangerous Tuffin to leave the lower order with a massive task. Their skipper took up the challenge with a hard-hitting 47 before DK and Gaz both took two wickets to put any slight victory hopes out of reach. Gaz brought Rosco & AJ back to finish off and AJ duly did what was asked by inducing a sliced drive to Gaz at point. The excellent bowling was backed up by good fielding, especially from Cracks who had a super day behind the stumps with 2 catches & 2 stumpings.
3rd May - Ufford Park (home) - Confidence was high following our previous 2 wins and a 3rd followed, but not until we had suffered a little scare thanks to the batting of Keymer, who hit a classy 100. Batting first we lost Bambs in his first NCC knock of the season for just 18, but Cracks atoned for his failure the previous day with a good 53. At the other end Gaz was playing superbly and continued his run of 50 in each innings this year on his way to an excellent 83, although he will feel disappointed that he didn't make it to three figures. Rosco meanwhile got some runs under his belt (aided by some poor fielding and dropped catches) with 49, before Fitz, Gilly & the returning Wacker all chipped in with late runs to leave us a daunting 253 at the close. In reply the openers -AJ andJason - bowled well without success and the batters grew in confidence aided by drops of our own. Hills went for 25 and skipper Taylor for 39 (after Rosco had turned to DK "the Silver Fox", but it was Keymer that held the key and whilst he was there Ufford had a chance. Rosco then turned to Bambs & it was an inspirational choice(his own words) as he had Keymer stumped for exactly 100 and then went on to rout the lower order, finishing with his best ever figures for NCC - 5 for 38 - to see us to what in the end was a comfortbale winning margin. Having been superb in the field again, Grease was asked to bowl and everyone was delighted when he took the final wicket with his 3rd ball to give us maximum points again.
9th May - Old Eastonians (away) - We came through a huge test of character to win this game by the narrowest of margins, although you would have to say that with so many wickets in hand the home side will be gutted to have thrown it away. Batting first Cracks, Wack & Gilly all got starts, but it was Rosco & Fitzy that pushed on. Rosco was back to his best with an excellent 73 and Fitzy had reached 45 before he had a mow at one and was castled. Towards the end Kev Kent batted well for his 24 and DK as usual was solid & efficient with his 16 not out. 228 was a decent score on a lightning fast outfield but possibly 10-20 short of what we should have got. In reply, AJ and Ross bowled well at the start without any luck and on a different day could have won a couple of decisions. Andy Gilbert checked momentum late on with a vital wicket but run machine Lilley kept on going having been given various lives by the generous NCC fielders. Two overs to go 23 to win, Ross bowls a tidy over, last over wily DK starts well before bowling a half-volley with 10 needed off 2. Lilley obliges and smacks it for 6. 4 off last ball, DK revrts to type and fires it in, AJ scampers round the boundary & gets a good throw to the bowlers end and Lilley is run out going for the 3rd run that would tie the score. Cue big celebrations by NCC and massive toys by batsman as bat flies everywhere. Victory by slimmest of margins and who know how vital that may be later on in the season.
10th May - Medbourne (home) - Following yesterday's nailbiting finish, we came up against Lilley again, this time in a strong Medbourne team. They won the toss and despite a reasonable opening spell from AJ and Ross, they got away to a good start. Despite Fez taking a superb 2-17 before getting hurt, their overseas professional - Chetty - and skipper Smith smashed it about a bit late on and posted a challenging 239 for 5. In reply we got off to a bad start, with Wack going early. Cracks & Ross batted well, but progress was slow against Chetty in particular. When Cracks went for 32, Ross badly needed someone to stay with him, but unfortunately Nurse & DK were both run out in short succession and Fitzy went cheaply as well. Only Jason 'The Egyptian/Pharoah/Chas' Newman stayed with him scoring 34 before getting out. The target was slipping away and the only thing left was to see whether Rosco could get his 100. He batetd brilliantly and it came down to 1 off 2 balls. 1st ball hit the pad, Fez was off looking for a run and Ross said 'NO!' but I might hit the last ball for 6 said Fez. Last ball, Ross couldn't get a bat on it as it wa fired down the leg-side and he tragically finished on 99 not out (off to by a t-shirt like Wack?) as we ended up 38 short. Who knows whether Rosco actually got the ton he deserved as later inspection found the batting 4 runs short of the bowling!!
16th May - Ickwell (home) - We suffered another reverse against a strong Ickwell team that has come straight into Hunts 1 this year. Having truned up to find the pitch greener than a golden delicious in some places, the toss was going to be vital & unfortunately matey called correctly and elected to have a bowl. With the ball moving around off the pitch and in the gale force wind and stopping off the damp surface, batting wasn't easy and it was no surprise that their lively opener troubled us. However, it wasn't the pitch that did for Cracks it was the umpire's finger as he was fired him despite their keeper later saying 'I didn't appeal as it was well down leg!!' Witto missed a straight one next over & we were 6 for 2 leaving Gilly & Ross to try and repair things. They had added 47 when Gilly over-balanced and was smartly stumped for 22, shortly followed by Ross who chipped one that stopped on him to mid-wicket. Fitzy feathered one behind and Wack was also fired (looked high) to elaev us 63 for 6 and in the mire. At this point Jason & DK decided enough was enough and constructed a stand of 50, with DK the senior partner in both age and scoring! He had got 34 including a big 6 (Will please note!) when he was bowled. Jason get on going and supported by Willy (rolling back the years with 20) & Grease IX the score rose to 176 for 8 at the close. The Pharoah had 5 4's and a big 6 by the close as he finished on 43 not out to give us half a shout. Their big opener had other ideas as he came out and smashed boundaries everywhere, takign a massive liking to Gilly who's one over went for 20. AJ came on and took a wicket but Gandhi just kept on hitting finally being out to the Silver Fox himself for 84 in the 20th over!! DK got another one and slowed the rate for a bit to end on 20-41 and although Jason bowled well, they raced to the target in just 29 overs. 
17th May - Barnack (away) - Well if yesterday was a chastening defeat, this was even worse. However, it could have been so different had Butt done the decent thing and walked when he nicked AJ behind in the first over. Apaprently everyone on the pitch heard the nick (including deaf G!!) except the umpire. Still it wasn't the first time we've been given nothing in this fixture. Butt went on to get 81 & Gary Scotcher 52 before both were dismissed, the former run out by DK. AJ cheered everyone up by cleaning up Adam Scotcher before Steve Best smashed 37 and a new player Spragg hit 38. The target of 307 for 8 was huge & only DK (3-73) and Bambs (1-31) escaped with half-decent figures. Fez later made it clear in the changing room that it was only him & AJ that had bowled into the wind (although this wa sonly 20 overs in total??). In reply we struggled from the off & Only Wack (27) and Bambs (25) got past 12 as we crashed to a heavy defeat. Even a rain break (much to the disgust of certain home plaeyrs) failed to save us and the final dismissal of AJ being caught off a close fielder's back summed it all up. Never mind there's always next week....
23rd May - Burghley Park (away) - Well, that next week duly arrived in the form of an easy win in the picturesque surroundings of Burghley Park. Wining the toss and electing to field, Gaz made the surprise decision to open with Fez and DK (combined age over a 100..) but it paid off with Fez continuing his good run with 1-23 and DK picking up another couple of wickets with 2-33. Behind the sticks, Cracks was in good form with another 3 catches and a stumping, with his only blemish being a drop off AJ. Gaz got a bit of tap today (1-63) but was clearly rusty after 2 weeks off, leaving AJ and Witto to share the rest of the wickets. Despite a shaky first over, AJ recovered very well to run through the middle order to take 3-20 and Witto cleaned up the lower order with 3-30. The hosts finished on 172 all out in 43.2 overs. In reply, Gaz pulled another surprise by opening with Brad (he thought he was going 3) and the young lad didn't disappoint as he hit a beautiful 37. At the other end Cracks had gone for 14 but Gaz was carrying on his excellent form. Just as it seemed he was going to make it 5 fifties from 5 innings - disaster!! - he was bowled for 44. Rosco arrived and mixed careful defence with awesome power in his 32, before being undone by one that kept a touch low with the winning post in sight. Fitzy on the other hand fell for 18 to one that took off at the other end. Despite this mini-wobble, Layts saw us home with 25 balls to spare to secure 19 welcome points.
24th May - Oakham (away) - Two wins out of two this weekend as we achieved a surprise win against Oakham. Ross won a crucial toss and elected to bat on a scorching day. We lost Bambs ealry on, but Cracks found his form at last with an excellent 69 and together with Gaz and Ross, buitl a sizeable total. He was finally out for 69 to become the first of 7 wickets for Huxtable in a devastating spell of 7-26 in 5 overs. Gaz hit another 37 before beig trapped in front and Rosco hit 36 before being bowled trying to up the tempo at the death. No-one else reached double figures, as we sneaked past 200. In reply, it was AJ's day with the ball as he ripped through the top order like a hot knife through butter removing 1, 3 & 4 in no time. The Harris boys, Rosco & Fez claimed one each to negate bragging rights at home for the week and Lawty took 2-26 as we closed on victory. AJ returned to take another and had a good appeal for a stumping turned down for his 'five-for' leaving Gaz to take the last wicket and see us home with full points.
30th May - Huntingdon (away) - Anothe rheavy defeat here proved that this is our least favourite hunting ground. A crucial toss went the eay of the hosts and we were in the field on another hot day. Kieran took two wickets in his first over and was on a hat-trick and with AJ bowling well at the other end, it wasn't too bad at 36 for 3 from 9. However, we were to rue dropping Freddie Khan early on as he went on to smash 78 (including smashing Gaz's windowscreen). More flogging and cross-batting ensued as the total rose and further bowling points came from a surprise source - Stu Layton - as he claimed 5-56 in 9 overs to check the rate somewhat. However a late onslaught by the tail saw them get to 265. A good satrt was needed and we didn't get it with Wack, Cracks and Ross all back in th ehut early on. Gaz and Fitzy started to build the innings and were looking good before Fitzy got what at first glance seemed to be a rough decision, with th eball looking as though it was sliding down. His 29 had given us hope but once he went, Gaz went soon after for an excellent 63 and the game was up. AJ and Layts got us another batting point but that was that and we lost heavily.
31st May - Orton Park (home) - This was the day that Bambs' class finally came together as he hit a superb 109 not out to lead us to a comfortable 7-wkt win. Bowling first the openers kept the rate down without taking wickets leaving OP old boys Jason 'The Pharoah' and Gilly to rip through the batting. Pharoah took 4-43 and Gilly 2-35 (the first dismissal being particularly sweet as he cleaned up former skipper Barry Morris). Yet again dropped catches were our downfall and we shelled 5 more today, meaning that we didn't bowl out Orton as they finished on 195 for 8. In reply it was the Bamber show as his additional 1 hour net before the game clearly paid off as he looked in total control throughout. Gilly went early but Gaz played another solid innings to add 86 with Bambs before being adjudged LBW for 34. Bambs serenely went past 50 and together with Fitzy (36 not out) sw us home. He went past his 100 to a big cheer from his team mates and shortly after Fitzy smashed a big 6 to win the game with more than 4 overs to spare. Bambs knock contained 12 x 4 and 1 x 6, with Fitzy thumping 4x 4 and 1x 6 in his knock. 18 points and we are almost safe from the drop already.
6th June - Dean (home) - Our bogey team came to town with a weakened side and walked off with the points thanks to our poor all round display. Losing the toss and having to bowl was a bit of a blow, but AJ (0-17) and Fez (1-36) kept things reasonably tight even though we couldn't make inroads to their batting. More catches went down this week and we have now lost coutn of the number sheleld during the season. Certainly they cost us dear last week & again this week as Russell (36), Johnson (31), Singh (48) and Agnew (41) all ground out a big total. A late flurry of wickets saw us pick up some points, with Fitzy and Gaz each holding on to a couple. Layts finished with 2-40, DK 1-23 but it was Rosco who topped the bill this week with 3-49. In reply we got off to a slow start with Cracks and Gaz both falling cheaply by their standards. Rosco & Layts built a recovery and looked set to kick on and see us home before we had 3 disastrous overs that saw Ross mis-hit a long hop to the man in the deep for 32, Fitzy hit a full toss to the only man on the leg side within 20 yards for a duck and Jason hit a full toss to short extra cover also for a duck. All of a sudden we were in trouble. Stu Layton was batting well at the other end and reached his 50 with another boundary. At the other end Wack was being Wack and got off the mark with a 6 and followed it with another 2 balls later. Unfortunately both fell in quick succession, Layts for 62 and Wack for 23 (3 sixes) leaving the pressure on the tail. DK tried his best and finished up 32 not out, but in the end we finished up 12 short and missed out on the final batting point by one run. A poor day and one where we will reflect on a crucial spell of bowling by Tom Russell who bowled his 12 overs of spin for just 14 runs. Promotion bid must now be considered over and we need to focus on winning the next couple of games to avoid slipping into trouble at the other end of the table.
7th June - Ufford Park (away) - cancelled
13th June - Orton Park (away) - We made it 2 out of 2 against Orton this season with a hard fought 3 wicket win on a surprisingly difficult track. The usual runfest did not materialise as tight bowling restricted the hosts to just 50 runs in the first 19 overs. Wickets were hard to come by but they came steadily as overs ticked on and the need to score quickly became more apparent. Rosco was miserly with 0-15 from 8, AJ finished with 1-33 (big wicket of Barry Morris) and Fez tidiness personified with 0-26 from 9, but it was Stu Layton an dOrton old boy Jason 'The Pharoah' Newman that ripped through the order finishing with 4-30 and 4-52 respectively. Cracker picked up another 3 stumpings  as the innings closed on 163 thanks mainly to Meichan's 44. Gaz produced his normal return of caught 2 dropped 2 and Fitzy showed skills that benitez will be looking for at Anfield by booting the ball over the top of the stumps to secure a run out!. In reply we laboured to the extent that we were only 27 after 14 overs. That said, Layts (29), Gaz (24) and Rosco (39) picked up the pace in the middle overs to leave us well placed. Unfortunately we had a big wobble in the middle as the engine room failed to fire, with only Gilly gettign double figures with 16. 130 for 7 was a precarious position, but Witto an dPharoah held firm and with a flurry of boundaries saw us home in an unbeaten stand of 34 to secure the win with more than 3 overs to spare. Witto finished on 15 not out & Jason 23 not out to cap an excellent personal day. Much needed points and although we are still 3rd from bottom, the league is tight and a couple of wins could see us pushing for promotion again.
14th June - Yaxley (away) - Going into the game with a number of regulars missing, this was always going to be tough, but it gave the younger players a chance to step up from the 2's. Losing the toss and having to field didn't help, but again the Rosco/AJ opening partnership was tidy, with the rusn coming at little more than 2 runs an over. Unfortunately wickets didn't come and the openingn stand passed 100 before the first success came, courtesy of youngster Matt Cawley. Gaz then removed Clark for 58 and when Matt got another 2 the score was 140 for 4 and the door was slightly open. Unfortunately some lusty blows from Walsh (30) and Rob Clarke (27) got the total towards 200 before any further wickets fell. Matt finished on 3-69, before Gaz (3-26) and AJ (2-21) gained us some additional bowling points late on. Yaxley closed on 213 for 8. In reply, Cracks got off to a good start but lost Nurse early on and then saw a mix-up reuslt in Gaz being run out for 16. Brad went cheaply before Cracks found a partner in Fitzy. the two had taken the score to 110 when Cracks' innings came to an end for 54 when he was stumped off Mohammed. He had hit 6x 4 and 1x 6. Fitzy took the attack to the hosts by hitting 4x 4 and 3x 6 in his 52 but having lost Ross (10), Matt & Wack in quick succession, he was 8th out leaving us with a mountain to climb. AJ (18) did his best with 2 slog sweep boundaries, but it wasn't enough as we finished up 22 short. Mohammed was the main destroyer with 5-36 in his 10 overs. Disappointing loss, but we managed to get another 8 points from the game.
20th June - Sawtry (home) - What can only be described as a poor day at the office. After restricting the visitors to just 40 off 20 overs, they got away to register 188 int heir 45 overs, with Smith top scoring with 70 and Bonsall hitting a rpaid 43. Fez had the best figures (2-26) follwoed by Ross (1-23), Dennis (1-29), Layts (1-32) and Kieran 1-12 from his 4 overs. Despite the total amassed, it should still have been gettable on that track, but having started brightly with an opening stand of 74 between Cracks and Layts, we collapsed. Cracks went for 25 and then Layts for 49 to start the slide. Veteran Chapman caused most damage with 4-25 and the perennial thorn in our side Bonsall (3-24) continued the problem at the other end. At the end, only Rosco with 21 managed double figures as we were rolled over with 7 overs to go. A day to forget.....
27th June - Alconbury (away) - We got back to winning ways in this rain affected match that was reduced to 40 overs a side. Alconbury struggled against a good all-round bowling performance - AJ took 2-27, Ross 2-25 , Fitzy 1-7 and Gaz 3-33 as we restricted them to just 138 for 9. In reply we lost Cracks early, but sublime batting from Bams (62), Gaz (32) and Rosco (36) got us over the line with time to spare. The margin of victory could have been 8 wickets as with scores level we were only 2 down and a ball could have been called wide. As normally happens we then lost Bambs & Rosco, leaving Fitzy to come in and smack the winning runs.
28th June - Stamford (away) - Buoyed by the win the day before we travelled in good spirits and having started well with Bambs (36), Gilly (38) and Gaz (27) all contributing decent scores we expected a big total. Unfortunately apart form Fitzy (27) the engine room failed with only Rosco (17) of lower order reaching double figures. Some poor shot selection contributed to us committing the cardinal sin of being bowled out inside the 45 overs (Bennett 4-37, Dave 4-36). Boy, did that come back to haunt us later on! Despite AJ (3-28) and Sam (3-32) both bowling really well, opener Hulme stood firm and it was only when he reached 69 that we got him out. That said, we kept the runs down and had their innings finished at 45 overs, we would have won, but unfortunately they benefitted from the extra 3 overs and won in the last of these by 3 wickets. A disappointng result, but a salutory lesson about batting out your overs.
5th July - Yaxley (home) - If last week's batting display was bad, worse was to come as we capitulated in dismal fashion against a target that was very gettable... more to follow
