Sawtry -24th May - We got off to the worst possible start losing Fitz in the 1st over to a real peach from their NZ pro. Matters got worse after Wack refused a call for an easy single from the skipper, stayed in his ground and saw Rosco run out by a mile without striking a ball. When Wack followed him back to the pavillion next ball, things were looking bad. When Stuey was adjudged lbw shortly after (everyone thought he must have shrunk given where it hit him up the leg) and Layts was brilliantly caught by a diving Bonsall, things were rather tense to say the least (51 for 5 at 1/2 way stage). Enter Witto to steady the ship with Gaz. The pair ran brilliantly bewteen the wickets, tempered patience with aggression and turned the game round. Their partnership had reached 73 and Gaz had posted his first 50 for us when disaster struck as Gaz was run out backing up by a direct hit from mid-on who had unbeknown to Gaz rather sneakily crept in 10 yards!! Witto was caught going for a big hit next over and it was 124 for 7 with 9 left. With sawtry fancying their chances again, we needed a Peaks special & that's what we got as him and AJ added 69 to thoroughly demoralise Sawtry. AJ hit his 1st league six and Peaks 4 huge ones (now a big favourite already for 6-hit award) including one that must have gone almost 30yards into the field over G's bench. He reached his 50 in the last over as 45 runs were smashed in the last 3 overs. We finished on 211. In reply they got off to a flyer using Peaks' pace to guide and edge the ball over the ropes. Webbo kept it tight at the other end before Ross made a double change of Lawty & himself. Run rate slowed immediately as Ross removed both openers & at drinks, the rate was >6 an over. Willie returned for a 2nd spell and quickly made inroads and with Lawt claiming 2-40 the game was ours to lose. Cooper did his best with 40, but Willie (4-29) and Ross (3-45) held sway and we achieved maxium points in the last over. We're now in 2nd place and ruing the call-off v Upwood as Barnack sneeked another win to stay clear of us.
Alconbury away - 31st May - Despite having our worst day for player availability of the season so far, we still picked up 28 points in this comprehensive win. On a pitch that was understandably damp after such a wet week, the toss was going to be crucial and yet again Rosco came up trumps, calling correctly and asking our hosts to bat. Quickly realising that taking the pace off the ball got more results, we bowled superbly. Willie was incredibly miserly conceding just 11 runs in 7 overs, whilst Rosco nipped one out in his 8 overs (1-16), The change bowlers also did a superb job, with Fez sticking to captains orders with a very tidy spell and Nicky Lawton running through the middle order (4-27) despite  in his own words "the ball not coming out right today". Rosco rotated the bowlers again and brought slow bowlers Gaz and Dennis Compton into the attack. The latter - making his 1st appearance for the 1st team this year - took 2-10 and Gaz 2-23 as they ran through the late order. It was yet another brilliant bit of fielding (his own words) that saw NCC's very own Jonty Rhodes (yes you guessed it - Fez) run out the last man as Alconbury were all out for 105. In reply Craney and Layts put on 53 in good time, before they were both out in successive overs. Craney (batting like a dream) hole dout int he deep for 35 whilst Layts was run out by a direct hit, which was very unlucky judging by some of the other fielding on show. Gaz and Fitz made sure of the win in an unbeaten stand of 53, with Fitzy rushing us ove rthe line with two big sixes int he space of 3 overs, to ensure 3 run rate points and 28 overall. Our day was complete when Orton Park beat Barnack to leave us just 1 point behind at the top.
Uppingham - 1st June - With rain dleaying the start, the toss was going to be crucial and Rosco finally lost one! We had to bat first on a wet wicket and lost Chris Bamber & AJ quickly, both playing on and Cracker was then yorked to leave us at 10 for 3. It was real hard work out there and Gaz dug and Fitzy attacked to try and turnt hings around. Boundaries staretd to come although overs were the enemy as we were down to 40 a side and the clock was ticking. Fitzy finally missed one and was bowled for an excellent 45 after the aprtnership was worth 84. Gaz went on to a 'red inker' with his 2nd 50 in successive weekends (finishing on 55 no) with the total boosted by Peaks late thrash for 17. We closed on 147, which was thought to be competitive. Unfortunately Uppingham got off to a flyer, scoring at 6 an over for the first 9, before Willie got 2 in 2 balls, narrowly missing the hat-trick as an edge flew away for 4. He got his man next ball though but just couldn't get any more. He later returned form the other end, but another victim eluded him (3-36). Peaks bowled really well, finishing with 2-18 from his 10, with 10 of those runs coming in 2 balls. Lawty (1-38) suffered a bit in the conditions and our cause was not helped by 5 dropped catches- if ever "catches win matches" cliche applied it was today. Rosco changed ends but Bartram & Binley, both of whom play higher level cricket on saturdays rode their luck to steer Uppingham home with 10 balls to spare. A good, see-saw game that ended with each team getting 5 bonus points (i.e the same as a rain-off!!)
Burghley Park - 7th June - Cancelled. Blooming rain started about 10.30 and just kept on going until mid afternoon by which time game was called off
Market Deeping - 8th June - Lost by 6 wickets, but picked up 5 points against promotion favourites Deeping. ... A superb 81 from Cracker failed to save us from a 6wkt defeat against title favourites Deeping, as only Gaz (20) and Rosco (27) got into double figures. Peaks was targetted by his old temamates and despite all players disappearing on to leg when he came out, they ahd last laugh as he got a duck. 157 was never really enough and they cruised home with a 3rd of the overs left. Gaz picked up 2 wickets and Fez & Peaks one each, but it wasn't to be. Still 5 points wasn't a total disaster.
Dean - 14th June - Won by 61 runs - After a slowish start that saw us lose Wack (18) Fitz (6) and Clingo fired by Wack for slow scoring for 17, Rosco & Cracker set about repairing the innings. The stand had reached 49 when Cracks was out and then Rosco followed straight after for a good 38, having showed signs of a return to his old self with the bat. 100 for 5 was a little dicey, but we needn't have worried as Layts and Peaks added a stunning 102 to put the game firmly back in our control. Layts was out for a patient 27 as he was happy to play supporting role to Peaks who smashed a truly magnificent 101 including 10 big sixes and a few fours. He was finally out at 239, leaving Witto & Dennis to see us to 249 at the close. In reply, Dean never got going and AJ (1-27) and Rosco (2-19) soon had 3 back in the pavillion. Agnew (77) and Czaiki (47) put up some brave resistance, but the result was never in doubt, despite a rare off day from Lawty and a bit of tap for Peaks. Crcaker turned to spin kings Witto & Dennis in an attempt to get maximum points and the move paid off as they took 4-44 and 2-6 respectively to seal the victory with just over 2 overs to spare.
 Yaxley - 15th June - A top, top win from a seemingly losing position of 98 for 6 chasing 194. However, enter Peaks, spurred on by receiving two beamers from Upwood's South African pro (him and two others playing now for Yaxley?) he set about destroying the home attack with a blistering 66 not out including 6x 6 and 5x 4. His innings along with Gaz's masterful 70 not out (included a lot more singles than Peaks!!) saw the pair add 97 unbeaten runs and turn possible defeat into a fantastic win. Earlier on Yaxley had been 93 for 0 before Peaks took 4-41, Gaz 2-23 and Bubbles Bamber 1-18 to restrict them to 194 for 7. Willie, Ross and Lawt all bowled tidily before all had their figures spoiled a bit by expensive last overs. That said, the fielding was good, catches were held and this victory moves us further away from Yaxley who remain bottom. Victory v Nassington next week would put big breathing space between us and these two temas that are near the bottom.
Ramsey 2nd X1 - Cancelled due to rain
Nassington - 23rd June - A real mixed bag here as we bowled superbly but batted terribly. Rosco & Peaks kept the squeeze on early on with miserly spells of 1-18 and 1-17, but Sandel (49) and Chappel (24) batted well. Clingo, despite getting some tap, got Sandel out and finished with 2-51, but it was Lawty who broke his 'four-for' hoodoo and stole the show with a superb 5-32 in a welcome return to form. 128 was a very gettable target but unfortunately the bad side of NCC returned with a vengeance. Chris Bamber was unfortunate to be out to a stunning catch, but 4 others threw their wickets away with bad shots and poor judgement. Cracks was out to a low catch by the keeper and Rosco got a beauty to leave us staring down the barrel again. Peaks tried his best and hit a couple of lusty blows in his 19, but when he was well caught on the boundary to give Dom McMullan his fifth wicket (5-25), defeat was confirmed. This defeat was as disappointing as teh win last week was good and we have missed a real chance to put daylight between us and the bottom 4. Never mind- we must bounce back 
Barnack - 28th June - Lost by 3 wickets. Having been put in to bat in this top of the table clash, Ross & Cracks got us off to a great start, adding 92 for the 1st wicket, before Ross was out for 59 - his highest of the season. Gaz, struggling with a chest infection added 53 with Cracks before injuring his side and neediing a runner. When he was out for 36 at 145 we were well placed. Fitzy came in and cracked 27 and Peaks was just starting to get going before both holed out. Cracks fell for a patient 45, but from here on in though we didn't bat very sensibly. In the end we just managed to bat out the 45 overs to get 217, which was felt to be about 30 short. When Barnack batted, Peaks bowled a superb spell (2-25) and at 75 for 4 we were in control. Fez having got main man Gary Scotcher with his 'slower ball'. AJ acting as sub for Gaz then took a beauty of a catch at mid-wicket. Adam Scotcher then showed the best and worst sides of his nature, with an excellent innings spoiled by some nasty comments/attitude that soured the game. Aided by veteran Willgress (39) they brought the visitors back in the game, but it was young Tom Hall's arrival that changed the game. Having had a massive reprieve after being trapped in front of the stumps early on, and then another very close run outcall, he preceded to smash the ball all over the place as our bowling became wayward. Frustrations grew as wides began to be called and decisions went against us and Barnack sneaked home by 3 wickets with Hall 48 not out. If ever a neutral umpire was needed for a game it was this one, as it would have taken any chance of controversy out of the equation. Not a lot of room for further slip ups now and we must win all our remaining games.
Stamford (Away) - 29th June - batting first we reached another creditable total of 219 for 6 against a side pushing for promotion. Stuey McCracken & Peaks were the mainstays of the batting with superb scores of 86 and 72 respectively but apart from that only Fitzy with 23 and extras 22 got double figures. Chris Bore (3-22) was the main bowler for them. In reply their opener Bennett smashed 106 and the number 3 Prentice 47 as the hosts raced to the target with just under 7 overs to go. Ross took 1-30 and Clingo 3-36 as we claimed 2 bowling points to go with the 5 batting points. Result sweren't that favourable for us either, so we will need to beat Yaxley on sunday and Castor at least once if we are to retain mid-table comfort.
Huntingdon (away) 5th July. Another high scoring game in which we just came up short. Big toss to win and unfortunately they won it! Batting first they got off to a flier with their batters playing like it was a 10-over game, with more swings than a clock pendulum! Ross & Peaks toiled away, but our plans were shattered when Willie pulled up in his 1st over with a recurrence of his calf injury. Ross bowled right through for 2-58 and Peaks had 3 spells for his 3-63 - figures only spolit by some late order slogging by Shafiq. Spinners Clingo and Witto kept the rate down fairly well but with wkts in hand the home side threw caution to the wind. That said, 234 was a fair target and one we fancied chasing, especially when Wack tore into the opener with 22 in one over. He made 40 before being unluckily caught off a top edge off opposing captain Roger Black's suspect action when 2 fielders collided. Cracker and Gaz kept the board ticking before the former was stumped for 22 in the 17th over. Brad went in the same over and we had to rebuild. Gaz & Spanner plugged away against the spinners but try as they might they found runs hard to come by, with only 15 coming from 7 overs in the middle of the innings. Gaz finally perished for 46 and then Fitz & Spanner both went soon after leaving our hopes mainly on the considerable shoulders of Peaks & Rosco. The pair batted sensibly and kept the rate within manageable proportions despite negative bowling and field placement (we would probably have won had the rule been to have 4 in the circle instead of none!) until 4 overs from the end when Peaks was bowled for 36 by a shooter that hit the base of the stump having pitched halfway down. Cue high pitched screams from the fielders previously only heard at a Take That concert!! Witto kept Ross company until Ross (26) also got a shooter to spark more high pitched celebrations. Witto and AJ needed 26 off 2 but despite some excellent running only 10 came from the penultimate over. Two wkts in 2 balls at the start of the last over finished it off to leave the hosts believing they had won the league (well at least that is how they reacted...) Another one that got away.
Yaxley - Home - 6th July - Same old story, good batting produces good score, but poor bowling and fielding results in heavy defeat. Put in to bat in bowler friendly conditions we lost Chris Bamber & AJ with only 39 on the board, but Cracks was in superb form and raced to a superb 50. Peaks was caught on the ropes for 13 and Witto went cheaply, but Cracks pushed on and hit a flurry of boundaries to move within touching distance of a deserved ton. Unfortunately, he didn't go through with a drive and was caught at mid-off for a brilliant 90. Rosco crashed a 50 and Wack 24 as our total continued to rise, endind up eventually on a challenging 230 for 8. In reply Yaxley's openers kept the board ticking and assisted by an awful fielding display that saw us drop no less than 7 catches they crusied towards the target. Peaks took 2-60 and Ross 1-64 as wickets eventually came, but it was far too late and Clingo's 2 caught & bowleds only served to give us another point. The end came with almost 6 overs in hand with SA opener Hattingh finishing 125 not out courtesy of 5 chances going down and sees Yaxley go above us in the table. We need to satrt winning again soon otherwise we will end up in a relegation dogfight.
Orton Park - away 12th July - A truly stunning win to keep our promotion hoeps alive. Put in ona  wet track, we were struggling big time at 22 for 2 from 14 when the rain came. On another day it might have bene washed out, but both teams (and the umpire) were keen to play & it was agreed to reduce to 36 overs each. Cracks tried to up the tempo, but slipped coming down the track and was stumped. This brought Peaks and Ross together & the boys rose to the pressure as expected. Rosco having battled so hard before the rain threw off the shackles and started crashing it about before being caught off a top edge for 31. Peaks was dropped on 0 and boy did he make them pay!! smashing 43 off just 32 balls including 4 huge sixes in a match-winning partnership with Fitzy. Once Peaks went Fitzy went into overdrive and hit 3 sixes of his own the most audacious being a one-kneed slog sweep off the opener who was not amused! he eventually was out for 42 off 33 balls and with Witto hitting the last 2 balls for 4 we ended on a challenging 169 for 7. Bowling wise we got off to the perfect start with both openers being dismissed by Ross/Peaks in 4 overs. Ikhlaq looked like he meant business, but it all ended when Peaks pulled off an astonishing bit of fielding off his own bowling - diving full length to his right and then back flicking the ball to Cracks to run him out. After that there was a bit of resistance from Akhtar & laughlin, but AJ dismised both and then completed a 3-11 spell by getting Fisher for 0. At the other end wily old Ferret took 3-20 including a real "Booooty" to dismiss Adam Morris. Victory by 81 runs was sealed when Witto took a catch off Clingo's 3rd ball. A real team effort
Bourne - away 13th July. fair to say a game of 2 halves!! With Fitzy resplendent in his new green blazer having called correctly we batetd first on a superb deck. Bamber got more abuse than the Prime Minister as he opened against his saturday colleagues but soon deposited the opening bowler in the tennis courts. Unfortunatelyw ith the score on 28 we played - by his own admission - a losoe shot and was caught by everyone's favourite cricketer Cliff Spinks. Fitzy went next over and we were in trouble. AJ stayed with Rosco whilst the latter smashed it to all parts in a concerted and controlled attack and the 50 partnership was brought up by a lovely cover drive from AJ. Unfortunately he got a good one next ball and was gone for 8. Ross continued his excellent innings during a partnership of 68 with Gaz who was playing some on-side shots. Ross was eventually out for 67 trying to hit Spinks. In came Wacker & immediately upset the aple cart with a series of unorthodox and text book shots. He thumped it about to race to his 50 before being cleaned up int he penultimate over. At the other end Gaz batted serenely and without undue difficulty to register an excellent 77 not out as we closed on 246 for 5. When we bowled, Spinks clearly had the hump and came out swinging - unfortunately for us it came off and with Aussie Pro Fotheringham batting well at the other end runs came rapidly. 79 for 0 from 6 was not the start we hoped for! AJ (0-20 from 4) bowled well and almost got both batters, but we couldn't stem the flow. Spinks finished on 136 not out and seemed set to finish it himself but for intervention from his partner who would have been stranded on 95. As it was he got his 100 with another 6 at the ned of the 23rd over. At least the carnage had been brief!!
Upwood - Home - 19th July. With the British weather being its usual volatile self, Rosco won the toss and asked the visitors to bat. In between the two rain breaks, Gaz held a good low catch off Peaks to remove one of th eopeners, but it was shortly after the 2nd brief break that Peaks made the vital strike, dismissing SA opener Hattingh for 25. Peaks bowled unchanged to finish on 2-24. Rosco felt he struggled a bit with his line at th eother end, but still had tidy figures of 0-22. With 2 overs a side lost due to the rian, Upwood tried to kick on, but wer epegged back by Fez (1-30), Lawty (2-42) and Dennis (1-35). As would be expected, the run rate increased late on and although over the innings we dropped 3 catches, our ground fielding was good and saved us quite a few runs. Lawty was back in the groove after a couple of weeks off and gained personal reward and an extra bonus point when he took 2 in 2 balls in his last over. 158 for 6 was a competitive total, but the wicket was drying out all the time & we felt it was well within our reach if we got off to a good start. Off we went then against the all left arm attack of Verrall & Page and whilst runs were hard to come by, Cracker & AJ slowly got themselves in. In the 7th over, just as he was finding a bit of rhythm, Cracker hit one to square leg and sportingly walked off, even though there appeared to be some doubt about a bump ball - 16 for 1. The in-form Gaz came in to join AJ and with good running and shot selection the pair added 38 in steady time before Gaz was bowled off an inside edge for 19. AJ was growing in confidence all the time and for the 2nd week running added 50+ with Rosco. Runs began to come freely and the game was heading our way as the run rate stayed at <4 an over with 8 wkts in hand. AJwas finally out in sight of a first league 50, when he fell for a patient and well constructed 40 with the score at 119, as Page claimed the last wkt to fall. In walked Peaks, with a strong desire to finish it quickly and this is what happened as him & Ross smashed the remaining 40 runs from just 5.3 overs. Ross drove the returning Verrall back over his head for 6, but not to be out-done, Peaks hit 2 sixes in an over, one of which was a 'KP style' switch hit.. Fantastic stuff. Victory came with 7.3 overs to go with Ross on 39 n.o. and Peaks on 30 n.o & whilst we still have to rely on Barnack losing at least one game before we play them again, at least we are still in with a chance.. Good team performance 

 v Market Deepeing - Home - 20th July. It should have been a double-winning weekend as we should have pulled off a big shock by beating the league leaders. Put in on a two-paced pitch, Bambs & Cracks got us off to a good start before Bambs nicked one behind for 30. Gaz, Ross & peaks all fell in quick succession & when Cracks was bowled for 38 off the miserly Cowley (3-16), we were in trouble at 95 for 5. Enter the old guard of Fitz & Nurse, who batted sensibly, running hard and hitting the bad balls. They added 73 precious runs before both were out in the last 3 overs for 28 and 44 respectively. Closing on 185 for 8, we had something to bowl at. Ross & peaks wer einspired early on & the Ross & Cracks combination snared two wickets. Unfortunately our old failing of dropping catches came back to haunt us as 2 went down soon after. Sharp came in and hit everything in the air between or over fielders and led a charmed life during his 80. The opener had an even more charmed life being both dropped and reprieved when bowled as th eunpire judged he was unsighted and wouldn't give the decision. Ross eventually got him and finished on 3-53 whilst Peaks got just reward for an excellent spell with two wkts including Sharp. He finished on 2-33. AJ bowled an excellent spell without any luck for his 0-22 and Fitzy mixed wickets with runs in his 3-48. Alas 5 more catches went down to make 7 in all and although a couple were difficult we should have held the majority. In th ened we didn't quite have enough runs & Deeping snuck home with a couple of wickets to spare. We are still ok at present, but need a win or two to secure survival an da free meal from Geoff.. Nervous looks over shoulders is starting to be a sunday feature!! 
v Sawtry - Away 26th July - Another good all-round team performance saw us come away with a 4wt win that was more comfortable than the final margin suggests. Bowling first, it became apparent that the pitch had irregular bounce and that we needed to get the hosts out quickly. In muggy conditions, Ross (2-24) and Willie - returning a tidy 0-22 on return from injury - bowled well and it was only a 3rd wicket stand that threatened to cause us problems. Fez bowled a tidy spell for no reward and Dennis had the oppo in all sorts of trouble in his miserly 11 over 0-24 spell. However, it was AJ that broke the partnership removing both Bonsall & Smith before finishing with 2-17. From then on it was the Gaz Clingo show with excellent figures of 5-23 from 10 overs to destroy the middle/lower order. 150 was a good target to chase. Another new opening partnership of the returnign Kev Kent & AJ set about the task confidently and aided by generous helpings of extras added 44 in quick time before Kev was lbw for 11. Layts went soon after to one that kept low bringing the in-form skip Rosco to the crease. For the third game running he and AJ added 50+, with Ross once agin the dominant partner. He smashed 7 fours and 2 sixes in his innings of 61 before fatigue and a very low bounce finally ended his knock. The stand had been worth 85 and had taken us tot he brink of victory. Therein it got a little nervy as Gaz went and AJ's resolute & patient knock ended when he played on for 29 with just 6 to win. Wack then went trying to finish it with just 3 required before Dennis calmly strode down the pitch 2nd ball and lifted Bonsall over his head for the winning runs. Another victory that keeps us alive in the chase for promotion, although we have now dropped to 4th following Huntingdon's maximum thrashing of Barnack. Barnack 289, O.Park 264, Hunts 260, NCC 259. Not a disaster as we still have 4 of bottom 5 to play & Barnack/O.Park play each other next week.
v Alconbury - Home 2nd August - A stunning 30-point win thanks initially to the covers that saved the day and allowed play to start just 1/2 hour late. Reduced to 43 overs a side the visitors were asked to bat and Ross and Willie (1-20) quickly snaffled a victim each. There then follwoed a dogged stand of 59 between Willcock and Suckling, but once both had been dismissed, the floodgates opened. Spin twins/kings Dennis (3-29) and Gaz (2-23) bowled 23 overs between them and tied the opposition in knots, leaving th edoor open for Rosco to balst through the tail to finish with an excellent 4-29. Chaisng 123 top bonus points were on the skippers mind and to do so we needed to pass the target in 24 overs. Enter trusty steed Walker!! Climbing off his sick bed he smashed a rapid 72 with 8x 4 and 4x 6 to dominate a stand of 104 with Cracks. When he was eventually out via  stunning boundary catch, we were home and dry. Just to make sure, Cracks hit a flurry of boundaries to finish 42n.o as we won at the end of the 19th over. The only dampner on the day was Barnack beating Orton, but all we can do is keep winning and hoep for the best.
v Bourne - Home 3rd August - Another bonzer day for us as we took 19 out of a possible 20 points against a Bourne side weakened by Wilcox Cup commitments. Of th e1st team only Dave Christmas featured but we took full advantage. Put int o bat, AJ and Cracks added 64 before the latter was out for 37. AJ then added 24 with Gaz before being caught on the ropes for 29 at which point Gaz and Ross took up the baton. They added 55 in quick time before Ross was lbw for 28. Gaz then added 63 vital runs with Fitzy who played a superb innings of 42. Gaz was eventually out just 2 short of another half-century and after a couple of big biffs, we closed on 220 for 7. In reply, Bourne got off to a bad start with Rosco ripping put 3 of the top order in his 3-39 spell. Danger loomed in the form of Christmas (44) and Lindley (51) but Fitzy removed both thanks to excellent catches from AJ and Lawt respectively. The old fox Gilly took 1-36 and Fitzy two more victims as we close din on maximum points. Lawt got a run out but we couldn't get the last wicket. Special mentions for Fez (02-6) and Lawt (0-27) who both bowled well without success, but the main thing was a vital win that keeps us out of the bottom 2. Of our last 5 games, we have to play Castor twice (below us) and Barnack/March who ar ein the mix with us. It's going to be tight!!!!
v Burghley Park - 9th August - Cancelled due to rain.
v Barnack - 10th August - What can only be described as a bad day at the office. Town Pro, Asim Butt smashed 178 not out (although he was run out on 98 only to be astonishingly not given) and then when we batted ex-Town S Mohammed destroyed us with 5-53. Bowling wise Ross took the only wkt for a bowler (Butt ran both Scotcher's out for us!) and batting wise onlY Fitzy (38) and Willie (37) got any runs. A hammering!
v Dean - Away 16th August - A complete disaster! Lost the toss on an awful pitch of ridiculously low bounce and after a big struggle posted what should have been a challenging total, only to bowl badly and not exploit the difficult batting conditions. Although it was hard going, Cracks & wack put on just under 50 for the first wkt before both fell for 25 & 29 either side of Gaz. Rosco hit 26 before he missed a full toss and Fitz for 10. Dunc & Dennis added 30 before Dunc went for 18 trying to up the rate. Den went for 20 late on and although Kev (10 no) and AJ got us an extra point in the last over to finish on 153, we knew we would have to bowl well to win it. Unfortunately with no Willie, Fez or Peaks it was going to be difficult and so it proved as Tom Russell's 64 and A Johnson's 42 saw them close to victory before we took a wicket. AJ (1-20) was the only successful bowler as the other was a run out. Outplayed but it has to be said that I think we must have run over several cats ont he way there, as we had no luck whatsover. Promotion over for another season.
v Stamford - Home 17th August - After yesterday's debacle, we bounced back with a gutsy performance to pinch a win that keeps us alive in Rutland 2. With Rosco detained due to pork joint carving duties at home, Bamber took the toss on his behalf and although Stamford called right they decided to bat (Bambs would have bowled anyway!). Ross did make it for the start and promptly gave the new ball to "Mr Juice" himself - Fitzy, who bowled really well in his 7 over stint. Ross ket things tidy the other end and after 13 oversa they were only 38. AJ was then brought into the attack and produced his best bowling of the year, removing both openers in his 6 over spell, finishing with 2 for 8. At the other end there was a welcome return to form for Lawty who troubled the batsmen throughout. Low on confidence of late, this spell of 0-27 should do wonders for him. With 5 overs to go, the rate hd begun to rise as they hit out, but Gaz claimed 2 in 2 balls to slow things down. BY now Dunc's hamstring ha dgiven up and we were effectively down to 10 in the field. However, it didn't make a huge difference as Liam Dave opened his shoulders and smashed 12 boundaries late on to race to 75n.o, ruining Rosco's figures in the process. Fitz ended on 1-50, Rosco 0-57 and Gaz 2-44. A much better bowling display and we must mention Nurse's fielding, which was excellent all day prompting calls for a drugs test to ensure it was him there and not an unknown twin!!  In reply, we got off to the worst of starts, with Wack being run out for 4 and then Cracks being trapped bang in front for 16. Bambs looked in great nick again before smashing a long hop straight to a fielder and at 56 for 3 we were struggling. Gaz recovered from his mare yesterday to keep the board ticking and togetehr with Rosco added 40 before being stumped just 4 short of his 50. Fitzy & Rosco then added 24, including 2 sixes for Fitz before a calamitous mix-up saw him run out for 28. 71 needed from 11 overs. With the fields deep-set and the bowling tight, things looked tough for us, but Ross & Nurse kept calm (well most of the time) and traded singles and 6's. The target became 44 from 5 and 39 from 4 when the match turned as Hall's over went for 14, with Ross hitting 2 maximums. 25 from 3 - crucial over coming up as Dave had been bowling well. Nurse hits the first one for 6, then 3 singles, next one in the slot and another 6. Ten left form 12 balls now. 2 from Ross two singles and leg bye make it 5 form 7 balls. Nurse not taking any chances of leaving it to the last over promptly smashes it into the field to seal an amazing win. Captain Rosco finished 42 not out (3 sixes no 4's) and Nurse 41 n.o (5 sixes and 11 ones). Good game played in great spirit with the win conitnuing to give us hope of avoiding the drop.
v Ramsey - Away 23rd August - When Ramsey won the toss and elected to bat, it was clear their young side did not want an afternoon chasing leather. Rosco (1-14) and Willie (1-15 from 12 overs) bowled very tidily at the start and run scoring was slow and difficult. Senior players Wells & O'Grady added 42  for the 2nd wkt but once 'Silver Fox' Dennis broke through, there was a steady procession of wickets. Den finished on 2-17 from his 7 overs, but before then Lawty's wicket drought had been broken by a catch from Fitzy. Obviously delighted by this he went on to claim another in his 2-26, 12 over stint. AJ was brought back to bowl out at one end and captured 3 wickets including 2 in the last over to give us maximum bolwing points. He ended with 3-30 as Ramsey were all out for 120. IN repoly we needed to get the runs ion 24 overs to get max points and Cracker & Wack set off at a rate of knots, with boundaries coming freely.The stand was worth 40 in the 7th over when Crack was caught for 25. Gaz fell cheaply 9 runs later to bring Rosco to the crease. In his usual positive fashion he decided to end it as quickly as possible and smashed 5 maximums in his 36-ball 56 not out including the winning runs after 4 balls of the 19th over. Wack received an awful lot of stick for 'dweebing about for 35 n.o from just 38 balls' but protested that he hadn't had enough of the strike. A crushing win, but well done Ramsey's young kids that plugged away well. The 30-points means that 8 points are needed from the last game to secure 2nd place.

v March Town - Away 24th August. With several key players missing and being forced to travel with a team containing 3 under 17's (AJ, Matt & Harry) an u-12 (Greg) and a hobbling Dunc, the omens were not good, especially when the home side included most of their Cambs league saturday team. They won th etoss and opted to bat, leaving us contemplating how many we could keep them down to! Their openers raced away and 300+ looked a distinct possibility as although Rosco & Fitzy bowled well, every bad ball went to the ropes. Suffering fromt he effects of a heavy cold and alcohol, Ross's 0-34 was a good effort and he was well supported by Fitzy (0-39) at the other end. A double bowling change worked wonders, as Lawty (1-48) buoyed by his return to the wickets the day before, broke the opening stand thanks to an assured catch by Fitz at long on. AJ bowled well in tandem and slowed the run rate and things might hae been different had Cracks been able to hold on to a very difficult low chance off Seymour when he was 0. Harry Roe came on for his first senior bowl and did really well. He removed opener Mills - courtesy of a great legside stumping by Cracks - and then sent Vail's leg stump cartwheeling in his spell of 2-43. A promising start to 1st X1 bowling for Harry. With the hosts trying to up the tempo in the last 10 overs, Rosco decided to take the pace off and bowl Greg. Despite the daunting sitaution, he did really well and took 1-22 off his 4 overs, with his wicket coming courtesy of a good diving catch by Andy Cadogan who was also helping us out. At the other end AJ continued to bowl well and eventually got his reward with 3 late wickets including that of Seymour who had now got 106, last ball of the innings. He finished with 3-60 from 12 overs as March closed on 252 for 7, giving us 3 points, which in the circumstances was a good return. In reply, Cracks went cheaply for 9 with the score on 27 but after this, Andy Cadogan and Wacker added 101 in quick time, with Wack in one of those moods where he smashed everything to the boundary. He raced past his 50 and March were so concerned they had to bring paceman Seymour into the attack, when they ahd planned to rest him. Unfortunately Andy was caught on the boundary for 23 and then Wack (by now struggling with a calf injury) went in the next over bowled by Seymour just 9 short of his ton. From here on it was mainly the Rosco show after Fitz had gone cheaply. He added nearly 40 with AJ, before the latter was lbw to a low one for 10 exposing the inexperienced youngsters. Ross marshalled the strike successfuly and smashed 4's and 6's with great regularity to suddenly bring an unlikely victory into view. Dunc came in hobbling at 10 and gave him support to keep the chase alive. 45 from 4 became 22 from 2 and 13 from the last over. With 9 wanted from 3 balls and Ross on 94, their opening bowler bowled a peach of a ball that Ross couldn't get away and the task of 9 from 2 was too much as a perfect yorker ended Ross's hopes of a match-winning ton. Greg took a single off the last ball to leave us agonisingly 8 short off what would have been a truly magnificent victory. As it is, the 8 bonus points boosts our chances of survival and we are now 29 points clear of Castor, but they have 2 games in hand. Will one win out of 2 against them now see us safe?????  Very tense..
v Barnack - Away 30th August - Batting first we lost Cracker early before Wack and Gaz took the score to 71. Wack was then out for 34 bowled by Steve Best. Rosoc & Gaz then added 50 before Ross hit a full toss straight to the boundary fielder for 29. Gaz kept things ticking along and held the innings together with a very controlled knock as Fitzy & Dennis went without reaching double figures. Gaz had reached 60 when he was bowled by the league's most unpopular cricketer Adam Scotcher. With the score on 175 and only 6 overs to go, we needed to kick on and Nurse and Willie did just that in a stand of 42. Nurse was out for 24 - courtesy of a stunning one-handed boundary catch- followed shortly by Willie for the same score. AJ and Grease negotitated the last over and we closed at 231 for 8. Despite tidy bowling from the new, new ball pairing of Willie (0-48) and AJ (0-34) Barnack reached 97 without loss, before Gaz claimed the wicket of Gary Scotcher caught behind for 43. Billy Young (59) became the first of Dennis's victims soon after and when he bowled Besty for a duck we were really in the driving seat as they fell to 126 for 4. Willgress & Scotcher then added 50, but like a mountie, Dennis got his man by bowling the former for 21 and followed it up by clean bolwing the next batsman first ball to complete his first 'Michelle' for NCC. His figures were 5-45 from 12 overs. Rosco now returned to the attack and immediately took a wicket before Gaz competed the perfect afternoon for him (a 50, plus both Scotchers) by clean bowling the other Scotcher to seal the win. Fittingly, it was Rosco who took the last wicket with the last ball of the season. A real case of what might have been had we not had the 2 rained off games v Burghley Park and the one against Ramsey, that in reality cost us 70 points, which in turn wuld have left us comfortably clear at the top.
v Castor - Home 7th September - Cancelled. Unfortunately several days of heavy rain rendered the pitch unplayable despite bets efforts of Geoff, Ross & Fez. Only one game left now and following Castor's subsequent defeat at Barnack, we need 3 bonus points to stay up..
V Castor - Away 21st September - Despite a master plan to stretch the boundaries as far as possible (which they were) and for the pitch to be awful (which it was- possibly the worst ever) Castor's hopes of rolling us out and getting full points went up in smoke when Ross won the toss and put them in to bat so we could control the game. Ross took a blinding c & b in the 1st over, but from there on it was hard graft as AJ & Ross struggled to make any further breakthroughs. With Castor ticking along steadily, the turning point came when the 'Wily Fox' - a.k.a Dennis Compton - was introduced into the attack. the pitch was tailor made for his boowling and he reeled off a miserly spell of 1-17 in 12 overs to really put the pressure on the batters who knew that 2 wickets down they had to get 200. With Gaz and Lawt keeping it tight the other end, the required rate grew until something had to give and it did! Lawty induced a raash shot from Cotton an dDunc pouched it with ease. With overs ticking off, golden arm Johnny Gill got the wicket that all but sealed our safety when Ross caught opposing skipper Rodgers for 81. Lawty (2-47) and Gilly (2-23) got another one each as they finished on 168, which was enough for only 3 points and as we had already got 3 points, we were safe and they were down. With the pressure off Ross jiggled the batting order a bit and sent Nurse in at 3 and Grease at 5 and both were in early as we collapsed big time against the acccuracy of Shammim (5-15) for whom the low/shooting pitch was ideal. Only Cracker stood firm with 28 off the bat and it was left to Lawty to hit the only boundary. Extras top scored with 30 as we were 81 all out, but ultimately the result didn't matter - the bonus points did and we live to fight another day in Division 2.  Well done everyone - Geoff get your money out that meal is calling!!!
