Midweek reports 2010
1st game v Castor & Ailsworth – May 6th
Wow, what a way to start the season – the biggest mismatch since Aberdeen thrashed Bon Accord 36-0. With the League AGM pledging that the split of teams into 3 divisions would result in games being played between sides of roughly the same ability it was a bit of a shock to turn up and find that the hosts had professionals, South Africans and half their 1st team playing. Clearly our gallant band of lads including Mitch who had played one game, Matt’s mate David (no games) and Ian as the token veteran!! were going to be up against it and so it proved.

Castor’s pro opened up and after a short while commented that ‘he wondered why he bothered as the mismatch was so unfair’. Needless to say our guys tried their best but got thumped all round (and out of) the park. AJ took 2-10 in 2 overs to stem the flow a bit, but with a couple of close decisions not going our way either carnage ensued. Castor eventually closed, after a host of switch hits and extravagant shots and numerous wides by our disillusioned lads, on a massive 193. 

In reply, it was evident that they had no intention of making a game of it as they opened up off full run ups and with 3 slips and a gully to each bowler. All 11 players went up for anything that hit the pad and there was plenty of abuse flying about when RJ said NO. Given the game situation this was particularly unacceptable. Wickets fell quickly so AJ adopted the tactic of trying to bore them to death by not playing shots at anything wide and blocking anything straight. After 9 overs of this frostbite and boredom set in so that when he got a half-tracker, he went for it only for it to shoot along the ground and clip off stump. Yet more pace came in and it was only when we were 8 down that they decided to lob a few up (more to get the game finished early as by now Matt’s tactic of trying to keep them out in the cold was really hitting home) and Ben hit some 4’s in his 24 and David got 9. Match eventually ended with us somehow getting 70 odd.  A night to forget and one which if repeated is likely to put even our enthusiastic lads off turning out to play. A complete waste of time…
2nd game – Bretton (Home) – Won by 10 wickets

After last week’s debacle we had a closer game than the score line suggests. Asking Bretton to bat, our opening pair tested the batsmen regularly and runs were hard to come by. Only 2 of their team got in double figures thanks to tight bowling, good fielding and some very poor running, which resulted in 5 run outs. The end total of 66 was a lot lower than it could have been. In reply, Will & Coops played proper cricket shots and gradually started finding the boundary. Coops’ luck continued when he was dropped again but he batted well and deserved his 27 not out at the end. Will played some lovely shots en route to his 35 retired. Victory came swiftly in the end.

3rd game – Yaxley (away) – Won by 1 run

This was the sort of game the midweek league was designed for – played in a great spirit, close fought and a nail-biting finish. Batting first we lost Coops for a duck (that run had to come to an end at some stage!) and then AJ also for a duck, the latter caught by a diving Rob Clarke off his arm and chest, with others looking round to see where it had gone! Will and Matt built the innings gradually with Matt’s sweaty palms causing the bat to twist in his hands regularly, but this helped as the boundaries came in places where he wasn’t expecting (nor were the fielders!). After both were dismissed in the 20’s, Brad strolled to the wicket fresh from a bit of Uni revision and promptly smashed 4x 6 in his 29 to give the innings some real impetus. At the other end Kieran batted well and scored a vital 26 not out and aided by Mitch, they crucially hit 15 off the last over to get us to a respectable 138.

The hosts innings got off to a scorching start with poor old Ian getting thumped for 11 off his 1st over and Sam 13 off his 2. Bouncebackability (not easy to say!) came as Ian took 2 wickets in successive balls to leave him on a hat-trick. Unfortunately like all the other members that have been on one this year, he couldn‘t quite manage it, but at least he made the batsman play. RJ (2-22) and KJ chipped in with 2 quick wickets and all of a sudden the impetus had changed and we were back in it. Dave Stratton and Paul Hicks started to build a stand, punishing the bad balls and an easy win looked on the cards, but Hicks went for one big hit too many and was caught off a skier by Matt. Mitch bowled really well from the far end and restricted the boundaries whilst claiming a well deserved wicket and when Ian came back to take his 3rd wicket – in the midst of a series of wides – it was game on. He finished with 3-24. Only Stratts stood firm and we were thankful that he had to retire on 36 bringing in a new bat, but Yaxley had plenty of depth and Saturday Captain Stuart Brown kept chipping away at the target. Despite his own protests, AJ was brought on and at just over half pace, bowled a tidy 1st over and an even better one in the 17th of the innings as it yielded only a bye. This pushed the target to 25 off 3. Sam unluckily went for 8 in his comeback over, AJ went for 6, leaving 11 off the last over to win. KJ held his nerve and bowled 3 dots before a single made it 10 from 2. Will (still nursing an injury to his hand sustained earlier on) decided to crank up the tension by letting the ball go through his legs on the boundary, but Brownie was only able to hit a 4 off the last ball to leave us winners by 1 run. Great game.
4th game – Royal Oak (home) – Won by 19 runs

The lads showed great determination in this game and as a result avenged last year’s thumping by these opponents with a close-fought win. Batting first we didn’t get off to the best of starts as we lost Coops for 7 and Matty C for just 2. However, Will was in sparkling form and hit 5x 4 and 1x 6 in an excellent 37 before having to retire under league rules. At the other end Ben was keeping the board ticking in his at times unorthodox way and he was joined for the last few overs by AJ. Whilst boundaries were not coming to any great extent the boys worked the ball well into the gaps and ran plenty of ones and twos, to the extent that the board kept on ticking at minimum 6 an over. By the end Ben had 29 not out and AJ had 17 not out in what was to prove to be a crucial stand. In reply, Sam clean bowled the dangerous Bennett for just 1 and with Elliot picking up 2-5 and Mitch taking 1 -12, wickets kept on falling. RJ was unlucky not to grab a wicket as was Harry. Greg got a bit of tap from Shinkins in his 2nd over, which ironically turned out to be the key point as Shinkins had to retire. From 80 for 5 with plenty of overs left, Matty brought himself and AJ on and they ran through the tail in just 5 overs as Royal Oak collapsed to 86 all out. Matty took 2-3 in 3 overs and AJ 3-2 in 2.3 overs including clean bowling the returning Shinkins for a very good 35. A very good all round performance from the lads.
