1st X1 Match reports 2011-04-22
Ufford Park – Friendly – Won by 78 runs

We got off to a flying start this year with a substantial win against our old friends at Ufford. The sun was shining and having won the toss and batted we had a new pair at the crease in Bambs and Greg Rowland who was making his debut. The pair added 24 before Bambs was caught, which brought Gaz to the crease. He batted reasonably fluently for 36 before becoming the 2nd man out. Fitzy then strode purposefully to the middle and proceeded to play with superb fluency and looked in great touch as he raced to the first 50 of the season. He smashed 4 big sixes as him and Greg took the score well past 100. Greg having overcome his early nerves had played some nice shots, but as he neared a maiden 50, tiredness and nerves crept in and he was bowled for 44 to become the first of Andy Larkin’s 4 victims. Fitzy went for 58 leaving Nemo (29) to smash 3 maximums before being run out and Will-I-am 24 not out. Butch hit 13 as we closed on 238 for 9. In reply the bowling was erratic, with most bowlers bowling wides regularly. In between wides, Nemo took 2 key wickets and Butch got rid of Larkin thanks to a rare catch by Wack who had assumed the pads for the day. AJ struggled up the hill initially, but then got in his stride with 3 excellent wickets to rip the heart out of the middle order. He finished with 3-28. Humpty claimed his 1st NCC wicket when he bowled Rambo with a slower ball and the innings was in tatters. New boy Collen stood firm at one end before being caught by AJ of Will for 49. DK chipped in with his usual wicket and Bambs finished it off at the death to complete the win.

Uppingham 2’s away – Rutland Div 3 – won by 3 wickets.

Being the first league visitors to their new ground, we didn’t want to win too easily – well at least that’s the excuse that was given late on!! We started slowly and at 65 for 1 they were well placed, with us only having KJ caught and bowled to show for our efforts on a good deck. Enter Lawty! A beamer first ball followed by a dot and then 2 wickets in the over and all of a sudden the game had changed. He took 4-20 in a superb spell and would have 5 if the umpire had seen the number 11 glove it behind. Nemo bowled a really good spell to take 2 wickets as did DK and suddenly they were 9 down. AJ had an excellent shout for LBW turned down and after some belligerent hitting they crept up to 150 for 9. We lost Bambs to a shooter early on but Butch & Gaz batted aggressively and runs came fluently to the extent that the game looked over at the 15 over mark. Unfortunately Butch was caught for 48 but not to worry as Hammer kept the board ticking with Gaz. At 122, Gaz was out softly dinking a catch to point for 49 leaving Hammer the senior partner. The score went to 140 i.e. 11 to win, but then it started to get silly, with Cracks, DK, Hammer and KJ all out without adding to the score. UTCC sensed an unlikely win, but Fitzy and AJ batted sensibly to see us home with Fitzy finishing it with a classy drive to end 14 not out. 3wkts was the margin, but it should have been so much more.
Tucker 2 – Godmanchester Town 2’s – Match drawn

Our debut game in Tucker 2 was greeted with much anticipation and a degree of nervousness all round. Bathed in sunshine the ground and pavilion looked a picture, which was why a trip to the middle was met with much concern and frustration – Geoff had inexplicably over-watered the ends and a less agreeable set of umpires might have taken a dimmer view. As it was we escaped with a polite word of warning. Butch called correctly and we elected to bat in the searing heat. Bambs soon became the first NCC player to hit a boundary in Tucker 2 but followed that soon after by being the first dismissed as he was yorked for 11. Gaz & Cracks added 55 for the 2nd wicket before the former was out LBW for 27 when sweeping. Cracks registered our first 6 in Tucker 2 on his way to a patient half-century. Fitzy came in and upped the tempo with a run a ball 39 before also falling LBW. With Cracks falling soon after for 52, the wheels were in danger of coming off against a modest attack. Butch and Nemo had other ideas as they added 56 in even time before Butch fell for 31 – a victim of a misjudged charge down the track. Pharaoh came and went in a swish of the bat and Nemo went for a hard-hitting 33 leaving Humpty to play a gem of a cameo with a superb 28 not out from just 12 balls as we closed on 248 for 7, just missing out on maximum points. Howells took 4-83. 

In reply we took 3 quick wickets courtesy of Butch (2-40) and Nemo (1-29) before GTCC launched a fightback. The score reached 74 for 3 before Pharaoh induced Bollom to play on and then Lawty bowled Howells to leave them reeling at 96 for 5. From here on in it was tough work as the ball became unresponsive, but we stuck to our task and AJ and Humpty both claimed a scalp as hopes of a victory were raised again. Unfortunately, Hardy (53 no) and Clement (13no) held out fairly comfortably in a stand of 50 and they ended up on 201 for 7. ON balance a fair result, but many positives to take from the game. The main negative however was Bambs’ knee injury that could keep him out for a couple of weeks.
Tucker 2 – Castor (home) – Lost

Having been asked to bat first on a good deck, we got off to a brilliant start courtesy of Gaz and Cracks. The pair batted superbly, with Gaz the main aggressor and managed to quieten the visiting players. Boundaries came regularly and our 1st 100 partnership in Tucker 2 was soon achieved. Gaz had made a sublime 73 when he chipped to mid wicket with the score on 117. This should have been the platform to kick on and post a massive score but through a succession of poor shot selection and execution and also excellent bowling from Symes and particularly Williams, we subsided to a disappointing and clearly insufficient 184 for 8. Cracks ended on 39, whilst Williams took 5-45. In reply we started well with Nemo getting a wicket 2nd ball and then AJ bowling Williams but from then on they took control with Vitas batting forever for his 20-odd in partnership with ex-Khalsa man Hamyun who smashed a belligerent 116 not out from just 96 balls. Vitas was finally dismissed by Lawty to give us an extra point, but overall we were soundly beaten.

Rutland 3 – Castor (home) – Won by 4 wickets.

After yesterday’s drubbing, the same teams did battle, albeit with largely different personnel with NCC coming out on top this time. Having fielded well the day before, this was the day that the wheels fell off and NCC of old returned with a whole raft of catches being shelled. We got off to a great start with AJ (1-13) cleaning up Rodgers for a duck and KJ (0-22) keeping it tight the other end. After some nifty footwork from AJ had run out Davis, the fightback came in a stand of 115 between Wheat (93) and Symes (70) as they took it to our lads. As ever the reliable Lawty came to the party and bowled a spell of 10 overs for just 42 runs and more importantly 4 wickets, including both main men. On this deck, 211 was gettable. With Ross and Greg opening, we had yet another new partnership, but unfortunately neither lasted long and both were back in the hutch without reaching double figures. When Gaz went for 17 with the score on 52, the target seemed a long way off. At this point the game changed with Coops being given a huge reprieve first ball as they dropped a goober! He went on to make them pay as he added 115 with Will-I-Am. Coops smashed 3 sixes and ten 4’s as he posted an excellent 80,  while at the other end Will was batting very sensibly to reach 50. The only downside for him was that the scorers couldn’t count quick enough so his 50 wasn’t applauded.. bad luck when you are out next ball... With 20-odd still needed it was going to be touch and go, but skipper Cracks (13 no) and veteran DK (10 no) steered the good ship NCC past their target with 5 balls to spare. A good comeback following the previous day’s outcome.
Tucker 2 – Fordham (away) – Drawn
First away game of the season saw us head off to the remote site of Fordham. Having to bowl first, Humpty (1-23) and AJ (2-28) bowled tidily in very gusty conditions and kept the run rate low. Nemo (1-33) came on and took a wicket but was expensive while Lawty (1-24) came on the other end. Butch claimed 2 wickets before getting some late tap and it was left to DK to try and stem the flow at one end as he bowled a marathon 13 overs straight off despite a pulled gluteus maximus! He ended with 3-52, whilst AJ wrapped up the last 2 wickets including Foulds for 75 to give us maximum bowling points.

In reply we lost Cracks early on but recovered thanks to a stand of 54 from Gaz and Butch. Gaz went for 30 before Butch 38, Fitz, Bambs and Will-I-am all followed suit as the normally reliable engine room suffered a major breakdown. At 105 for 6 we were in all sorts, but DK and Nemo added 35 to lead the recovery before DK was caught & bowled for 19. With Humpty becoming the 5th LBW victim of the day soon after, we were in a real hole. At this point the Uni boys of Nemo and AJ dug in and staged a fightback. They had got the target down to 25 from 2 when Nemo's excellent run a ball knock of 43 came to an end with a low one. Lawty played out the last 4 balls of the over and then AJ (14 not out) saw off the last over without difficulty to secure a draw. In hindsight, one we could have won but at least we battled to a draw and didn't let them get full points.
Tucker 2 – Waresley (away) – Lost by 3 runs

Definitely the one that got away as we finished agonisingly short of our 1st Tucker win. A combination of no luck, 3 poor umpiring decisions, an uncharacteristic rush of blood and a once in a lifetime wonder catch meant instead of heading home with 20 points, we ended up losing. They batted first and AJ and Nemo kept it tight for the first 5 overs before runs started to flow across the lightning fast outfield. There were a lot f dot balls, but equally a lot of boundaries from all bowlers. Lawty followed a similar fashion of being tight but with any slight deviation form line and length being punished. Butch got the first breakthrough when he bowled the opener for 34 and then Gaz got in on the act by getting the number 3 caught. Thereafter it was a hard slog as the opener batted really well – despite a couple of very close LBW shouts – and scored 114. He was well supported by the number 4 who hit a run a ball 66 and gave the innings real impetus. Butch allowed Gaz (2-64) and DK (2-68) to bowl right through and the late flurry of wickets meant we picked up 4 points from a determined and disciplined fielding display. When we batted we lost Cracks for a duck very early when he chopped on – ironically had he known the laws, he could have knocked it away with his bat as the ball rolled back. Gaz was playing brilliantly and was in the mood for a big one. He had hit 40 in no time when he got the first of our bad decisions. An innocuous connection off his thigh pad was instantly given out caught behind much to everyone’s disbelief and although their keeper said ‘bad luck mate’ he had to go. Butch was just starting to get going when one spat off the ridge, caught the edge and just carried to slip. We were still up with the rate and Fitzy and Bambs were just getting going when another poor decision (failure to call a chest high full toss a no-ball) cost us Bambs’ wicket. Things were not going our way and got worse when Will-I-am was run out by a direct hit – albeit he said had he run his bat in he would have been safe. At this point the ginger magician started to take control and aided by Nemo the target came closer into view. They were rattled when Fitzy passed 50 again and with Nemo rapidly catching him up the pair were looking like seeing us home as the rate hovered around the 5 an over mark.  They had added 69 when Fitzy was yorked for an excellent 67. Jason was adjudged LBW well forward 2 balls later for a duck and the momentum had swung again. Enter DK, who took an instant liking to their old left-arm spinner and boundaries continued to come. Their heads were dropping and they turned to their faster bowler – Whitfield - who tried to get in our faces, when in reality all he did was make himself look daft. Having gone past 50 with another very good shot, Nemo nicked one behind and had gone for 52 with 19 needed. DK hit another couple and when AJ hit a lovely 4, the target had come down to 7. At this point having played superbly DK by his own admission had a massive rush of blood and tried to hit the spinner into next week, top edged it and was caught & bowled for 25. This left us wanting 5 to win and the last pair at the crease. AJ and Lawt got a single – 4 to win. At this point AJ on drove Whitfield with what looked like the winning shot, only to see their tallest player dive full length to his left and take it one handed about an inch off the ground. Having held on to it they won the game, had he missed it we would have won it was as simple as that. So close but still so far. Gutted...
Bretton (home) – Rutland Div 3 – Won by 10 wickets

After the heartbreak of yesterday, we bounced back with a surprisingly easy victory against Bretton. Cracks won a crucial toss (well they called wrong!) and opted to bowl on a new green wicket. AJ and KJ bowled very tidily and AJ struck first by bowling the opener. At the other end KJ was keeping it straight and eventually got his rewards with 3 quick wickets, the most important of which was a leg side wide that saw Cracks pull off a masterly stumping to get rid of Andy Bennett. Rosco replaced the luckless AJ and picked up the key wicket of Neil Buckingham before promptly coming out of the attack (some say to protect his figures??) being replaced by Will-I-am. This made it an all Compton attack as Hair Bear was already bowling at the other end. Will took 2 wickets and looked like finishing it off, but the final wicket wouldn’t come (luckily for KJ who was waiting to come back on with 4 wickets. Bennett smashed a couple of sixes off Bambs – who claimed an lbw – before being caught inches inside the rope off KJ for 63 to give him a deserved ‘Michelle’. They were all out for 130 and our time in the freezing wind was over. When we batted Cracks and Bambs opened up both looking for runs. Bambs was the more fluent of the two early on and raced to 40 whilst Cracks struggled. All of a sudden Cracks found his rhythm and started hitting boundaries and he caught Bambs up. The pair were neck and neck in the late forties, but it was Cracks that got his 50 first, followed next over by Bambs. The only issue now was whether Butch could overcome pad rash and get to the middle. He was quite happy in the warmth of the pavilion and that’s where he stayed as we racked up a comprehensive 10-wicket win with nearly 17 overs to spare. Top stuff.
Saffron Walden 2’s (home) – Tucker – Lost by 9 wickets

After coming so close last week with a gutsy performance, we were blown away this week with a poor fielding display. Losing the toss didn’t help and Bambs & Cracks struggled against an opening attack that was moving the ball around big time. Both went in quick succession and at 26 for 2 we were in trouble, even more so when Fitz (3) and Nemo (duck) followed. At 52 for 4 Butch needed someone to stay with him and Will-I-am proved up to the task with an innings of maturity. The pair were to put on 91 during which Butch went smoothly past 50 at almost a run a ball. Will crashed 2 big sixes and looked set for a deserved 50 when he lobbed tamely to the fielder and was gone for 41. An excellent innings that showed how far he had come from last year. Humpty came and went and although all bets were on Pharaoh doing the same he stayed with Butch for 21 balls to add 46 before being bowled for 19. Butch was cruising along at the other end and the only question was could anyone hang around long enough for him to get his ton? DK came and went and AJ helped him add 17 before there was a mix up with Butch on 99 and he sacrificed himself. Lawty felt immense pressure walking out with Butch on 99, but he coped admirably and the next over a single through extra cover gave rise to a massive cheer and a well deserved captain’s ton (even mum was there to see it!). The innings closed next over on 235 for 9, with Butch a magnificent 110 not out. Their innings got off to a great start with Humpty getting a wicket 3rd over, but from there on it was downhill. Fitzy shelled the skipper early doors and then Cracks & Jason got in a tangle with a skier off AJ, both of which proved very costly as he hit 113 not out. Nemo dropped the other opener and with a series of inside and outside edges just missing the stumps/fielders it was not going to be our day. Thankfully the end came quickly (10 overs left) and when it did it typified our display – Nemo made a great diving stop in the covers only to then hurl the ball for4 overthrows when attempting a run out.. Not a great day at the office, but thanks to Butch we did get 8 points. 

Whittlesey (away) – Rutland Div 3 – Won by 44 runs

After yesterday’s humbling experience, we got back ‘on the horse’ with another good win against Whittlesey and in doing so maintained our 100% Rutland record. Batting first we lost Fitzy in the pond very early on and when Butch and Coops followed soon after we were in big trouble. Cracks hung around and grafted for 29 but when he went we were 62 for 4. At this point they took the pace off and allowed Hammer and DK to build a match-winning partnership of 119. Hammer took a while to get going but ended up with an excellent 79 before being out in the last over. DK took up residence in a serene fashion and accumulated a nice little 57 not out as we closed on 177 for 5. In reply, AJ got the opener early in his first spell of 1-17 and KJ claimed one at the other end in his 1-32. The match changed completely with the introduction of Will-I-am who ripped through the home line up with a superb 5-27 in 7 overs. Butch came on and took 1-13 in 4 overs just to make sure any faint hope of victory was extinguished but it was AJ’s return that ended it all as he cleaned up the last 2 wickets to end with 3-20. A good all round team effort.

Abington (away) – Tucker – Won by 8 wickets

This was the day when we delivered a performance that our potential had promised; good bowling, very good ground fielding and a strong batting effort, with the result being a comprehensive victory with 28 overs to spare! When Ross lost the toss he must have feared the worst, but they elected to bat, obviously expecting the wicket to get worse (which it did). Nemo started the ball rolling with a wicket 2nd ball, getting rid of their top run scorer for a duck. His first 3 overs were all maidens as he began impressively. At the other end Butch nipped one out as well, but with a really short boundary one side, runs came quite quickly. Sharma came out and rode his luck but we stuck at it and with the score on 68 Nemo got ris of Earl for 33 courtesy of a good diving catch behind by Cracks. Earl walked which is good to see these days. Gaz was keeping it tight at the other end as Butch took pace off the ball, whilst Nemo bowled his longest ever spell – 12 overs 2-45. He went through to drinks before getting a deserved rest. As per last year, drinks worked wonders and AJ got rid of Sharma for 50 with his first ball. Gaz chipped away at the other end in a marathon spell of 15 overs 3-43 and in tandem with AJ (3-9) they ripped through the middle and lower order, with only some late hitting by Avery getting them past 100. The innings ended when Cracks brilliantly stumped Avery off KJ’s fifth ball so leave them 119 all out. The only blemishes in a superb performance were a couple of relatively simple drops and one very difficult one by Will-I-am. At tea, the hosts were confident they would win and when Cracks got a brute of a ball that smashed into his face off a length, it looked as though we might struggle. However, despite getting one or two similar = but not quite as bad – balls himself, Butch settled in for the duration and supported Gaz superbly. Gaz was carrying on where he left off at Waresley and was punishing the bad ball, hitting classy boundaries and defending solidly. They were getting frustrated and when the stand went past 50 they looked lost for ideas. Butch started to catch Gaz up as the innings went on, but it was Gaz that reached his 50 with a lovely straight 6. Unfortunately any hopes of a 10-wicket win disappeared when he was bowled for 55 in the next over with the score on 98. An excellent innings that contained 8x 4 and 1x 6. The Ginger magician then came in and the pad rash clearly affected him as he collected his 2nd 0 on the trot, courtesy it has to be said of a sharp catch behind. That was the full extent of the alarms (although Butch was given LBW only to be instantly saved by the umpire changing his mind, aided by keeper and slip who both said he hit it) and two overs later Bambs clipped classily through mid-on for 4 to win the game, leaving Butch 48 not out (4x 4 and 1x 6) at the other end. Maximum points for us and nothing for Abington.
Babraham – Tucker 2 – (home) – Won by 4 wickets

We followed on last week’s excellent win with a second successive 20 point haul, courtesy of another good all round team effort. Bowling first, Nemo and KJ (1-22) both claimed early wickets, before AJ (2-20) nipped out batters 3 and 4. Nemo returned for a second spell and took two in successive balls to leave them in tatters. He finished with an excellent return of 3-39 from 16 overs. Pharaoh – bowling back wind – turned in an impressively tight 0-10 from 8 overs and things were going well when Butch completed a run out. They dug in though and only lost one more wicket, finishing on 134 for 8. Despite losing Cracks early, Gaz was in imperious form again and was scoring at a run a ball. The total had reached 78 and Gaz 49 (6x 4 and 2x 6) when he nicked one behind. Butch went soon after for 21 and when we lost Fitzy cheaply we were having a bit of a wobble at 88 for 4. At this point Bambs took charge and steadied the ship, accumulating runs in a calm fashion. Will & Gilly both fell cheaply but Bambs steered us home on 36 not out, with Nemo unbeaten on 4 at the other end. 

Ramsey – Rutland 3 – (home) – Lost by 167 runs

Our 100% Rutland record well and truly disappeared today! To stand any chance we would have needed to be at the top of our game, but when you throw in some absentees and heavy drinking until early in the morning it was always going to be no contest. Bowling first, the lads stuck to their task well, but with yet more catches going down and with the fielding generally shoddy (there were one or two exceptions) the result was carnage. They smashed 318 for 9, with Edwards top scoring with 93 having been dropped early on. AJ took 2 wickets, as did Hair Bear, but it was Will-I-am that was most successful with 4-49. Our reply got off to the worst possible start as Michael Cafferkey (who doesn’t bowl on Saturdays) ripping through the top order like a hot knife through butter to leave us 15 for 5. AJ and Gaz stood firm for a while with 32 and 52 respectively, but it was only token resistance in the scheme of things as we capitulated to 151 with KJ (17 no) and Nemo (11) the only others to reach double figures. A thoroughly chastening experience that left a lot to be desired in terms of performance and attitude.

Fulbourn Institute – Tucker 2 – (home) – Drawn

Against a side struggling in the lower half of the table, the toss was crucial and unfortunately for Butch their man called correctly and elected to bowl. With Gaz off in Turkey we had another new opening partnership, With Gilly setting off with Cracks. On a dampish pitch Gilly went early for 8 and Cracks dug in, leaving Butch to play the aggressive role. He was just starting to get going when he was LBW for 35. Cracks went soon after for a dogged 23 to leave us 76 for 3. That soon became 96 for 5 as Bambs went for 5 and when Will-I-am got his feet wet in the pond and Nemo just missed joining him we were rocking at 119 for 6. At this point the game turned as we saw the return of the Ginger Magician as Fitzy decided (with a bit of help from their fielders who shelled him 3 times) that he was fed up of getting low scores and took the attack to the oppo. He found an excellent partner in Humpty, who’s calf and knees held out long enough to share in a game-changing unbeaten stand of 144. Fitzy bludgeoned 7x 4 and 9x 6 on his way to a magnificent 119 not out from just 94 balls, with his 2nd fifty coming in just 34 balls. At the other end Humpty made a club best 41 not out including 3 big sixes of his own before Butch declared on 263 to leave us 50 overs to try and winkle them out. Right from the off they made no attempt to go for it and it was turgid stuff as survival was the only thing on their minds, despite the pitch getting better as the day went on. Fitzy got an early run out and Nemo, Butch and KJ all got a wicket, which just forced them even more into their shells. By the time most of the 2’s had come back from their game, it was plodding along at 2 an over and Butch had several men round the bat at all times. DK and AJ came into the attack late on and picked up 3 wickets that secured an extra 2 points and at one point DK was on a hat-trick. However, despite Butch claiming another victim, they hung out for a draw at 110 for 8 from 50 overs. Nevertheless, we picked up another 14 points to strengthen our mid-table position.
Weston Colville – Tucker 2 – (away) – Abandoned

Despite having a fairly weak team, this was a frustrating game for us as having been put in to bat (clearly to benefit the side batting second with rain around), we were in a strong position when we got hit with a deluge that meant a long delay and a loss of momentum. We lost Gaz early on when he was looking good and then Bambs shortly after to a ‘Ted special’, but Cracks dug in with Butch and the runs started to flow. Butch in particular was finding the boundary with regularity. The score has reached 79 when Cracks clipped one off his legs only to find the fielder diving away to catch it low down. Butch then found an ally in Coops who benefitted from a change of bowling by taking the spinner apart, including 18 in one over. At the other end Butch went past 50 again and looked set for a really big score when 2 things changed the game: 1) Coops was bowled by the returning opening bowler for 35 and 2) the rain came down and forced us off for 1.5 hours. When we did get out again it was a case of quick runs needed, but Butch holed out for 72 Nemo was run out without facing when he lazily didn’t ground his bat in time and Hammer was clean bowled. DK hit one boundary before top edging one leaving Will and AJ to try and get us to 180 and another 2 points. They were on 178 when the umpires completed a strange game by calling for the covers when at least another over could have been bowled and that was that.

Godmanchester Town – Rutland Div 3 – (home) – Lost by 23 runs.

Another glorious case of ‘NCC what should have been’. With KJ (4-44) bowling well at the start we took several early wickets despite missing 7 regulars. Unfortunately both Lawty and KJ dropped their number 5 and he made us pay (how many times has that happened?) as he hit 97 not out to steer them to 218. Will picked up 2 wickets and DK a respectable 3-44 from his 10. In reply only Gaz (with another excellent innings) – 68 – and Nemo (53) threatened to get us home as we kept on losing wickets. As it was Sykes took 4-47 to dent our efforts and see us finish up 23 runs short. Another case of what might have been!

Cambridge NCI – Tucker 3 – (home) - Lost by 98 runs

Having finally won the toss at home and inserted the opposition Butch was not best pleased to see their (by their own admission) hit and miss batters come off in style. By all accounts we didn't field very well or bowl that well (DK and Gaz aside) with KJ and Nemo going at +6 runs per over at the top and others following suit. Nemo saw the bal fly through the slips in successive balls and we dropped another 2 catches, that again came back to haunt us. In the end they got 278 for 5 on a brilliant deck. In reply apart from Gaz (44) and Butch (51) no-one really got going and their catching was excellent with just one running catch put down. The end typified this with Pharaoh smashing a cut low to the fielders' right only to see him hold it with both hands! A chastening defeat, but with 7 points gained it wasn't a total disaster. Next 2 games are crucial - win them both and we'll be OK, lose them both and we're right in the mire!!!

Castor 1st XI – Rutland Div 6 – (Away) – Won by 36 runs

On the hottest day of the year, Cracks called correctly and we batted! Umpires and scorer were sorted as Gaz and Greg walked out to bat. Conditions were far from easy and the ball was doing all sorts when dropped in just short of a length. Still, both survived and after a slow start runs began to flow freely. Greg was matching Gaz stroke for stroke and the 50 stand came up with both batters around the 20 mark. Gaz kicked on as the heat intensified even more and reached his 50 with a big 6 over mid-wicket. The 100 partnership came up soon after as Castor started to toil. Unfortunately having played really well for his 36, Greg played a tired shot and was stumped by the keeper who effectively threw it back rather than took the bails off. the 2nd drinks break claimed another victim as Gaz was bowled for an excellent 64 and wickets started to tumble in pursuit of a really large total. Will-I-am got 16 but it was Nemo that gave us the late order impetus with a hard-hitting 31. We ended on 181 for 8.

Their reply got off to the perfect start as we bowled and fielded appallingly in the first 6-7 overs, with all bowlers struggling to grip the slippery (sun cream on it somehow) ball. Nemo had other ideas and bowled a brilliant spell that saw him claim 3 wickets and find the edge a number of occasions - resulting in a period of play where it didn't matter where DK was in the slip cordon the ball bounced before him/over him or to either side. Before drinks AJ had returned and bowled opener Wheat and they were 4 down. Dunc bowled tidily at one end whilst DK wheeled away at the other. Dunc finally put some poor fielding behind him to catch Vitas, but in the process split his finger to keep up his record of getting injured every time he's played at the ground! He returned to bowl 2 more overs - the last of which saw a bit of Eaton Socon style bowling, when he had Fountain caught by Gaz to a ball that should have gone to Barnack, but ended up straight to a fielder! After his spell of 1-22, AJ returned and clean bowled Smith with a beauty and repeated the trick in the next over, which meant that with DK bowling one the other end, they were 9 down. That shortly became 10 as DK ended it next ball with yet another clean bowled - the 8th of the innings. A very good recovery from a very poor start to our bowling - AJ, Nemo and DK all finishing with 3 wickets as we secured a 36-run win.
Yaxley (away) – Tucker 2 – Lost by 40 runs

According to the skipper this was our poorest performance for a long time, as we bowled poorly and batted even worse. Nemo and KJ went for over 6 an over each and looked ineffective and it took the introduction of Lawty and DK to turn things around somewhat. Lawty bowled 16 overs on the trot and took an excellent ‘Michelle’, whilst DK took 3 wickets at the other end. Humpty claimed the other 2 as a prelude to his stag night out later on. They ended on 195 all out. In reply we collapsed to 10 for 5 through a succession of bad and awful shots. Only Will-I-am with an excellent 44 and a last wicket stand between Lawty & KJ who both got 20 odd gave us any credibility at all. A terrible day and we need to buck our ideas up big time.

Bretton (away) – Rutland Div 3 – Won by 71 runs

The hosts won the toss and fearful of being blown away by our attack, they put us in to bat on a deck that had large green patches just outside off stump at each end. Batting was not going to be easy and so it proved. Greg & Gaz struggled hard and managed to keep the board ticking in the face of 'the best opening bowling we've seen this year'. The score had reached 39 when Greg was bowled off an inside edge for 10. Butch faced similar difficulties as the ball was doing all sorts whilst still hard. With a change of bowling, runs started to come a little more freely and bad balls were put away with relish. It came as a surprise therefore that Gaz was bowled for 40, although it looked as though it kept a bit lower than expected. Bambs then strode out to the crease, determined to put his run of poor form behind him. Within a matter of deliveries it seemed as though the real Bambs had returned as a couple of elegant drives found the boundary. Butch tried to up the tempo against the spinner and was unlucky to pick out the tallest bloke in their team when trying to go over the top. Nonetheless his 33 was valuable in the circumstances. Will-I-am joined Bambs and played some nice shots in his 19 before being caught inches inside the rope off a monster hit. Very unlucky as it would have easily cleared the ropes on most grounds. Skipper Cracks had an over to slog - right up his street (NOT) - at the death, but missed a straight one leaving Nemo one ball to face. Bambs ended up on a morale boosting 47 not out, which will hopefully prove to be the catalyst for a good run of scores. We ended on 182 for 5.

Their decision not to bat first was proved correct as their batting collapsed horrendously. The opener hit one straight to Will-I-am in the first over and called yes! He would have struggled to get halfway let alone all the way and was run out by a calm throw to Cracks. AJ found his line and length quickly and induced 2 edges early on, one to Cracks and another to Butch who did well to cling on given the poor visibility at the ground. With the score on 18 and with pressure mounting, Lawty - still so stiff from yesterday's long spell - produced the champagne moment by running out Buckingham with a direct hit from square leg. 18 for 4 soon became 30 for 6 as KJ took a wicket 1st ball courtesy of Will-I-am who managed to keep Nemo's trousers tight enough to get into position and Nemo yorked Khan for a duck. A resurgent Bambs then took a diving one handed catch off KJ to make it 35 for 7 and it was nearly game over. At this point Andy Bennett fought back by hitting a succession of wide long hops to the boundary as all of a sudden KJ and Nemo lost their lines. Dunc was about to be brought on when Nemo threw a massive strop and demanded he be allowed to bowl his last over. For the sake of peace and quiet Cracks relented but it was an uneventful, unthreatening over. Dunc eventually came on and after a couple of overs got rid of Bennett who by now had passed 50 and thinking of an improbable victory. He had reached 64 when he came down the track and chipped a low full toss straight to KJ. When Butch took an excellent catch on the boundary in Dunc's next over it was 9 down and time for the comedy fielding of the week. Next ball the batsmen hit a terrible delivery straight back to Dunc who thought it was coming harder than it was, jumped up and snatched at it and shelled it. Thank god it didn't matter as AJ wrapped up the innings in the next over to finish with 3-32 to secure a 71 run victory and push us up to 3rd courtesy of Ramsey conceding their game and losing 30 points.
Fulbourn (away) – Tucker 2 – Won by 7 wickets

Everything went according to plan from the moment that Butch called correctly at the toss and inserted the opposition. With memories of their dogged resistance at NCG in the reverse fixture, it was important to chase this time. Butch elected to give AJ and KJ the new ball as he wanted greater control at the top and the youngsters didn’t let him down. After 14 overs and one short rain break, Fulbourn were 23 for 4, we had held 3 very good catches and were in total control. AJ was wicketless with 0-10 whereas KJ had 4-12 and there had been only one wide in that time. The middle overs were turgid as they sought to rebuild and the score had crawled to 55 when Nemo produced a stunning bit of fielding to run out their danger man for 15. Thereafter Lawty bowled an immaculate line (0-13 from 10 overs) and runs were very hard to come by. Their skipper led the way with 44 but he became KJ’s fifth victim courtesy of a smart leg side stumping from Cracks. When DK forced Kindred to chip to AJ at short cover, the only other resistance had gone and wickets tumbled after that. KJ got another 2 from a slower ball and another stumping to finish on a magnificent career best 7-33 before DK/Cracks wrapped it up with another – much easier – stumping. An excellent fielding and bowling performance with only one dropped catch this time, although there were a few misfields. In reply, we lost Greg – making his Cambs debut – for his first duck of the season thanks to an excellent diving catch inches from the ground. On another day it might have been 4 but today it was out! Butch strode purposefully to join Gaz and immediately started to take the attack to the bowlers. Runs came freely from both him and Gaz and the total started to climb quickly. They went passed the 50 partnership but just as Butch looked set for a big score he was trapped LBW ont he back leg for 34. Bambs joined Gaz and the two kept up the chase without great alarm. Gaz was looking set for yet another 50 when surprisingly he drove at a wide one and was caught behind for a very good 48. Bambs and Cracks saw us home with few alarms and it was somewhat ironic and indicative of how the game had gone that the winning runs came from 5 wides. An excellent 20 point victory and a special day for KJ.
Whittlesey (home) – Rutland Div 3 – Won by 8 wickets

With Cracks starting a lengthy sabbatical from Sunday cricket (it now turns out it is only one week!) AJ took the reins and won a vital toss as the outfield was incredibly wet and the pitch a little damp following the deluge the night before. Whittlesey were not surprisingly asked to bat and AJ soon removed his old schoolteacher Pete Bibb caught by KJ at extra cover. He followed that by dropping a goober off his own bowling, but the mistake was not costly as great work by Bambs, Lawty and Killer saw the batsman well short of his ground. Fish was struggling with his confidence and rhythm and was replaced by yesterday's star KJ. Although he was wicketless, he bowled very tightly and kept the pressure on. Lawty replaced AJ and made an immediate impact as the opener smashed him straight to Butch in the deep. 3 more Lawty wickets followed, but the fifth proved elusive, with one batsman in particular constantly chipping the ball into the leg side only for it to fall between fielders. Lawty ended on 4-31. At the other end, Dunc bowled another tidy spell (2-19 off 11) as the batsmen seemed content to play out the overs rather than score runs. The only exception being Titch Phillips who smashed the ball very hard for 22 before Lawty got him. AJ finished off the last 2 batsmen courtesy of decent catches from Will-I-am and Bambs to end on 3-27 just as the rain fell. Our reply started in drizzle and we lost Bambs and Gaz with only 14 on the board before it got much heavier and forced us off. When we returned Butch played an amazing innings as he bludgeoned 91 not out from our total of 114. He hit 16 x 4 and 2x 6 during his knock and put on 100 with Greg who batted very sensibly at the other end and made sure he didn't get out. He ended on 13 not out. Given the weather conditions and the very wet outfield it showed how well Butch batted as we only missed out on full batting points (needed 5 an over to achieve this) having struggled at the outset against a decent opening attack, bowling in favourable conditions. Indeed, the last 100 runs came in just 14 overs.
Waresley  - Tucker 2 – Home – Won by 5 wickets

Our first season in Cambs 2 continues to exceed expectations as we picked up a thoroughly deserved but unexpected win against promotion chasing Waresley. Butch won a crucial toss and asked the visitors to bat and was rewarded with Humpty taking a wicket in his first over. KJ bowled very tidily at one end, while Humpty probed away at the other and the score limped along to be just 62 at the end of the 20th over. Rawlings - as he had been at their place - was severe on any bad delivery and went past 50 again in a determined innings punctuated by substantial number of dot balls before Nemo got him to nibble one to Cracks with the score on 110. That brought Aussie Alp to the wicket and he immediately raised the tempo with aggressive batting and hard running before he skied one high into the sky, leaving Cracks to run round and pouch. The score ticked along and Field went past 50 as well, before the pace of the game changed in 3 deliveries with the score on 188. Humpty took 2 wickets in 2 balls, one courtesy of a catch by Fitzy who was making up for his goober earlier on in the day, and the other by way of a very generous LBW against Field (77). Next ball KJ got his rewards for a tight spell (1-24) and the momentum had gone. They finished on 207 for 6, which on a pitch that was getting better and better was never enough. Gaz and Cracks came out the traps like men in a hurry and they smashed 87 in no time before Gaz - having reached yet another 50 (this time with 12x 4) - hit one that got big on him to cover. Butch strolled in and this seemed to inspire Cracks who hit a flurry of boundaries to reach his own 50 in style. The game looked over when with the score on 166 Butch was - like Field - rather unluckily given out LBW for 27, which included 3 huge sixes. Cracks went soon after for an excellent 72 - marking a good return to form - and when Fitzy got his feet wet in the pond, we were wobbling. Nemo and Hammer saw us home quite quickly in the end although it could have been different had a ) they been able to catch and b) the fielder taken the ball cleanly and run Nemo out by 4 yards!! Thankfully they did neither and Nemo smashed it about to end up on 19 not out. We are now 56 points off 2nd bottom and 50 points away from Yaxley in 3rd bottom.

Saffron Walden – Tucker 2 – Away – Drew
With the hosts 2nd in the table and pushing for promotion, this was always going to be tough, but when Butch won the toss he had no hesitation in batting first. Gaz and Cracks started very cautiously, trying to get to grips with a two-paced pitch and runs were hard to come by. That all changed in the 6th over when Gaz hit the opener for 16 and then soon after Cracks hit 12 off the other opener. The pair of them continued their good form and raced past the 50 mark in the 10th over, to post yet another half-century partnership. Gaz cruised past 1,000 for the season with a flick off his legs and was looking set for another personal 50, when a short ball kept low and he was caught and bowled for 41 with the score on 74. Whilst Cracks was playing really fluently, everyone else struggled against the dual spin attack of Larsen (3-68) and Artherton (6-41) and wickets tumbled steadily. Cracks went past 50with 2 sixes in one over in a beautiful batting display, but started to lose the strike and with it some of his fluency as boundaries dried up. When he was out for an excellent 82, we had collapsed to 160 for 8 and were in danger of being bowled out with overs to spare. DK went soon after and it was left to AJ and KJ to try and bat out the overs. They did this with ease, with AJ taking the lead with a vital 18 not out (KJ 4 not out) as the two youngsters added 22 vital runs to get us up to 187 for 9. We felt it might have been 40-50 short of a par total, especially when they were 57 for 0, but the wicket was still misbehaving somewhat. The only threat on this deck was bowling too full as most deliveries of that length disappeared to the boundary. The bowlers were well backed up in the field, particularly in the gully region where Will-I-am and Fitzy were throwing themselves about big time to prevent boundaries. KJ and Humpty had bowled well without success, before the breakthrough came when Humpty got their opener to hit one to the tallest player on the pitch – Nemo – who leapt high to parry it so he could catch it on the 2nd attempt. DK then brilliantly out-thought the other opener who by now had now gone into his shell more than a hermit crab and with drinks taken immediately we had pulled it back to 70 for 2 and the rate was creeping upwards. Butch replaced KJ and was unlucky not to get a wicket as was Nemo who took over from Butch. AJ replaced DK (1-17) who had also bowled tidily and we got some bowling points on the board when Gaz & Cracks ran out the number 3 with some very good work. AJ (3-26) then got another 2 wickets in successive overs including the dangerous Thompson caught by Gaz and suddenly there was only one team that could win the game. KJ (2-33) then got 2 quickly as well courtesy of a catch and a brilliant leg-side stumping by Cracks. Unfortunately time was running out and we only had 11 balls to get the last 2 wickets. Somehow the number 10 survived, leaving Humpty the task of getting 2 in the last over. Try as he might, the wickets didn’t come and a couple of streaky boundaries ruined his otherwise excellent figures (1-43 from 12) as the hosts were pleased to secure a draw. An excellent all round fielding performance and the fact that they were hanging on for (and grateful to get) a draw at the end is something we should be very pleased with.
Ramsey – Rutland Division 3 – (Away) – Won by 69 runs.

Having been asked to bat, we lost yesterday’s hero Cracks for a 2nd ball duck, which brought AJ and Greg together. The pair batted superbly and runs flowed freely. Greg took a slightly more reserved role in the partnership, but the board kept ticking over as a mixture of good running and stroke play pushed the score ever upward. AJ reached his 50 first and the partnership got to 100, before he was run out by a direct hit from the boundary for 52. Greg ticked along and despite losing a couple of partners cheaply at the other end he reached his 3rd fifty of the season in front of the watching rat pack contingent. Sadly he played a poor shot just before the rain break and was out for 59. With Gaz going shortly after for 19, we were wobbling a bit on a not great pitch that was doing plenty. Thankfully the experienced DK and the hard-hitting Nemo steadied the ship in positive manner with an unbeaten stand of 70+, with both players finishing not out on 39 as we closed on 231 for 6. They never got going in the face of good tight bowling from the opening attack or the day, Will-I-am (1-25) and KJ(2-22). Gaz bowled a very tight spell of 12 overs 1-30 and with the game well in the bag, Gilly got a chance to shake off some rustiness with 8 overs 1-24. Ash Luff took 2 wickets in his debut in the 1st team, one of which came courtesy of what many describe as the champagne moment of the season – a magnificent high slip catch from DK. In the end the game petered out as they fell well short on 169 for 7, taking us top of the table. Not a full strength Ramsey side, but never mind, we can only bet what is in front of us.
Abington (Home) – Tucker 2 – Lost by 6 wickets

Batting first, we lost Gaz early on for 1 and then Cracks for 10. Bambs looked good before he went for 20, but then Butch and Fitzy took control. Butch played another excellent innings of 85 and Fitzy made a very good 59 in a welcome return to form. Unfortunately we then suffered a bit of a collapse before DK and Pharaoh both posted scores of 21 and 22 not out to enable us to close on a very respectable 229 for 8. Alas for us, the track proved too good once again and aided by some strong batting and the fact that Butch was missing three of his main bowlers the visitors got home in the last over. Humpty, Nemo, DK and Pharaoh picked up the wickets.

Loddington & Mawsley – Rutland Div 3 (home) – Won as opposition conceded.

Disappointing as it was not to play, other results meant that we now need 13 points from a possible 80 to get promoted.

Babraham – Tucker Division 2 (away) – Lost by 6 wickets

Our worst day of the Cambs season! Missing key players, we went with a weakened team and having seen what looked like a great deck and warm blue skies, we elected to bat. Within minutes it became clear the pitch was not as good as both skippers believed (variable bounce) and the sun had given way to overcast conditions. Greg collected his 2nd Cambs duck of the season when he was bowled off bat, elbow and thigh pad and when Butch was brilliantly caught low down off slip for a duck, we were in trouble. Gilly played some nice shots but then got out trying to force one off the back foot and we were 26 for 3. Fitzy looked good before he was also brilliantly caught, this time at short cover for 15. Cracks dropped anchor and batted an hour for his 13 before playing too early and being caught and when Coops went back to one that hurried through we were in all sorts of bother. Wack top scored with 21, but when Nemo was the 3rd player to be very well caught we were all out for 110. In the 10 overs before tea, our situation got even worse as our injury jinx struck again. Having already seen KJ and Lawt sidelined, AJ now faces a period out via a severe dislocation of his index finger, sustained trying to stop one driven back hard. Everybody tried hard and we stuck at it in the field, but we just didn’t have enough runs to play with. Had we got early wickets it might of been different, but they just wouldn’t come. Butch finally got the breakthrough courtesy of a ’KJ ball’ with Cracks taking a lightning stumping down leg and then followed it up with another thanks to a superb DK slip catch. He took his tally to 4-29 as we gained our first points of the day, but despite some dodgy looking batting they hung on and didn’t lose any more wickets. A bad day and one that now has us looking over our shoulders again.
Peterborough Town 2’s – Rutland Div 3 – (away) – Won by 86 runs
Another emphatic win over a weak Town side saw us return to the 2nd division at the first time of asking. Batting first, it wasn’t plain sailing as we crashed to 56 for 6. At this point however, Nemo and Will-I-am took control and posted an excellent unbeaten stand of 116 to enable us to end with 172. Nemo hit an excellent 60 not out including 2 huge sixes and Will-I-am an excellent 50 not out. With the boundary so big, reaching and clearing the ropes was difficult and boundaries were a rarity even for these big hitters. In reply, DK opened the bowling and turned in a very miserly spell of 3-26 in his 12 overs. Son Greg then turned in the performance of the day as Hair Bear destroyed the home batting with an excellent spell of 6-24 in 7.3 overs. With Gilly taking the other wicket, victory and promotion was secured with 15 overs to spare. Overall, a fantastic day for the Compton family...

Cambridge NCI (away) – Tucker Div 2 – Won by 1 wicket

A vital win was secured in the most dramatic of fashions here as we overcame a late wobble/collapse to sneak home with KJ and DK at the crease and with only 9 balls left. The home side won the toss and decided to bat (going for the 25 points) on a real green wicket that was wet from the rain the night before (not covered). We bowled some good disciplined lines with KJ on particular being outstanding with his 7 overs costing just 2 runs with one wicket. Humpty went for 28 off his 10 and at the half way stage they were only 57 for 2. Cracks had the only fielding blemish of the day when he dropped Sorensen off DK but luckily it didn’t cost us that many as he ground his way to 28 before being LBW to Gaz. Butch and Nemo had a couple of bad overs and were replaced by DK and Gaz who bowled 22 overs between them with DK taking 1-39 and Gaz an excellent 4-41. Our fielding backed up the bowlers today with Fitzy and a combination of Wack/Gaz getting run outs. 2 wickets off the last 2 balls gave us 8 points irrespective of the result as they ended on 153 for 9. Our reply got off to the worst possible start with Gaz out 1st ball and Butch lasting only 6 balls for his single as the oppo opened with an all spin attack. A re-building job was needed and with the ball turning and popping big time, Cracks and Bambs set about this task in determined fashion. The stand had reached 31 when Cracks chipped one to short mid-wicket for 18. Fitzy and Bambs saw us through to halfway at 56 for 3, indicating it was neck and neck between the two sides. Spin was replaced at one end by seam and it brought a breakthrough 1st ball as Fitzy top edged an attempted slap on 14. Wacker strode to the crease and played well for his 21, frustrating the oppo with strong shots and some attempted finesse! A couple of lusty blows and an edge or two saw him get to 21 before being caught. Will played a couple of lovely shots before getting a good yorker and we were wobbling at 107 for 6. Bambs was standing firm at the other end (albeit the keeper dropped him in the 30’s) and was starting to take control following his earlier struggles and together with Nemo the total began to grow and in fairly quick time as well. Nemo had got 15 and the stand was worth 30 when he was out with just 17 needed. Bambs nudged his way to a superb and well deserved half century before hitting the leg spinner for 4 and 6 in successive balls to take us to within 3 of victory. Following a maiden, Bambs tried to win it with another blow and was lured out of his ground at which point the keeper did the rest to end his match-winning knock of 60. Humpty was caught & bowled next over and we still needed 3 with just KJ and DK left. At this point the game turned nasty as KJ survived a massive appeal for caught behind, leading to huge dissent and helmet throwing when the league umpire didn’t give it. When DK hit the 3rd ball of the penultimate over for 4, we had won (and put a huge dent in NCI promotion hopes) at which point the opposition (not all it has to be said) hurled a disgraceful tirade of abuse at KJ, DK and also rather nastily and unnecessarily at the ladies that had come along to support. Principal culprit in this regard was D Sorensen who stormed off the pitch swearing at all and sundry, but the keeper P Allcock was not far behind him (albeit his was directed at the players not the ladies). A disappointing end to what had been a very tight game of cricket, but full marks to us for conducting ourselves in a very restrained manner given the circumstances.
Weston Colville (home) – Tucker Div 2 – Won by 3 wickets
A game that started late due to the chaos on the roads following the plane crash on the A1 began in good fashion for The Bulls with wickets falling steadily and the run rate being constantly below 3 an over until with the score on 110 for 5, visiting skipper Westley found an ally in Robins and the pair added 67 in reasonable time. After KJ got the latter Westley cut loose with a barrage of 6's as he ended on 96 not out (10x 4 and 6x 6). His efforts enable Colville to end on 219 for 6. Humpty was the most successful with 3-47 with KJ 2-68 and Gaz 1-54 the other wicket takers. For our innings they opened with spin and the old ball but Gaz was in superb form and despite losing Cracks for 9 with the score on 20, the total raced along with a flurry of boundaries. Gaz looked odds on to record yet another 50 when he surprised everyone by getting out on 47. The total was 78 and became 81 for 3 when Butch was out soon after for 18. Fears of another NCC wobble were put to bed thanks to superb batting by Fitzy and Bambs who added 89 in style before the Ginger Magician was also out on 47 when looking for his 50. Will and Wack followed as we got ever closer before Bambs "Redknapp" was dismissed for an excellent 57 - his 2nd crucial half century in successive weeks - leaving us looking nervously at 5 to win. Unlike last week we got home without further alarms to post a 3-wicket win. Spinner Scruby, whilst the most successful also took some tap, with his 13 overs going for 73. This win should be enough to keep us up -as long as 3 don't go down, which if they did would leave us still looking over our shoulders. Great stuff
Yaxley (away) – Rutland Div 3 – Cancelled due to heavy rain.

Godmanchester Town 2’s (away) – Tucker 2 – Won by 140 runs.
The report I’ve looked forward to writing – we win batting first and we’re safe!! Losing the toss on a green wicket and with the hosts needing points to stay up, we were also going to be asked to bat first. Stalwart Kevin Clement removed Cracks early on courtesy of a bottom edge but for a long time that was as good as it got as home heads quickly dropped. Gaz and Butch played superbly, although the hosts were getting very frustrated with Gaz playing and missing 3 times an over and then smashing the other 3. Gaz got to his 50 off 61 balls in just under an hour and Butch followed suit in just 57 balls as the boundary was found with regularity from good shots and some poor bowling and fielding. Having seen a fielder job a catch earlier in the over, everyone was stunned to see the same guy take a blinding high catch on the ropes to eventually dismiss Butch for 57. The stand had been worth 131 in just 23 overs and during the innings Butch had gone past 1000 runs for the season. Gaz by now appeared to be running out of steam and he had lost his fluency before eventually top edging a slog-sweep for an excellent 83. It was at this point that the wheels came off a bit as Fitzy (4), Bambs (14) and Nemo (2nd ball duck – but denied he hit it) all fell quickly. Will-I-am hit 14 before becoming young Blint’s 5th victim but DK (15 no) saw us to an imposing 229 for 8 at the close. Their reply started briskly with 25 coming off the first 5 overs bowled by Gaz & DK as Butch elected not to take the new ball. Thereafter it went downhill big time as both Gaz and DK took 3 wickets each to reduce GTCC to 45 for 6, a position from which there was no way back. Gaz took 3-30, DK 3-21. The new ball was taken and although it took a little while, KJ got 2 wickets (2-14) courtesy of another catch by Will and one by Gaz before Humpty (2-16) finished the innings off with the last 2 wickets to secure a very convincing victory and remove any mathematical possibility of going down. A great achievement to remain in the division at our first attempt.
Godmanchester Town (away) – Rutland 3 – Opposition conceded – NEWBOROUGH are CHAMPIONS!!!!

Yaxley – Tucker 2 (home) – Drawn

This was the day that a lot of our young pups came of age as they secured a winning draw (in so much as we got more points than Yaxley) to comply with Butch’s wedding day wishes. Strangely, having won the toss, Yaxley elected to bat, which meant we could control the 2nd innings. Harry & AJ bowled well at the start, but runs still came steadily on another beautiful NCG batting deck. As the innings wore on and Yaxley pushed for a huge score the momentum was checked by regular wickets and on the whole some very good fielding. Ash Luff ‘aka Roadrunner’ took 2 vital wickets thanks to good catches before MC hammer came on and took 3 wickets in an excellent spell of 3-39 from 11. AJ and Harry kept it fairly tight at the death as they chased quick runs & Greg R took a good catch in the deep as we restricted them to 245 for 9 as they declared an over early. They really fancied their chances, but they didn’t reckon on the lads desire to do Butch proud and not lose. We recovered from the early forced retirement of Killer with a knee injury as Greg and Coops played different roles in a partnership that saw the 50 come up without loss. Coops was playing brilliantly and scoring freely (not in a careless way) and at the other end Greg was just blocking and accumulating singles. The score has reached 92 and Coops had steamed past his maiden Cambs 50 (the level of abuse hurled at the pups had also cranked up several notches by now) when Greg was caught – he may have only got 13 but batted 62 balls to take time out the game- Will-I-am came in and was immediately faced with a number of men on the fence. He hit 2 lovely boundaries before being unluckily caught for 10. At this point Brad strode out for his first innings for months with over 20 overs still to go. We suffered another blow straight after as Coops was finally caught for a magnificent 74 off 72 balls including 11x 4 and 1x 6. In the circumstances it must rank as his best ever knock. AJ came out to join Brad and was immediately met with a torrent of abuse from the keeper Prebble  to the point where the umpire had to have a word. This vitriolic sledging only served to increase the lads desire and resolve and whilst Brad hit the odd boundary AJ dropped anchor. Overs ticked away and Yaxley’s frustrations grew as we got nearer and nearer the end. Brad played beautifully and never looked like getting out. AJ’s concentration went 10 overs form the end having scored 6 off 37 balls, but Roadrunner came out and played equally as securely. The pair batted superbly and as time wore on Yaxley tried a whole number of bowlers to no avail.’ Big Dave’ got 3 wickets and despite best efforts the pups would not be moved. Brad started to hit boundaries to add to their frustration and finished up with a superb 63 not out off 84 balls as he added an unbeaten 77 with Roadrunner. We closed on 208 for 4 to pick up more points than our full strength opponents! The future is indeed looking good if this result is anything to go by. WELL DONE boys
Yaxley (home) – Rutland Div 3 – Abandoned
This was the game that no-one really wanted to play after yesterday’s goings on and the heavy night that followed. Unfortunately it did go ahead and they won the toss and batted. Cracks – as promised – opened the bowling and bowled really well for the majority of the time. He took both early wickets to fall courtesy of excellent slip catches from Nemo. AJ toiled away the other end and conceded just 17 runs from his 7 overs but was wicketless. Not for the first time this year he had a catch put down off his bowling. Elderkin got 50, with most coming off the edge before gloving Nemo behind and although he bowled with real fire NCC 10 men just couldn’t get a breakthrough. Chester recovered well from a horrific first over when nerves set in to return respectable figures and Greg Compton bowled well but again without reward. Dunc bowled at the death and although he dropped a fierce caught and bowled, he recovered quickly enough to run Brown out with a direct hit at the far end. They ended on 225, which was pretty irrelevant once they had gone past 175. DK scored 38 not out in our 70 odd for 2 before the rain came and we thankfully called it a day. 

