2nd X1 match reports 2011
Weldon – Rutland Div 6 – Lost by 130 runs.

As with last year, we slipped up in our first game of the season. This time the defeat was emphatic and we paid a heavy price for bowling too many half track balls on a good NCC deck. With the visitors boasting the top batsmen in the division last year he didn’t need any gifts, but he got them. Only Mitch 2-44 and Fez 3-53 bowled well as they racked up a massive 299 for 7. We were never going to get anywhere near that and subsided to a disappointing 169 all out, with only Brad getting any sort of score with a superb 57. Much to improve on and quickly otherwise it will be a long season!

2nd X1 - Hampton – Rutland Div 6

After the thrashing we received last week, the lads bounced back with a well deserved win over Hampton. Having lost the toss we had to field in the hottest part of the day and the opening attack of Will-I-am and KJ both claimed a wicket early on. The visitors play an attacking style of cricket and runs came freely, but they were pegged back by accurate bowling from Fez and MC Hammer. Greg ‘Hair Bear’ Compton claimed the vital wicket of the number 3, but received a bit of tap in the process. Hammer took 2 wickets and KJ another and all of a sudden we were on top. Greg R took a wicket courtesy of a catch by Fez (met with raucous applause/banter from the watching 1st team) and at 8 down we were firmly in charge. At this point the match turned – there was a massive nick behind (heard by all watching) which was held by Wack, the batter (on score sheet as Shasnam Razaq, yet in paper as Raza Hazim?) turned and started to walk to the pavilion, only to change his mind and stand his ground at which point the standing umpire said not out. In an instant the game had turned as the player smashed boundaries all over the place to reach 80, before he was caught by Brad at the second attempt off Hammer. The final wicket fell 2 balls later and we were chasing 208 to win.

In reply Brad, Wack and Hammer all fell cheaply and we were in terrible trouble at 22 for 3. Thankfully Cracks (a late replacement for Mitch) was batting beautifully and found a solid ally in Will, who played very sensibly. The pair kept the board ticking and soon passed the 50 stand. Will survived a huge appeal for a caught behind just before drinks, but clearly didn’t hit it as Fez didn’t give him out. The stand continued to grow and Cracks went past 50 for the 2nd time that weekend, but understandably started to tire and cramp up. Will narrowly missed out on a 50 when he was bowled for 49, with the stand worth 115. Alan added 31 with Cracks before being out for 5 with 40 needed. Cracks was eventually out for a brilliant 88 when he mis-hit a full toss straight up in the air and with 31 needed it had become tight again. At this stage, the run rate was low and Greg R and DK could take their time and this is exactly what they did, waiting for the bad ball to arrive without taking chances. Singles came along with a host of wides and the target got ever closer. DK hit 2 successive boundaries with 4 overs to go bringing the scores level, leaving Greg to hit the winning run in the next over. DK was 17no and Greg 6no as we picked up 19 points for the 4wkt win.
Ramsey 3’s (away) – Hunts league – Lost by 8 wickets.

Well, this was definitely a tale of two innings or a game of two halves to coin a football cliché! We started off our Hunts season with Wack partnering Matt Smith who signed up to play from Town following a call from Greg in the week. The pair had added 20-odd when Wack came down the track and made wafer thin contact with one that wobbled a bit and saw it nestle int he keeper’s gloves at the 2nd attempt. Smithy had relaxed by now and was playing some lovely shots and was soon into the 20’s, with Alan scoring steadily at the other end. Unfortunately a change of bowling was his undoing, as he was deceived first ball by Smith for a promising 23. Enter the skipper – MC Hammer. Hammer played sensibly, mixing solid defence with strong aggressive batting and with Alan doing the same, the score ticked on nicely. We got past drinks without issue and the stand was almost worth a 100 when Matt chipped one to gully and was caught for a good 35. Nadir went soon after caught on the line for 2 just after Alan had posted his 50. A very good knock in the circumstances, but he was undone by the spin of Nury immediately after. At 146 for 5 and a long tail, much now depended on Dunc, who had only just got to the crease himself. He marshalled the tail superbly, with excellent support from Hair Bear and scored 32 including a huge six as we just missed maximum points on 198. Their reply got off to a bad start with Elliot taking a wicket with his first ball and when Hair Bear nailed their free-scoring hitter Nury we were back in it at 27 for 2. Soon after the whole atmosphere and state of the game changed as Hair Bear bowled their excellent young batsman Elliot Smith with a shooter only for their umpire to suddenly invent new laws of cricket by calling NO BALL as he believed the delivery must have rolled along the floor and therefore bounced more than twice. A truly astonishing and completely wrong assessment of the laws and one that our 4 senior players - with over 120 years of cricketing experience including many years as a fully qualified umpire - had never seen or heard of (in fact it is not in the laws – as  confirmed by the rule book after the game). Everybody was so cheesed off by this injustice that the game was over there and then. Hammer kept the players going but it was clear most of us didn’t want to hang around. Manchett survived one difficult chance in the covers but otherwise batted really well for his 60 not out – not surprisingly Smith went on to a meaningless 110 not out. The young lads stuck at it well, but the game was completely marred by that one incident.
Brampton (home) – Hunts league – won by 3 wickets
A rare sight was seen at NCG on Saturday - no not a smile form G - a green seamer!! Hammer won the toss and elected to bowl and apart from a few wides Hair Bear (2-21) and Ash (0-46 - figures that did not do his performance justice) bowled well. The double change brought wickets from wily fox Fez (1-18) - could have been more but for a dropped catch - and Hammer (2-26). McGregor led a charmed life (dropped twice and surviving two very close run out calls when all around were certain he was out) and top scored with 46, but the speed at which we batted (29 overs) meant that the impetus stayed with us. RJ saw his 1st 2 balls go for 10, but recovered to clean up two batters and finish with 2-30. The innings closed on 155 for 7.

Our innings got off to a farcical start with Wack top edging a ridiculously short ball when he played way too early and failing to trouble the scorers - well that's what he thought until he got back to the pavilion and saw he had been credited with a run when it was really a leg bye. Young pups Coops and Greg R batted fluently and with growing confidence as they built the total nicely. Coops had hit 7 fours, but when he went to hit another one the bat slipped out of his hand and looped back to the bowler. His 35 could have been so much more had that not happened. Hammer and Greg added a few before a mix up saw Greg run out for 16. Ash then came in and started to take the game away from Brampton. The two had added close to 50 when Ash got one that kept a bit low and was bowled for 24. Hammer then chipped a simple catch to mid on and suddenly we were under a bit of pressure. Young Lewis Kemp (playing his first game for 3 years and at 20 minutes notice) batted very sensibly to keep an end up but was powerless to avoid a snorter when on 11. Gooders went the same way 2 balls later and things were getting twitchy. Dunc was still there and although batting with a runner, was looking assured. When he dispatched a couple to the boundary the game was virtually over and RJ duly hit the winning runs with the best part of 6 overs to go.

Warboys 2 – Rutland Division 6 – Won by 88 runs
Although the wicket had improved on yesterday, the very blustery conditions made batting more difficult than would have been expected. KD won the toss and batted and saw Coops play on early and then Wack and Killer go cheaply. 40 for 3 became 59 for 4 when Will-I-am hit one straight back to the bowler. He had played very well for his 35 that included 2 big sixes. Matters soon took a further turn for the worst when Hammer pulled his hamstring and had to be helped off. Greg R helped KD add a few before KD went caught behind for 18. Greg followed soon after for 8 and all of a sudden we were making hard work of it against a mediocre attack. Clingo proved his worth with 40 and although KJ got another duck, AJ batting at 10 saw us to a respectable total with 20 not out aided by the return of Hammer who managed to get 14 not out. The total of 167 was ok but should really have been more. Little did we know that it was to be more than sufficient.

In reply they got off to a bad start when Hair Bear got the opener to snick one to Killer. Wack then snaffled a blinder at slip off Will-I-am as wickets started to fall regularly. Will finished with 3-8 and Hair Bear with 2-24 as the top order was destroyed. KJ switched ends and took 2-32, with the last one courtesy of a fine swirling catch by AJ, his 2nd of the game having taken one the previous ball off brother Greg, who finished with 3-14. All in all a very comfortable win against weak opposition and we know that we will have to bat better in other games if we are to challenge at the top of the league.

Yaxley 2’s – Hunts – (home) – Lost by 119 runs

With over a dozen players unavailable and a batting line up that had 3 recognised regular batters in it and 2 people making their debut and another only playing his 2nd game, we knew this was going to be about damage limitation. The young lads (and Fez) stuck to their task well by bowling out the opposition for 160 and thus gaining 5 points. The wickets were shared around with most bowlers getting at least one, but again far too many wides!!! Batting wise it was a disaster with us being shot out for 43. Greg R and Hair Bear got 9 each and KJ 14 and there were 7 ducks. Positives to take from this – we fielded 11 again and stuck to the task well in the field.

Werrington (away) – Hunts Div 4 – Won by 2 wickets

Blowing a gale, forgetting the kit and finding the most dangerous wicket for years were not the ideal start to this game. Fez inserted the home team and found Hair Bear in good form (1-5) from the off. Ash Luff claimed his first NCC wickets with 2-5 in 7 hostile overs and was well supported by Fez (2-30). Elliot (1-37) and Hammer (1-39) got a bit of late order tap and with a generous offering of 35 extras again, they ended on 179. We got off to a disastrous start with Coops going in the pond however Wack decided to cut loose almost immediately. Wearing a helmet because of the state of the wicket, he smashed – not too strong a word – 68 of which 64 came in boundaries. At the other end Greg stayed calm and gave him the strike. The pair added 87 before Wack was out having hit 13x 4 and 2x 6 in his explosive knock. Hammer went first ball into the pond and with run rate not an issue Greg & Ash re-built. Greg went for 24 and when Ash went for 18, we started to wobble, losing KJ, Hair Bear and Ryan in quick succession. All that realistically stood between then and victory was KD, but he stood firm and saw us home with a battling 32 not out, with Elliot at the other end standing firm. A hard earned victory on such a dangerous wicket.

Orton Park 2’s (home) – Hunts Div 4 – Won by 142 runs

An emphatic win against a very young but plucky visiting side. Fez won the toss and batted and saw Wack fired early doors for just 5. At this point temporary opener Pharaoh and young Greg built a solid platform on which we could capitalise later on. Pharaoh was smashing it to all parts being given much of the strike and he soon past 50 against his old club. The stand had reached 127 when he missed one and was bowled for an excellent 77, but he was cross because a century was there for the taking. Ben went soon after stumped for 0, bringing Dunc to the crease. Unfortunately he didn’t get much time with Greg as the latter misjudged a late inswinging delivery and was LBW for another solid score of 36. Dunc and Nemo (dropped from 1st team) then added 70+ in quick time with Dunc getting 34 before being well caught in the deep. A quick flurry of wickets brought the skipper to the crease and he supported Nemo brilliantly with 15 not out including a couple of lusty blows. At the other end Nemo was finding the boundary regularly and in the last over went past 50 with a big six. Our closing score of 279 for 8 was massive and way too many for Orton. In reply Wack took a brilliant low catch – an early contender for champagne moment – off Elliot and then Fez took a blinder off Lewis to give him his first NCC wicket. He followed that up by getting the number 3 caught by Pharaoh and ended with 2-16. Greg (1-38) got his wicket courtesy of another brilliant catch, this time by Elliot running in at mid-off. Thereafter it was the Pharaoh show as the greedy bully took 2 wickets with his first 2 balls and having jibbed the hat-trick took another 2 to end with 4-16 – with his hopes of getting 5 dashed by Elliot’s 2 in one over to finish with 3-18. Other notable efforts were Andrew Jacobs’ 5 overs and Gooders’ 4 overs opening the bowling. A comprehensive win.
Upwood 2’s (away) – Hunts 4 – Upwood conceded.

Ramsey 3’s (home) – Hunts Div 4 – Lost by 8 wickets.

On a day when Peterborough Utd claimed promotion back to the Championship, NCC managed yet again to get a full team out. Unfortunately the Ramsey jinx struck again and we got another beating. In very blustery conditions we batted poorly with only Killer out of the top order being able to say ‘they got me out’. Everyone else played bad shots. Only the late order introduction of Gaz (76) gave us a reasonable total to defend. He batted like a man in a rich vein of form and caressed the ball to the boundary on numerous occasions. He found an able ally in Fez and the two of them added 60+ runs for the 9th wicket. Gaz eventually nicked one behind in the penultimate over, meaning that Gooders had to go out and bat!. Fez finished on 14 not out as we closed on 184. Their reply got off to a similar vein as the first game – their opener bowler getting cleaned up, only for THEIR umpire to call no-ball. Strange that AJ’s hadn’t bowled a no-ball for weeks, yet as soon as he hits the stumps he has... Never mind, we haven’t got to endure such a fate for another 12mths... They went on to win by 8 wickets with 2.4 overs to spare, with only Gooders’ wicket (1-13) and Hair Bear’s caught and bowled (1-36) giving us a bowling point. A day to forget.... apart of course for the football.

Eaton Socon (away) – Hunts Div 4 – Won by 23 runs.

This was a remarkable game of cricket that we looked destined to lose, until Duncan & Greg took 6 wickets for 2 runs to seal victory. Batting first on a good deck and lightning fast outfield, Coops and Wack batted sensibly, mixing solid defence with lusty blows. As a consequence, the run rate was good and we raced past 50. It wasn’t until the 14th over that we made a mistake, when Coops was yorked by Shetty for 34. Wack carried on in his own inimitable style and was driving them nuts! Greg batted sensibly, rotating the strike and the 100 soon came up. A change of bowling did for Wack though as greater height and bounce saw him loop one to square leg for a superb 60. Andy ‘Ice’ Cadogan strode to the crease in need of some runs and maintained the tempo from the off. Again he was given the majority of the strike by Greg, which was perfect as boundaries flowed freely from the vampire bat. He had reached 35 (6x 4 and 1x 6) when he surprisingly chipped one to point. Hammer walked to the crease and with Greg, added 80 runs in good time. He had hit 4 boundaries when with just over 3 overs to go he was caught in the deep looking for another one for a very good 36. The only question now was whether Greg could get his maiden 50. A couple of singles took him closer and when he clipped a full toss for his first ever 6, we thought that was it, but it was only 49. Not to worry the single came next over and he had reached the landmark. We closed on 242, with Greg 51 not out – an excellent effort for the young lad. In reply hair Bear took an early wicket in a good opening spell of 1-27 from 6, but at the other end the lads were struggling with boundaries flowing at a fast rate. Elliot was ill and  had to leave the pitch and although he took a wicket, RJ had no-ball trouble. At one point they were scoring at 7 an over and we were in a spot of bother. Fez (0-39) clawed it back with some tight overs, but with no luck, he couldn’t break through. Skipper Hammer brought himself on and took 2 wickets to slow the momentum, but at this point Shetty walked in and played a series of cross batted shots that flew to the boundary. To be fair we didn’t bowl well at him and fed his strength, so the boundaries kept coming. Even Hair Bear couldn’t get it right when he returned and his 2 overs cost 22. In desperation, Hammer turned to Dunc and then to Greg. After a couple of reasonable overs and with only 26 needed, Dunc made the big breakthrough by bowling Shetty (64) with a viciously turning and dipping ball (well actually he just missed a straight one!) and followed it up with another four balls later courtesy of a fine catch by Hammer. All of a sudden we had a sniff of victory. 6 balls later it was more than a sniff as Greg produced 2 superb balls that did turn sharply to clean bowl two more batsmen and now it was 8 down! Dunc then got rid of the young lad McCaig who had batted so well for his 31, thanks to a great diving catch in the gully area by Ice – 9 down and Dunc had 3-16. Their young wicket-keeper came out to bat with a runner having hurt his knee while fielding and managed to survive the last 3 balls of the over. Fittingly it was Greg that took the final wicket with the first ball of the next over, to end on 3-14 and complete a truly memorable day for him and the team. 6 wickets for 2 runs at the death, what a turnaround.
Castor 2’s (away) – Rutland Div 6 – Won by 4 runs

They say lightning doesn’t strike twice, but it did this weekend as we came back from the dead for the second successive day to snatch a tight win. Put in to bat we got off to a  good start with Pharaoh and Wack batting sensibly and mixing solid defence with attack. Wack was first to go to one that kept a little low for 35 and was followed soon after by Greg who got the opposite – one that climbed off a length. Pharaoh took the attack to the home bowlers before he lost patience and was caught off a top edge when facing wily old campaigner Norman Gray. He had scored an excellent 45 and just missed out on a deserved 50. When Dunc got a shocking decision and Lewis was out soon after, the innings was in danger of imploding. Thankfully skipper Alan (KD) and his brother Chris, both got 12 to steer us to 144. With Chris being hampered by a hamstring injury and needing a runner, his movements were significantly impeded but he stuck around to be last out at the end of the 44th over, meaning Castor got one extra over. They started briskly, but Pharaoh and Mitch both got 2 wickets to leave the game nicely balanced. The key was going to be to get the opener – Arthur – out as he was batting well. Our cause was not helped when Mitch dropped a goober off Greg and then inexplicably the other bat Porter was not given out when he snicked one behind – also off Greg – even after he started to walk. Our fielding was otherwise excellent and Lewis took 3 really good catches. Duncan (2-22) came on and repeated yesterday’s trick by getting rid of Arthur and then took another in his next over to open the door. Pharaoh took another 2 wickets and finished with 4-35 as the rain came down. Elliot did a brilliant throw form the boundary to get a run out and in the penultimate over their last pair tried to get a single but Chris flung himself to his right and stopped it. They kept on running but Chris calmly threw it to Wack who whipped off the bails to secure the win. A good bowling and fielding performance from everyone. The young lads including a couple of debutants kept their heads and concentration well.
Brampton (away) – Hunts Div 4 – Won by 8 wickets.

After the previous two nail-biting games, this one was completely the opposite as we cruised home with 41 - yes 41 – overs to spare. Hammer won the toss and asked the hosts to bat on a spongy, green wicket and saw Elliot almost take a wicket first ball and then succeed 2nd ball with Wack taking a leg side catch. That was as good as it got for Elliot as he had one of those days where he struggled with line and length. He was replaced by Fez, who locked in for a full 12 over stint! At the other end Lawty was back in the 2’s and although he went for a couple of boundaries, you always felt a wicket wasn’t far away and so it proved as he clean bowled the skipper with a ‘booty’. The number 3 was dropped 4 times on his way to 23 before Fez got him when he drilled one straight to Lawty at square leg. Wickets tumbled after that as Lawty (3-22) and Fez (3-30) ran through them. A few more boundaries on the very fast outfield boosted the score, but Hammer bowled beautifully (2-15) to keep the pressure on and having found our catching boots again (Coops and Sam – 1st league catch – both took good ones in  the deep) we bowled them out for 112 in just 32.2 overs. Greg took the last wicket with his 2nd ball, courtesy of a catch by Hammer. In reply, we were fed a diet of short or wide stuff that Wack and Coops smashed away with ease. In the absence of their skipper – Boardman – their attack was weak and runs flowed very quickly with Wack smashing 18 before getting a bottom edge on to his stumps in the 5th over. Coops and Greg then progressed without alarm with Coops being particularly savage on any poor deliveries. He was playing really well before getting a leading edge to mid wicket for an excellent 31. The lads stand had been 39 in just under 5 overs. That was to be the end of any alarms for us as Greg and Killer saw us home in just 16 overs with a stand of 51 in 8 overs. Killer ended on 29 not out and Greg 26 not out as the game ended just after 5pm. A comprehensive win although it has to be said they were weak.
Yaxley 2’s (away) – Huts Div 4 – Lost by 53 runs

Despite all our good work this year and several good performances, our bogey team struck again on Saturday as we crashed to defeat against Yaxley. They batted first on a wet wicket that looked awful and got even worse as time went on. The game was shortened to 40 overs a side and although Ash (1-31) bowled a decent opening spell, the rest of us just didn’t bowl well enough and yet again we gave away way too many wides. Fez took 2-31 and Lawty 1-58, but our old failing of dropped catches returned as we shelled far too many chances. J Rolf plodded his way to 60 not out and Godhard and Joy smashed quick 40’s as they ended on 184. Another downpour and rain delay meant that we should have lost a few more overs, but we didn’t – instead we went out to bat on a pudding that even with sawdust was very slippery under foot. Greg was the only batsmen that managed to cope with the conditions (although he had a bit of luck by being dropped) and he top scored with 37 before being bowled by a rare straight one from the rapid Beech. Paul Hurn, Ash Luff and lawty all got into double figures, but the tail collapsed and we were all out for a disappointing 131.

Eaton Socon 2’s (away) – Rutland Div 6 – Lost by 4 wickets

After the disappointing display yesterday, we put in a brilliant fielding and bowling display in our game at Socon. We only had 10 men and one of them – Chris Jones – had a very dodgy hamstring. They stuck us in for some reason and with a weak line up, Greg and Wack needed to dig in and be resilient. This they did in the face of very tight bowling and although runs came slowly, no wickets went down. Wack eventually holed out off a full toss, caught by mid off running backwards for 13, which brought in KD. He started to counter attack and with Greg dropping anchor the other end the total grew steadily. Drinks came with only one down. A change of bowling brought the breakthrough, as Greg made his first mistake by trying to hit against the spin to be caught for a very determined 25. This was to be the first of 6 wickets for Worboys – possibly the worst ‘six-for’ ever seen, as we missed half track deliveries and hit long hops to fielders. KD top scored with 37 and little brother Chris got 21, but we collapsed again and only got 135, which seemed to be about 50 short. KD sprang a surprise by getting Dunc and Greg to open the bowling. However they rose to the challenge and bowled really tightly. Greg took 1-27 and although Dunc didn’t get a wicket, he didn’t concede a boundary in his first ever 12 over stint, finishing on 0-31. Hair Bear then came into the attack and aided by a great catch from Lewis, he bowled a great spell of 1-18 from his 6. At the other end the pressure was starting to tell as Fez got the opener for 36 and runs dried up again. Debutant Ryan ‘earrings’ Venters took a wicket in a good 6 over spell and if we could get their 1st team bat out, we would have had half a chance. Unfortunately he rode his luck big time and saw them home despite Fez taking 2 more wickets as he ended on 3-18. KD marshalled the team superbly and our effort was brilliant in the circumstances. Craig ‘Fosters’ Dixon fielded superbly on the boundary all game and it was a mark of how well we performed that they took 42 overs to get the runs.
Market Deeping 2’s – Rutland Div 6 – (home) – Lost by 83 runs

Emulating the efforts of the 1st team earlier this year, this was one that got away. Starting well, Ash Luff bowled really well and took 3 wickets in his spell. Hair Ber and Fez both bowled tidy spells (1-18 and 1-22) but from the comfortable position of 119 for 7 we let them get to 213 thanks to a remarkable innings from 15yr old Matt Rose who despite looking in trouble against Fez, teed off to smash 74 not out. In reply we never got going with Wack (20) and Pharaoh (13) failing to turn starts into big runs. Fosters got a shooter to jump into the pond and skipper KD couldn’t of expected to be in so quickly at number 7. He led from the front with a patient and resolute 47 not out and was ably supported by Hair bear who scored 13 in a partnership of nearly 50. The end came on 132 with KD just short of a deserved half century.

Werrington – Hunts 4 – (home) – Lost by 7 wickets.

Put in to bat, openers Wack & Greg had to survive some decent swing bowling as the ball moved around all over the place. Greg survived a massive shout for caught behind early on (it was a bump ball) but the oppo took considerable umbrage to the decision and this set the tone for their umpiring later on. The stand had reached 35 when Wack was out LBW to one that didn’t move (this still didn’t placate the oppo) for 22. AJ – demoted to the 2nd team – strode out to meet his brother and batted superbly form ball one. Greg started to hit the ball fluently and all of a sudden runs came steadily and the run rate crept up. At one point AJ had gone past Greg but successive boundaries corrected this. Greg reached his 2nd fifty of the season with a flick through the leg side and followed it with a lovely hit over the top soon after. Unfortunately with the stand worth 90 and Greg on a career best 57, he was caught on the boundary. This brought Ash to the crease and he made an immediate impact with his running between the wickets. AJ eased his way past 50 with a couple of lovely boundaries and the pair accelerated nicely. Boundaries kept coming from AJ’s bat whilst Ash kept finding the fielder! The pair added 85 in the last 13 overs as we ended on 210 for 2 with Ash 35 not out and AJ a magnificent career best 90 not out. Unfortunately with 10 men, a great deck and a short boundary this was only ever a par score. Ash and AJ opened up – despite being very tired – and found it hard work with runs flowing freely. AJ suffering 3 edges that raced away for 4 and Ash being slogged away leg side even when well outside off (cultural batting it was not, but effective it was). Hair bear got a wicket when the opener’s luck ran out but that was as good as it got for him. Dunc bowled pretty tidily – with the odd exception of a bad ball – and managed to slow the rate down. He finished with the most economical figures of the day of 1-38 and with a bit of luck could have had 2 or 3 wickets. Chester performed a magic bit of fielding as he ran out the opener for 61 and nearly repeated the trick later on. Full marks for sticking at it in the field, but we didn’t bowl well enough and with gaps galore caused by the lack of 11 players, they cruised home by 7 wickets. Hopefully the oppo will get promoted so we don’t have to play them again as frankly their attitude stunk and it was evident from their comments early on that umpiring wise we would get nothing (and judging by the way they gave wides and no-balls so freely) we were up against it from the start.
Oakham 2’s – Rutland Div 6 (home) – Won by 24 runs

The lads bounced back from yesterday's heavy defeat by securing a hard fought 24 run win over Oakham. Batting first Killer & Wack smashed 70 in quick time before Killer dragged one on for 30. Ash Luff kept the run rate going with a rapid 17 before being caught. Grease then entered the fray in his first appearance of the year - a welcome return - following his operation, but unfortunately didn't last long as he fell for just 2. Wack carried on in his own inimitable way and passed 50 with Pharaoh in support. His dismissal was a bizarre one as the ball struck his pad outside the line, rolled up and over his shoulder before settling on leg stump where the bail decided it had enough of heights and fell off. After a quick check with the square leg umpire to see if he was impeded by the keeper, he was given out for an excellent 63. Wickets fell quickly after that with both Elliot and KD in the pond, but Pharaoh found a solid ally in Hair Bear - a partnership that saw as much hair as normal, but not evenly distributed between the two!! Hair Bear hung around to score a determined 23 and crucially helped Pharaoh build a strong total. When he was out, he was followed quickly by dad DK and young Chester who also went into the pond. Fez hung around long enough at the end for Pharaoh to get a deserved 50 and to see us to 227 for 9 at the close. Pharaoh finished unbeaten on 53. When they batted, our opening attack was chalk and cheese - Elliot took an early wicket but was expensive whereas Fez was miserly, conceding just 13 runs off 8 overs. Change bowling was similar to this, with Ash being expensive and DK miserly (2-29). Runs kept on coming and it was Pharaoh who completed that turned the game back our way with a spell of 3-36 to complete an excellent personal game. hair Bear 2-25 and Chester 1-22 chipped in with vital wickets as we restricted them to 203 and gained an extra point in the last over by claiming the final wicket. A good all round team effort.
Alconbury – Rutland 6 – (away) lost by 5 wickets

Sawtry 2’s (Hunts Div 4 – away – Lost by 52 runs

Castor & Ailsworth 2’s – Rutland Div 6 – Home – Won by 5 wickets

After a couple of heavy defeats, the lads bounced back to record an in the end easy win, albeit there was a time when we were wobbling. They won the toss and batted, which wasn't a bad thing as we knew that the pitch would get better and better as the day went on (as it did yesterday). KJ got a wicket early on and Harry bowled superbly to record 2-13 form his 7 overs. The back up bowlers also performed well with Hair Bear, Will and Mitch all bowling tightly without picking up a wicket. Elliot bowled well for his 1-17 as wickets were hard to come by. As it was Hammer (1-29) and Greg R (3-19) aided by 2 run outs meant there was a flurry of late wickets and they were all out for 139 off the last ball. In reply Wack, Jason, Coops and most surprisingly, Greg all got in but perished to poor shots, giving Castor a sniff of a chance. Will batted sensibly though for his 36 before trying to hit veteran Gray into Peakirk, leaving Hammer and Mitch to see us home. Hammer ended on 30 not out and Mitch 12 as we got home with 11 overs to spare.
Hampton 2’s – Rutland Div 6 – (Away) – Won by 31 runs
On a very breezy but initially sunny day we turned up at Elton Hall to play Hampton 2's. Our team was a bit light on batting and with the wicket looking green, but known to get lower later on, the toss was going to be fairly crucial. Ideally we would liked to have chased but they won the toss and put us in. Wack and KD strode out to the middle and held off all that was thrown at them and with the outfield particularly quick on one side, boundaries came regularly. Selective stroke play was mixed with solid defence and the opposition were looking a little deflated when with 63 on the board a mix-up resulted in KD being run out for 24. Lewis was unlucky to be caught at slip soon after and when Sam went into the pond soon after we were in danger of throwing away our good start. Thankfully Wack was playing a great innings and with Duncan hanging around, the total started to rise again. Wack was particularly severe on anything short whereas Dunc picked up the fuller length balls. A short break for rain halted momentum, but when we returned Wack went to a deserved 50. Dunc had reached 19 and the stand 63 when he was out LBW. With overs and partners running out, Wack was also LBW for an excellent and disciplined 64 - albeit disappointingly for him 8 overs away from a gallon of beer from G. Hair Bear batted solidly until he got a beauty and Humpty and Elliot hit a crucial 9 later on as the last few overs gleaned 20 runs. We closed on 161 for 8 off our 43 overs with Andy McIntyre taking 4-36. When they started their reply, our opening pair of Sam and Harry bowled really well, with very few bad balls. Sam made the breakthrough thanks to a superb low slip catch by Humpty and then Harry matched him courtesy of a slip catch by KD. Runs still came steadily though and the home side were starting to gain momentum, when Sinclair got too confident and saw his stumps knocked back by Elliot. Ryan bowled tidily without any luck and they took drinks only 2 down. After drinks Dunc was introduced into the attack and struck in his 2nd over to get rid of the dogged opener. By now Hair Bear had replaced Elliot and he too bowled well without luck. With the run rate now at over 4, the game was very tight and their main man Andy McIntyre was looking well set when he pushed a ball from Dunc to KD at mid-wicket and set off. KD swooped and hit the stumps direct with the batman 2 foot short - but amazingly their umpire gave it not out. Immediately the atmosphere of the game changed and we became even more determined to win. Dunc got a caught and bowled next over and then Hair Bear finally got his reward for a tight spell when he had the skipper caught by Lewis. They were now 6 down and the rate was 5 an over. In the next over Dunc all but secured the win when he put a quicker, flatter one through McIntyre's defences and clean bowled him for 41. Harry came back to try and finish things off but again had no luck. After a few airy shots that fell safe, Dunc then finished the game off with 3 wickets in an over, narrowly missing a hat-trick to seal victory by 31 runs and finish with a career best 6-21 from 8 overs. With AJ and Greg both getting 50's in the first team it was almost a perfect day!. Although he received the plaudits, it was a very determined and disciplined display by all the youngsters and by Wack with the bat.

Weldon – Rutland Division 6 (away) – Lost by 12 runs

This was one of those games that you hope you don’t experience too often in your lifetime. There was nothing to indicate there would be problems during the first innings as we bowled very well to restrict them to 177 for 9. We started off with Harry at one end and Dunc at the other to be a bit different. Everyone thought Dunc had got the opener caught behind in the 4th over but it wasn’t given, but next over Harry did win a caught behind verdict and with Dunc taking a good caught & bowled next over, things were going ok. Harry got the prolific Cummins before he ended his spell and when Mitch got Willcock to hit one straight to Dunc they were rocking. New boy Kunal & young Greg both got wickets when batsmen hit bad balls straight to fielders and we were looking at a possibility of a shock win before Bulbring hit 68 not out to steer them to 177 for 9. It should have been less, but Dunc dropped him in the deep in the 44th over and the extra runs proved costly. We got off to a great start before it all kicked off when KJ turned down an appeal for a catch behind. From then on the sledging became overly aggressive and comments were flying thick and fast in our direction, particularly when we lost our wickets.  Coops made 19 in very difficult circumstances and new boy Kieran Humberstone 20 with some lusty blows but both got out when looking dangerous. 4 of their lads over-stepped the mark and the game became very unpleasant to play in. Unfortunately for us we lost wickets in a hurry and our chances of winning took a big nosedive as we fell to 90 for 7. At this point one of the key protagonists had got 4 wickets and Dunc and Mitch set out making sure he didn’t get his 5th. An objective in which we succeeded! With their lads losing focus and concentrating more on giving us stick than the game, Mitch & Dunc suddenly started building the total and they became worried. AJ – who had kindly agreed to umpire for us - started to get real grief as well as he had the audacity to call a wide and a no-ball and there were several interruptions as we tried to take the sting out of things. The return of the openers slowed our charge and Mitch was out to an excellent caught & bowled catch by Cummings for 31 leaving us with an uphill task. Lewis helped Dunc add vital runs and it was a mark of how worried they were when we needed 21 off 2 and they had 7 men on the fence. That became 9 men when Dunc hit the 1st ball of the last over for 4 to bring it down to 14 needed. Alas, he could only get another single and Lewis/Harry went in successive balls to seal the valiant defeat and to queue more mayhem.

Eaton Socon 2’s – Rutland Div 6 (home) – Won by 7 wickets.

A comprehensive win for the lads thanks to good bowling from Mitch Guest (2-25) and G Clingo (2-9). The most successful bowler was teenager Ryan Venters (3-22) with his best return for the club. On a good pitch we bowled a well disciplined line for most of the time on a good deck. C West top scored with 31 and Weerasekara 24. Greg, Harry and Sam all took a wicket apiece as Socon totalled 144. Despite losing 2 early wickets, Wack crashed a quick 21 before Will-I-am hit a very good and sensible 64 not out and Gaz a rapid 45 at the death to see us home with 21 overs to spare. The only real negative of the day was when Chris Jones pulled up with an injury when batting and had to retire hurt. It was subsequently revealed that he had ruptured his Achilles and was going to be in plaster for 12 weeks.
Orton Park 2’s (away) – Hunts Div 4 – Won by 6 wickets

Batting first Orton made slow progress against our opening attack of Elliot & Lawty, with the latter feeling his way back into things after injury, and lost wickets regularly. Elliot bowled as well as he has all year and his return for the game of 4-45 represented career best figures. Lawty was as tidy as ever and returned 3-39. The only time the game started to look as though it was getting away from us was when Nick Bradbury was going. He played a hard-hitting yet classy innings of 93 and looked all set for a ton before Lawty got him. Andy Gilbert bowled an excellent spell of 3-33 to ensure partnerships didn't build too much and although Chester & Greg got a bit of tap at the death, it was a difficult time for our 2 youngest lads to bowl, especially with only 10 men. The lads stuck at it superbly and bowled Orton out in the 42nd over to give themselves an extra 3 overs if needed. At tea we were confident that the final total of 184 was not enough on that wicket and outfield.

Our batting line up started off with Coops and Matty Smith followed by Greg, Lewis and AJ which with an average age of 16 is probably the youngest top 5 we've ever put out. Coops started well but then was bowled for 13 and Greg was starting to regain some of his earlier form when he fell to an excellent low slip catch. Matty Smith kept on going and looked set for a well deserved half century when he was bowled by the pace of Bradbury for 39. AJ - only playing as a batsman as he recovers from injury - then added a few with Lewis who was looking strong defensively. Unfortunately he was out for 14 trying to up the run rate. Gilly strode to the wicket with us still having plenty to do. However from this point on there were few - if any - alarms as AJ batted beautifully and kept the board ticking until Gilly started to find his timing. The pair punished the bad ball and accumulated singles off the good ones and runs came freely. The only issue became one of whether AJ could reach his 50 before we got over the winning line. This issue was put to bed with 2 crunching boundaries as victory was secured without requiring the additional overs. AJ finished on 56 not out with Gilly 20 not out at the other end. Our faint albeit unlikely promotion hopes are still alive.

Oakham 2’s (away) – Rutland Div 6 – Won by 6 wickets

We travelled north to Oakham in driving rain, fearful of a rain off and that the journey would be a complete waste of time, only to get there and discover the pitch covered and blue skies in evidence. KD won the toss and elected to bowl and Harry and Sam responded with good lines that could have seen several wickets fall. As it was, the only wicket to fall came when Duncan jogged round to leg slip to catch a top edge off Sam. It was just reward for a good spell of 6 overs for 15. Harry had no luck the other end, in particular when Wack missed a thick edge that flew away for 4. It seemed as though every bad ball was punished and by drinks they had risen to 79 for 1. Straight after drinks Elliot got rid of the opener for 39 with a beauty that cut back and took the top of middle and off. Dunc came on the other end and despite getting hit for 14 in one over, he took 2 caught and bowled (one pretty sharp) and then dismissed the number 3 for 61 with the rarest of dismissals - a Wacker stumping - in his spell of 4-38. Mitch replaced Elliot and claimed 2-43 including the final wicket of 1st teamer Lemon, who had come along late following the cancellation of his own game. He hit 31 in quick time to enable Oakham to post a challenging score of 191. The lads stuck at it well and Harry bowled much better than his 0-51 indicated, with the fielding in general backing the bowlers up well. Grease flung himself about superbly as usual and KD added another 2 run outs to his seasons' tally. We lost Coops relatively quickly for 11 but AJ, fresh with confidence from his half century yesterday, added 64 with Wack and we took drinks at 80 for 1 i.e. bang in line with their score. Unfortunately AJ was stumped straight after tea for 31 but Grease came in, ran well and kept the board ticking in his stand of 34. Although he only got 12, the partnership was key in re-starting momentum. Mitch and Wack then added a steady 35 before Mitch was bowled trying to up the rate. He made a crucial 24 and outscored Wack in the partnership. In the 37th over, Wack finally reached his 50 and it was important for him to stay there if we were to win, despite him struggling with his timing. KD came in and hit a boundary immediately, but the rate climbed to 8 an over before the decisive 44th over (we had 46 as we bowled them out early). In this over Wack finally got things right and hit 18 off it, leaving us needing 10 off 2 overs. Calm play by KD (feeling very unwell) saw that come down to 3 off the last over. When he hit the first ball for 2, it seemed a formality with 1 needed off 5 balls, but that run just wouldn't come and it took a scampered single (and a missed run out attempt) to see us home by 6 wickets. Wack was beaming as by carrying his bat for 79 not out (surely his slowest ever innings?) he was going to get a gallon of beer off Geoff. An excellent game of cricket played in good spirit and glorious sunshine!!
Eaton Socon 3’s (home) – Hunts 4 – Lost by 36 runs

After suffering a major blow late on in the run up to the game when acting skipper Mark Goodale dropped out after a massive row with Geoff, any faint or tangible hopes of promotion disappeared as we went down to the league leaders. Bowling first they got 205 with Hair Bear being the most successful bowler with 3-32 in 6 very good overs. Gilly picked up a couple and Ryan, Matt & Mitch picking up the others. It was a mixed bag in the field with the lads sticking at it well but there was also some pretty ordinary fielding as well.  In reply we lost Coops early and Gilly into the pond leaving Greg & AJ to re-build, which they did with a stand of 77. Greg started to show signs of a return to earlier season form before being caught for a very good 37. Lewis was out 1st all to take the lead in the duck table and when Hammer went soon after the game was up. AJ benefitted from being dropped, but otherwise batted very confidently again and reached his half-century before being caught for an excellent 58, Only Mitch ‘The Hoff’ Guest with a hard-hitting 27got into double figures in the lower order as we were eventually all out for 170. A case of what might of been that ensures we will be staying in Hunts 4 next year.

Alconbury (home) – Rutland Div 6 – Won by 7 wickets

After the disappointment of seeing any possibility of promotion from Hunts 4 wiped out by defeat the previous day, we were determined not to repeat the trick today. With skipper KD a late absentee through illness, AJ took up the reins and immediately lost the toss. Much to our surprise they chose to bat first and play commenced in the teeth of a howling gale that was blowing straight down the pitch. Harry started off with the wind behind him and the first ball was carried way down leg for 5 wides. He quickly got to grips with the wind though and took a wicket later in the over when he clean bowled the opener. Tyler, back from university looked good and punished any bad ball as Elliot struggled big time into the wind. After 7 overs they were on 32 and Mitch 'The Hoff' replaced Elliot into the wind. Well the change was an instant success as first ball Tyler hit it straight up in the air to mid on where Coops ran back to take a good catch given the conditions. 2 overs and 6 runs later Mitch got another one when King played on when trying to smack a wide one and when he got another soon after with a good yorker, they were in disarray at 43 for 4. Elliot replaced Harry back wind and took a wicket straight away with a good delivery that breached the batsman's defences. A short while later Duncan replaced Mitch who had the excellent figures of 3-8 from 7 overs. Duncan took a wicket with his 2nd ball when the batsman nicked one behind and walked as Wack took a good catch standing up. At drinks they were 65 for 6. Chester replaced Elliot (1-38) and bowled well with his 6 overs only going for 19 and he crucially got rid of skipper Cotton for 23 - who had put on 42 with Magee. Dunc got a 2nd wicket and was promptly taken off to give Will-I-am a bowl. Harry came back for Chester and was very unlucky not to add to his earlier wicket, finishing with 1-24. Will after a wayward first couple of balls got his radar right and bowled very quickly into the very strong wind ended the innings with stumps flying twice (2-14) as they closed on 134. To get maximum points we needed to get the runs in 27 overs and Pharaoh set off like a train to ensure this happened. He hit 8 boundaries in his rapid 35 before being bowled in the 10th over. At the other end Coops was helping himself to a considerable array of half trackers and full tosses and raced to his 50 in no time at all. AJ - having been in such good nick - missed out when he got a shooter and Wack was bowled near the end for 9, but it was Coops' day as he smashed 13x 4 and 2x 6 to finish 85 not out. Such was the ferocity of the batting that we achieved our target in just 18 overs with only 3 wickets down. Victory next week in our last game will see us grab 2nd spot and promotion to division 5.

