26th April - Upwood (away). Our 1st ever league game got off to a good start with Dunc winning the toss & opting to bowl. A good decision as it turned out as we were very rusty. Brasso had the honour of claiming the first wicket - clean bowled - shortly followed by Sam when Coops took the first catch of the season. When Brasso took another we were well amongst them. Matt took a bit of early stick, but fought back well to take 3-49. Debutants Elliott & Rob appeared nervous early on, but then settled into a good rhythm with Elliott taking 2 wickets. Duncan dropped a catch behind the stumps in a torrid afternoon and it proved costly as Mitchell went on to get 33 not out in their 143 all out. Greg & Coops bowled relaly tidily at the end with the latter taking 1-1. The final wicket fell in just 32 overs thanks to a run out by Brasso. In reply we had a mare of a start with Brad out 2nd ball. Alan went for 5 and then Greg having batted well was caught hooking for 8. 21 for 3 was dodgy but Marco and Matt added 50 very calmly before Matt had a rush of blood and got caught for 18. Coops went to one of many shooters on the day for 0 leaving us 76 for 5. Dunc and Marco added 20 before Dunc's poor record at Upwood was continued as a leading edge was snaffled. Marco carried on unperturbed and played some magic shots to guide us closer, but Brasso's arrival was the catalyst for a rapid march to victory, he crashed 30 not out with some lovely shots, including a big 6. Fittingly it was Marco who hit the winning runs with another fine boundary to reach his half-century at 52 not out. Great start to the season for all concerned.
3rd May - Huntingdon (away) - The hosts had made it clear beforehand that they intend to win this league and they showed why, with a strong team selection. Dunc asked them to bat first as our batting was a little weak & although the bowlers toiled hard and bowled considerably fewer wides than last week, that was as good as it got in the field as our performance was poor. Sam & Fez both bowled well and took early wickets, but it was Phil Wright (former 1's captain) who took the game away form us - aided by at least 3 dropped catches - with 142 not out. Dunc brought Coops on and in his 1st over he made a breakthrough and repeated the dose when he brought himself on. A couple of very close lbw shouts were turned down, but from there on in we wilted under the onslaught and mistakes came from virtually everywhere as they racked up a mammoth 284 for 4. In reply we never got going as we lost early wickets. Matt & Alan were re-building and looking fairly comfortablel before Matt run himself out. Marco chipped in with 14 but his wicket sparked a collapse as the middle order fell apart. Only Alan batted with any distinction for a very good 43 leaving us indebted to Sam (10) and Elliott (12) to see us to another batting point. A day to forget, but at the same time for the youngsters to learn from.
4th May - Fenland Poachers (away) - Match abandoned.  After the previous day's hammering, the boys had a chance to play pressure free cricket with a friendly. Batting first, Will smashed a rapid 25 before missing a straight one bang in front. Matt sportingly saved the umpire an awkward decision by walking when it was unsure whether the ball had carried or not - he made 20. The star of the show though was Chris Crane, the ebullient and bubbly school teacher who was playing against most of his pupils/work colleagues and fellow team mates on occasions. he got lots of friendly banter & sledging but somehow came out on top with a fantastic knock of 102 before he retired not out to give others a go. Considering he hadn't ever passed 30 in his life, this was a truly astonishing innings & one that was entertaining from the start. After Craney had gone off to put his feet up an dwrite the next day's assembly report! Rob Jacobs hit a career best 36 to keep the momentum going and was well supported by Stephen Page who hit 24 not out as we closed on a massive 260. Having tucked into a great BBQ (prepared by our own Andrew Jacobs) the boys set about trying to win the game. Unfortunately the weather had other ideas and the game was abandoned after 9.4 overs at 45 for 2. Sam had taken both wickets in a desperate attempt to make up for his golden duck and finished with 2-9. Rob J bowled at the other end finsihing with an unlucky 0-32. Nice friendly game spolied by the weather, but it was Craney's day by far. You can bet he will dine out ont his for years to come.. Good for him.
9th May - Warboys (home). After the thrashing we received last week, it was our turn to record a massive win. With Harry having to go to work, Dunc badly wnated to field first and guess what - lost the toss and got put in! Worse follwoed as he was out 1st ball and when Greg was narrowly run out when looking good, we were 14 for 2. At this point Matt joined Alan and the pair batted very sensibly and without panic, accumulating singles and hitting the bad balls. The stand was worth 78 in 17 overs when Alan, having reached the 40's again, was LBW for 40 with the score at 92 in 24 overs. In walked 15-yr old Will Compton who having lpayed himslef in for 3 balls (well that's what he called it) prmptly detsroyed the opposition attack with a breathtaking 121 not out from about 60 balls. His innings contained 21 boundaries and 2 big sixes including one to bring up his 50. At the other end Matt was patiently trying to reach his first half-century and finally achieved this with a nudge behind square for 2. Thereafter he also opened his shoulders and smashed 3 quick boundaries and a huge 6 before being caught for a superb 70 trying to repeat the trick. Their stand had raised 158 in just 17 overs. Will continued hitting boundaries to the end and although Harry went cheaply, we finished on a huge 271 for 5, with Will the undoubted star of the show. In reply, we had to field with 10 men as Harry had now gone, but it didn't matter much this time, as Fez and Elliot bowled beautifully at the start, with the latter yorking the opener to finish his spell with 1-15. Dunc brought Lawty on and he quickly put last week's mare behind him by taking a wicket 1st ball caught by - Will, who else! - Ian Trafford batted defiantly for Warboys, but wickets kept falling the other end as Lawty ran riot claiming a 'Michelle' and almost getting a hat-trick before beign removed from the attack with 5-15. At the other end Marco bowled really tightly conceding only 4 runs from his 4 overs, but the innings was quickly wrapped up by Greg who managed to get Trafford to hit straight to the waiting arms of Coops at square leg and then got McMurdo to play on. In his next over he bowled two beautiful deliveries to get rid of England (stumped by the very efficient Matt) and Bird to wrap up a comprehensive 168 run victory. Warboys were very sporting in defeat and the game was played in the right spirit, but this was our day.
10th May - Ashton Wold (away) - This game was memorable for a few things (Neal Dickson's return, red kites flying around, the youngsters sticking at it well and Greg carrying his bat) but the result was not one of them as we got smashed in this friendly.  Matt lost the toss and Ashton elected to bat. Sam bowled really well at the start as did Elliott but the breakthrough just wouldn't come. After them came Rob J and Will (stiff from his exploits the day before) but still no wickets. Lucas went past his 50 but didn't retire and in the end the first wicket came through Neal Dickson having his first bowl for nearly 2 years. He returned figures of 1-31 from his 8, which was very creditable. Greg and Coops bowled well at the end but with no success, leaving Sam & Elliott to come back for the death overs. Sam took 2 wickets in two balls and narrowly missed a hat-trick to finish with excellent figures of 2-25. Elliott finished with 3-17 from 8 overs, which was also an excellent return. Having been 136 for 0 the lads did really well to keep going and restrict them to 203 for 6. In reply, not a lot to say as we batted appallingly. Alan & Duncan were unlucky but other than that it was only Greg who showed any determination and desire to keep his wicket intact. He batted right through the whole innings to carry his bat for 14 not out as we crashed to 36 all out.
17th May - Buckden 2's (home) - The big surprise here was that we got any play at all as the forecast was pants. Visitors won the toss and surprised us all by deciding to bat on a wicket that would surley get better as it dried out in the gale force wind. Sam took the new ball downwind and was pretty sharp as he claimed 2 for 12 in his opening spell. At the other end though it wasn't so straightforward as Elliott struggled into the wind. Afte ra couple of overs Lawty came on and struck in his first over thanks to a brilliant diving catch by Rob. - 31 for 3. Lawty struck twice more to leave the oppo 64 for 5, but that was as good as it got for a while as numerous shots in the air just eluded fielders. Harry bowled sharply in his first outing of the year, but suffered (as did most of the lads) with a no-ball and wide problem. Rob had a go into the wind and took a bit of stick, but again a lot of it was aerial and could easily have gone to hand. By now it was getting colder and Elliott had returned downwind. After tea Coops batted really well for 30 not out, Matt got 30 odd as well but the game was washed out by a deluge when we needed about 90 with 7 wickets in hand. Rest of report lost due to computer failure...
24th May - Dean 2nd XI (home) - A personal triumph for stand-in skipper Matt. He top scored with a patient and sensible 65 and then ripped through the middle order with 4-15 in 5 overs. He was well supported in the batting by Brasso (23) Harry (17) and Gooders (15 no) at the end as we sneaked past 200 for maximum points. In reply the Dean youngsters batted really well & it was only when they started to tire in the heat that the wheels came off. Harry snaffled the number 3 Bates off Kieran, for 25 but it was Greg who deceived the opener Law in the flight to give Will a smart stumping for 55. Greg took one more and Brad & Harry one each as we secured victory by 39 runs.
30th May - Tolthorpe Park CC (away) - An easy friendly win thanks to Will's rapid 61 and Matt's bludgeoning 55 not out. All bowlers bowled ok (apart from all the wides) with guest Will Trotman and 2nd oldest team member Neal Dickson both taking 2 wickets each. The game marked the seasonal debut of veteran BJ in his 70th year who remarkably started off with a maiden! Will was on for one of the fastest NCC 50's ever before achieving the landmark after 18 balls. In truth the bowling was poor and just where he likes it, but nonetheless it was good clean hitting. Matt's innings was also hard-hitting but more selective, whilst at the other end Greg was a model of patience as he compiled 13 out of a stand of 70 with Matt. An easy win, but a game played in good spirit.
31st May - Longstowe (away) - We almost pulled off the escape of the century here as we recovered from 3 for 4 and 17 for 5 to take the game to the last over. 3 of the top 5 were guilty of poor shots and at 17 for 5 we were staring down the abyss and a very quick game. At this point their skipper took the opener off and Dunc & Greg built a 30 run partnership to steady the ship. Greg had played really well before he didn't quite time one and was caught at point for 8. Dunc then found a solid ally in Harry who also batted really well for his 19. The pair had added 45 before H was LBW. Kieran went soon after for 0 leaving Dunc & Lawt to try and get a batting point. They did this with great patience and determination as they added 70 runs at 4 an over. Dunc played a true captain's innings when it was needed hitting an excellent 62 before falling in the 43rd over trying to smash quick runs. Lawty & Sam amazingly saw us to another batting point, with Lawty finishing on a superb 31 not out and Sam a quick-fire 13 not out. 175 was the final score and was a challenging figure. The lads bowled well to start with but we gave away too many extras again, but this time in the form of byes rather than wides/no-balls. Harry got the 1st wicket, followed by 2 quick ones from Matt (2-19) and it was game on. Unfortunately we lived to regret dropping the opener, as he made 63 before holing out off Lawty. This sparked a remarkable fightback as they started to panic & our boys sensed an unlikely win. Sam took a wicket, Lawty another 3 (4-31) and Harry got a run out with a direct hit after a great bit of fielding. 165 for 9, 11 to win, one wicket left and anyone's game. Unfortunately with Switzerland in sight, we got caught in the barbed wire and our great escape bid fell just short as experienced campaigner Fox saw them home with two excellent shots and although we had a great run-out chance, it was not to be and they hit the winning run with 5 balls to spare. Great game of cricket and all credit to the oppo skipper for making a game of it early on (even though it did nearly come back and bit him). Lots of courage from the lads as well - batting wise though we need to show more application in the top order.
7th June - Hinchinbrooke Brampton (away) - match cancelled due to heavy rain.
13th June - Tolthorpe Park (away) - As we did 2 weeks ago, we came with an inexperienced team and came away with an excellent win - this time by a very narrow margin in the last over. TPCC batted first and scored 200 for 7 thanks to 47 from Fitch and 46 not out from Davies. Stand-in skipper Matt gave 10 players a bowl with 7 of them getting a wicket including 11-year odl Kieran Page, who bowled last tie high scorer Digby for 17. He finished with 1-18. Veteran Brian 'BJ' Joyce bowled his usual first over maiden and Rob page marked his first game for a year with 1-19 from 8 overs. Other notable performances were Ian Linford (1-25) and Kevin Roe (1-30) both of whom were making their debuts for the club. Other wicket takers were Rob Jacobs (1-19), Matt (1-9) and Will Trotman (1-15). In reply, Will 'Trotters' Trotman and Will Compton put on 26 for the first wicket before Will C was lbw for 12. Trotetrs then put on 80 odd with Rob Page before a mix-up saw Pagey run out for an excellent 31. When Matt went for 13 and Trotters for 53, things looked a bit dicey, especially when Browny and Ian both follwoed them back into the hutch. Enter BJ to take centre stage! He roleld back the years with a series of lovely shots and although Rob Jacobs was run out for 10, BJ stayed calm and edged the total nearer in partnership with Elliott, who only got 9 but crucially stayed with him. Elliott was out just before the end, leaving a tense final over with 6 wanted. 5 wides helped the cause immensely, but it was rather fitting that the oldest man on the pitch by far (70 later this summer) hit the winning runs to secure  agreat victory for the team. Lovely game of cricket played in good spirit.. bit like the old days eh Brian??
14th June - Huntingdon 2nd X1 - Home - After the comprehensive stuffing we received at their place, the boys were determined to put up a good show against the title favourites. Having lost Matt, Harry & Brad to the 1st team & 4 others to various commitments it was going to be tough, but it got even worse when we fell to 26 for 4 having elected to bat. It was at this point that the game changed as Dunc & Brasso managed to see off the excellent opening attack and put on 90 to turn the tide. Rose bowled an excelelnt line for his 1-26 and Staite had 3-16 from 6 before tiring and Brasso hit him for 14 int he next 2. Suddenly, there was a bit of breathing space and Brasso was finding the boundary with regularity.  he had got 50 before the stand was ended when Dunc was caught at the 2nd attempt by the keeper for a patient and vital 22. greg then added 30 od with Brasso before he was bowled for 8 and when RJ went soon after, we were in dange rof not batting out the overs. At this point Brasso found a great ally in young Ben Guest who played his best innings for the club, helping to add 40 vital runs at the end including a brilliant over when he charged down the track to hit the young legspinner for 3 successive 4's. Ben was out in the penultimate over and it was a question fo whether Brasso could get the ton he so richly deserved. Unfortunately he couldn't quite do it and finished up 6 short on 94 not out with the total a testing 188 for 8. We needed to bowl and field well to have a chance against the prolific visitors and by jove we did. Pharoah - dropping down from 1st team - and young Sam Linford bowled brilliantly at the top and didn't concede a boundary until the 13th over. Jason picked up 2 wickets - one a brilliant overhead catch by Rob Jacobs - but it was Sam that struck the crucial blow when he had the division's top runscorer Phil Wright caught at slip by Will C for a duck!! Neal Dickson bowled superbly from the top end to finish with 3-19 from 10 overs but it was Brasso's day and it carried on from his 1st ball when the dangerous Mahmood hit a long hop straight to Dunc! 3 more wickets fell to Brasso before the end came thanks to a great diving catch by Ben. Huntingdon were 84 all out & we had avenged the earlier drubbing. Best performance of the season by a long way.. well done.
20th June - Sawtry 3's (away) - Full of confidence we travelled to Sawtry with Marco skippering in Duncan's absense. Batting first things didn't go well with Alan being out 2nd ball for 0 - however from there on it was all NCC as Brad and Coops added a fantastic 164 for the 2nd wicket. Brad hit 17 4's and a six in his superb 87 and Coops hit 12 4's in his career best 69 as they piled on the runs. When they were both finally out, Brasso (carrying on from last week) hit 24 not out and was well supported by regualr number 11 Sam Linford who was promoted upt he order for a bit of hitting. Hit he did and smashed 35 in quick time allowing Marco the luxury of declaring at teh fall of Lawty's wicket on 285, with 3 overs left. Our bowling was spot on again and Lawty delivered a masterclass to record 5-34 including 2 in the first over. BJ opened the bowling at the other end to make it yet another year when he has played league cricket but despite bolwing well he couldn't get a wicket. Will H-B bowled well without success as well, but it was Rob Jacobs that chipped in with 3 wickets (3-19) to finish the job. Our fielding was good, with 2 run outs and the end came afetr just 29 overs leaving us massive winners by 177 runs.
27th June - Huntingdon 3rd X1 (away) - We came away with a comprehensive 7-wkt win thanks to a good all round team performance. We own the toss and bowled in damp, drizzly conditions but Sam bowled brilliantly taking 3-9 whilst RJ was unlucky & his figures didn't do him justice. Elliot started nervously with 9 off his first 3 balls, but settled into a rhythm and ended up taking 1-14 from 5 overs. Will H-B took 1-19 and Kevin Roe 1-1, but it was Greg's day in the field as he achieved 2 run outs, took a catch and then took 2-12 as Hunts were all out for 103. In reply, we lost Ben early before Greg & Brad added 34. Greg only got 5 but Brad marched on and smashed 43 before being well held on the boundary. Skipper for the day Matt finished it off with a boundary blitz for 39 not out. We then had a 10-over game and scored 89, with Hunts coming up short at 73. Good day and good workout for all concerned. 
28th June - Upwood 3rd X1 (home) - with Dunc away at a wedding and Marco dropping out hours before the start, Lawty took the reins for this game. From a very promising start we didn't get enough runs even though the top 6 all got starts. Andy Cadogan hit 51 but no-one else made 30 despite 5 others getting into double figures. Will C, Coops & Harry all got 20 or more, but all succumbed to young Rob Sayer who took 7-27 to run through us. The final score of 203 was probably 30 short of what it should have been. In reply, Upwood relied heavily on 1st team top order bat Paul France and his 79 was the deciding factor.Lawty was excellent as usual with 4-26 from 11 and Rob jacobs bowled well with just 17 coming off his 5 overs, but unfortuantely we just didn't have enough on the board to defend. Brasso took 3 wickets but got some tap and although Kieran bowled well in his two spells he just couldn't get a breakthrough. In the end it was Sayer with 20 that saw them home with a couple of overs to go. No room for further slip ups if we want to be in the mix at the end of the season.
4th July - Bretton (home) - Having lost the toss and seen Bretton post a big total of 212 for 5 thanks to J Downing 73 not out & M Buckingham 51, we chased it down courtesy of a magnificent partnership of 153 between Coops (59) and skipper for the day AJ (81 not out). We bowled well with Rob Jacobs 3-52 and Elliot Brewer (1-30) having good spells. Youngsters Nadir Haider & Greg Rowland bowled well without any luck and Will Hamilton-Box took 1-30 in his 7 overs. 212 looked very challenging when we were 24 for 3, with Wacker, Stephen and Ben all dismissed cheaply. At this point though Coops & AJ batted brilliantly. AJ was crucially dropped when on 20-odd and he made them pay in style. He was first to 50 and Coops reached his shortly after.smashing 2 big sixes on the way. The stand had reached 153 and the run rate was down to just 4 an over when Coops was finally out for 59 (2x 6 and 4x 4) leaving Greg to accompany his brother over the line. Greg finished on 13 not out as the pair added 37 in rapid time, with AJ finishing on a magnificent career best 81 not out as we cruised home with 3 overs to spare. Another good all-round effort by the youngsters (and Ian/Wack..)
11th July - Warboys (away) - travelling with a side short of 9 regular starters meant that this was going to be a difficult game and our situation was not helped by facing a couple of their 2nd team and Dunc then losing the toss. Despite the green wicket all seemed to be going well as Coops & Gooders ticked along nicely and were putting the bad balls away with ease. Unfortunately Coops was bowled by one that hit his pads when going well down leg leaving Gooders and Brad to take up the challenge. Brad was seeing the ball superbly well and was batting brilliantly when, on 27 he was adjudged lbw when a long. long way forward to a swinging ball. Gooders was then given out -again for 27 -stumped when it seemed as though he should have had the benefit of the doubt. Dunc then dug in and built a steady total and on 38 was well set for a big push over the last 8 overs when he was also adjudged lbw. After that the innings petered out and 149 was never enough, especially when one of their 2nd team lads came in at 3 at smashed it everywhere. The end thankfully came quickly despite the best efforts of Harry, RJ, Greg, Coops and Neal. We only manged to get 3 wickets and the day was summed up when with scores level, Dunc shelled a difficult diving chance to claim an extra point. A day to forget.
19th July - Dean (away) - After the previous week's action, we turned up at Dean to find mother nature at her worst and with only 10 men as 17 players were unavailable for selection. It was tipping it down, but thanks to the home team's brilliant covers we got a full game in and came away with the points. Once the rain stopped we agreed to start late, with match reduced to 40 overs a side. Having lost the toss again, Dunc was surprised that they elected to bat. Sam (1-18) & Brasso (1-12)bowled brilliantly and at one stage they were 9 for 2 from 10 overs. Andy Cadogan then turned up to bring us to 11and took over the gloves from a grateful Brad, who quickly pouched one at slip off Neal to start a swift decline. Neal bowled an impeccable spell of 8 overs 3 for 4, whilst at the other end Greg was fortunate to take 2 wickets in his first over as he struggled with his length. He settled down and finsihed with 3-22 including the wicket of top-scorer Bates for 21. Following another rain break that knocked a further 2 overs off, Dunc gave Kevin Roe (0-13), Ian Linford (1-10) and young Kyle Medcalf (0-4) a bowl as well as Dean crawled to 116 for 9 in their 38 overs. In reply we lost Andy for 0 in the first over thanks to a brilliant catch, but hanks to fantastic batting from an in-form Brad we didn't live to regret it as he smashed the ball to all parts in a great display of controlled batting. He added 49 with Greg, before the latter departed for a solid 13 and then 36 with Kyle, before being bowled for an excellent 65. After rain threatened an abandonement with us one ball away from a positive result, Brasso was then out to the catch of the day - a brilliant diving one-handed effort on the run by Clark and when Kyle fell for 9 soon after we still needed a dozen. No further worries though as Harry (5) and Dunc (9) knocked them off in the 28th over to secure the win that keeps our faint promotion hopes alive. Need to win our last 4 games and hope the 2 sides above us drop points.
