2nd X1 reports 2010

Hunts League – Ramsey 3rd X1 – Ramsey conceded

Rutland League – Whittlesey 2’s – Won by 82 runs
An excellent start to the league season ensued as we posted a healthy score of 222 thanks to 22 from Cracks (playing as we had no recognised keeper), an excellent, well composed 50 from Will and a battling 32 not out from Greg. Top score of the innings however went to extras, who contributed 58 of our total, with a massive 34 wides. In reply the visitors got off to a bad start as great bowling from father and son Ian (2-23) & Sam Linford (2-13) quickly saw 5 wickets go down, one of which was a brilliant direct hit run out from the fence by Sam. Brand & Pollard then shared a big stand to hold matters up, forcing Alan “KD” to call upon Kieran & AJ to wrap matters up. Kieran broke the stand when he bowled Pollard for 25 and took 2 more including Brand who unluckily trod on his stumps for 56 to finish with 3-30 from 6 overs. AJ took 2 in 2 before bowling a poor hat-trick ball. The end came in the 40th over.

Hunts League – Eaton Socon 3’s – Won by 6 runs

This as it turned out was a battle carried out by sides interspersed with 1st teamers. Each side as it turned out had a fair number of players that play in higher leagues, but thanks to a very good last over by AJ, we came out on top. The game looked fairly one sided when Andy & Gaz put on 134 for the 1st wicket before Andy was LBW for 57 and became the 1st of 5 victims for young leg spinner Burns. The score suddenly became 153 for 3 and then 162 for 4 as Gaz missed a straight one and was bowled for a brilliant 80. Rosco then strolled to the crease and together with Greg added 62 in quick time. The stand was only broken in the last over when Greg was caught for 7. Crucially they crossed while the ball was in the air leaving Rosco to smash 14 off the last 3 balls. How crucial that was in the end! He finished up with 67 not out with 4x 4 and 6x 6 as we closed on 248. Burns took 5 wickets in a continuous spell of 11 overs – despite only being able to bowl 10 under ECB regulations. In reply, Sam took an early wicket but 1st teamer Childerley dug in and managed to eke out a few boundaries as the runs crept up. Youngster Donnelly batted well, but was very fortunate not to be run out backing up by Duncan. He went on to enjoy 2 more lives when stumpings weren’t given, although Andy finally got one in his favour when Dunc got Childerley. Unwin hit 51 and Donnelly finally went when bowled by Kieran for 82, but it was getting close. AJ had to bowl the last over with just 11 needed on what was now a magnificent deck, but put in several Yorkers to see us home by 6. A close game in the end.

Rutland League – Upwood – Lost by 1 wkt

After the tension of yesterday, this was a really good game of cricket played in excellent spirit. We travelled with a really weak batting line up and no recognised keeper and our cause was not helped when we were put in on a damp wicket. Coops and Will both went cheaply and when KD went for a defiant and patient 20, we were in a bit of bother. Greg went soon after, leaving Dunc and Lawty as the only recognised batters. The pair occupied the crease and felt that 150 would win the game. Lawty hit a long hop to point ending his patient vigil bringing Sam to the crease. Dunc had batted very patiently to reach 30 before he too stuck a long hop straight to a fielder. Sam and Elliot did brilliantly to get us past 125, but the return of the opening bowler did for Elliot, leaving dad Ian to bat with Sam. Sam crashed up a couple of boundaries to take us to 131 but was undone by a good Yorker when he had reached 20. Another 20 runs would have been brilliant and a winning score (as it turned out). The bets were heavily in favour of Dunc conceding more byes than scoring runs at the start of the game, but he surprisingly proved them wrong for once! Sam and Ian bowled well without luck and our fortune took a turn for the worst when Ian tweaked his hamstring and had to stop bowling. Lawty came into the attack and immediately made inroads, taking 4 wickets in a brilliant spell where without exaggeration he could have had 7. He finished up with 4-22. Greg (3-40) forced opener Mitchell into a rash shot where he was well caught by Sam and then bowled 2 Jaffas on the trot that pitched on leg and hit off. The hat-trick ball was just a touch wider and missed its target. Unfortunately tail-ender Short changed the game with some lusty blows before being the 2nd of Coops’ brilliant run outs for 18. One wicket left and 19 runs to win – unfortunately despite not bowling that badly, the experienced final pair saw the hosts home for a nail biting win. Great game of cricket.

Hunts League – Huntingdon 2’s – cancelled due to waterlogged pitch

Rutland League – Stewarts & Lloyds Corby 2’s – Won by 121 runs

Another damp pitch with a big patch to aim at! Andy & Coops both struggled big time early on and Coops was amazingly dropped 3 times and all were sitters! Boundaries started to flow and the stand went past the 50 mark when Andy was caught the first time he lofted one in the air. KD gifted an easy catch off young lad Joe Fern, who performed brilliantly given his disability. Matt”MC” Cawley trotted out to the crease for his first knock since his globetrotting experience and promptly looked as though he hadn’t been away. Coops went past 50 and just kept going with a series of excellent shots. He got closer and closer to a maiden ton but showed no nerves as he smashed consecutive boundaries including an imperious straight drive to bring up the 3 figures. He was out shortly for a magnificent 103 after as the bowler showed he could catch by holding a skier. Dunc & MC kept the board ticking with the latter taking a big dent out of a parked Audi with a vicious pull shot before reaching his 50 with a quick single. He fell for 53 when a checked drive went straight to mid off. Dunc hit a run a ball 10 and Marco a rapid 13 including running a 3 with Greg as the innings closed on an imposing 253 for 7. In reply, the hosts had no answer to experienced campaigners John Harris and Nick Lawton who destroyed the top order with figures of 4-20 and 3-13 respectively. Lawty’s figures came from 12 overs and Fez from 8, including a magic spell of 3 wickets in 4 balls. Despite several bowling changes, we couldn’t get the final wickets as Fern ended up on 18 not out with the hosts 132 for 8 at the close.

Rutland League – Warboys – Lost by 9 wickets
It was our turn to receive a thumping this week at our least favourite hunting ground. For some reason we never play well at this ground and so it proved again. Put in to bat, we lost makeshift opener Greg & the dangerous Andy early on and never recovered. Nobody really got going apart from Will who looked in great touch again, hitting 51 out of our paltry total of 100. At least we managed to scrape a point on the board to prove we turned up! The end came fairly quickly (17 overs) despite Sam bowling well on his return from injury. Matters were made worse when Lawty got hit on the foot by a straight drive and limped off with a nasty bruise and swelling evident. A day to forget (apart from the fact that England later went on a thumped the Aussies!)

Rutland League – Castor 2’s – won by 99 runs
After the disappointment of last week, Big Al (or KD as he is becoming known) was like Ian Drury – he had 3 reasons to be cheerful. Firstly he won the toss on a baking hot day and batted; he scored 50 and the team won comfortably. KD and Kev Kent opened up and added 29 for the first wicket before Kev was out for 21. Will showed how fickle cricket can be as having scored a great 50 last week he was out 1st ball this week! He was soon followed back into shorts and sunbathing by Fish who only got 1. Brad helped stabilise matters with 19 before he gave the bowler some catching practice and all of a sudden we were 85 for 4. In strode Rosco, expectant father to be, only playing as Toni had refused to give birth on time! He batted like a man determined to get as many as he could as quickly as possible in case the mobile went off and got off the mark with a huge 6 and followed it with 8 more! He added 5x 4 just for good measure as he smashed a devastating 91 before being bowled at the end of the penultimate over. The partnership between KD and Rosco was worth 105 during which KD went to a well deserved 50. A late clatter of wickets saw us close on 212 for 7, Harry getting into double figures at the end. In reply they never threatened the total after fine opening spells from Sam (1-13) and Fish who bowled a very miserly spell indeed (12 overs 1-9). Lawty amazingly didn’t pick up a wicket but went for just 2 an over as they crawled along, with the only thing in doubt being whether we could get maximum points. Harry (2-21) and Greg (2-25) got us a couple more points and RJ (1-17) was unlucky not to get more than one wicket. In the end they ended up on 113 for 7 and we got 18 points – Rosco meanwhile was still waiting for the baby to make a move!
Hunts League – Longstowe -  lost by 20runs

A historic day – Matty C’s first game as skipper! It started well by winning the toss and bowling on a damp and soft track, but ended up with a narrow defeat instead of a win. It was a case of extremes with the new ball, young Tyro Mitch Guest at one end and veteran Fez the other. Mitch got the first wicket with possibly the worst ball he bowled all day when the opener stuck a double bounce long hop straight to Harry. Fez was miserly as ever and wanted to take the track away with him as he bowled 6 overs for just 7 runs. Lawty replaced Fez up the hill and continued in the same vein, conceding just 19 in his 7 overs. At the other end it wasn’t so tight as Harry leaked 28 in his first 3 and Greg 28 in his 5, albeit only one bad over in there. The skipper brought himself on and struck 2 quick blows as the tide started to turn in our favour, having Wareham caught by Lawty and Matthews bowled for 23. When Fez came back and got the dangerous Fox well caught by skip and then Murden really well stumped by Ben, the tail folded as Harry narrowly missed a hat-trick having returned and found a decent length. The innings was wrapped up on 183 with a direct hit by Will, completing a good recovery for the lads. After a modest tea, Andy and KD opened up and immediately put the attack to the sword, with boundaries coming steadily. Andy adopted an unorthodox style of coming down the track to defend Murden, but both him and KD looked very comfortable. Their stand had reached 62 when Andy on 30 was unlucky to be given out LBW off Fox, with BJ unfortunately not spotting the inside edge – still, that is typical of the luck we’ve had this year and it sparked a mini collapse as Brad went first ball to a brilliant caught and bowled and then Matty 2 balls later clean bowled. When Will went in the next over, it had all gone pear shaped rather quickly. Ben hung around with KD – still playing steadily – but then Ben got out followed by Harry (in the pond with a duck). Greg stayed with KD for a bit, but the latter was then caught for a well constructed 43. Greg & Mitch played some nice shots and the target was inching closer before Greg played forward with hands a little too hard and was well caught & bowled by Fox for 15. Mitch became Fox’s fifth victim soon after leaving Fez & Lawt to try and see us home. They added 25 without undue problems, but couldn’t get us over the line as we came up just short, as we did last year. As last year a good game that we clawed our way back into, before ultimately coming up short.
Rutland League – Easton on the Hill – (away) – Match abandoned

Things did not look good making the lengthy journey to Easton as decent sunshine was replaced by torrential rain in a matter of minutes. Driving was made difficult as it was so heavy, so it was no surprise to turn up and find a wet pitch still being rolled. Both sides wanted to play and agreed it would be ok if we didn’t have any more rain. Easton won the toss and elected to bat, which took us by surprise. Sam and Lawty opened up and as expected on that sort of track, caused plenty of problems. It was only when the length was too full that they got us away. Greg couldn’t quite get under a skier, but Lawty got his man a little later courtesy of a super stumping by Kev. We are blessed with having 3 very good keepers in the 2’s with all being sharp behind the stumps. RJ replaced the unlucky Sam and took 2 wickets in his 1st over thanks to a routine Lawty catch and a brilliant one in the deep by Will. When Matt got one through the defences, they were 4 down for 40 odd. As usual, drinks brought a wicket as RJ claimed his 3rd scalp in a super spell of 3-19 from 7 – he really got it right today. Lawt got a run out to give us another point and the lads stuck to the task well as the clouds rolled in again. AJ slipped and slid his way through 2 overs before being replaced by Lawt who got rid of Beare for 33 via a steepling effort caught comfortably by Matt. He finished off with a wicket on the last ball of the innings – shortened to 38 overs – to give us another point, with the total on 123. Lawt finished with 3-29. The rain started again during what was said to be a tasty tea break, although for KD it would have been a puzzling time as he had such a lot of batting options at his disposal. He elected for Coops & Kev, but with drizzle falling, Kev couldn’t keep a rapidly climbing ball down and was caught for 1 and then Coops was bowled following 2 good boundaries. Moments later the rain became heavier and as soon as the guys got back in the pavilion, torrential and that was that! 9 points though was not a bad return
Hunts League – St Neots Town – (away) – Lost by 1 wicket

You just knew this was not going to be a good day when the 2 opposition opening bowlers had a massive argument before the game, with one threatening to storm off, and so it proved, as we endured an afternoon of constant swearing throughout - only from a couple of players -, umpire intimidation, allegations of cheating, a big send off for young Greg and opposition laughing at any mis-fields we did.

Winning the toss we batted and Andy & Coops got us off to a flier, smashing the openers to all parts with excellent cricket shots, despite the pitch spitting off a length without warning. With toys coming out at not getting LBW decisions, Andy got the first beamer of the day - but ended up smashing it for 6, which pleased the bowler even less. The partnership was worth over 80 when he nicked one behind off the change bowler and walked, having got an excellent 40. Coops was next to go, as he lost the strike and his fluency, also nicking one behind and walking. He scored an excellent 39. We then lost KD and Will in quick succession, which meant we needed to rebuild. Dunc and Matt started to do this - despite another beamer and more aggressive sledging - before Dunc picked the slower ball up well, but only succeeded in smashing it straight to cover. We desperately needed a partnership and Greg R produced a gutsy knock in the face of some pretty heavy comments and regular short-pitched balls. At the other end skipper Matt was playing a beauty, mixing superb boundaries with clever dabs to retain strike when necessary. They had added 38 when Greg got another vicious lifter and was caught, which prompted a huge and unnecessary send off. Matt was now running out of partners and a couple of overs later the pressure told as he nicked one behind for 46 trying to reach a well deserved 50. The end came rapidly, leaving us on a disappointing 188, but more importantly they got an extra 5 overs.

 

We started well, with Elliot bowling an excellent line and testing the batsmen all the time. At the other end Matt was struggling to find fluency, but good field placings saw the opener well held by Will. Mitch got the next 2 in a very good spell of 2-23, whilst Dunc had a couple of very close shouts for LBW turned down. The home team tension was coming through as they started cheering the odd mis-field which wasn't particularly sporting. With runs ticking up and the opener going past 50, Matt turned to Will C and Greg R and despite Will having terrible wide trouble in his first over, he came back really well and claimed 4-17 in a 7 over spell. Greg (1-17) also bowled really well - dismissing the opener - and the pair of them gave us a real chance of winning. Unfortunately that was as good as it got as some very sloppy fielding and an easy missed catch saw them go on to win by one wicket courtesy of 5 no-balls. A game we should have won, but even if we had it would not have been an enjoyable afternoon.  
Rutland League – Yaxley 2’s (home) – Won by 6 wickets

After the previous day’s near miss, the lads bounced back with a comfortable victory in a game in which over 50% of the players were u-18. Alan won the toss and put them in and Sam quickly claimed a couple of wickets in a lively opening spell. At the other end Fez opened up and expected to bowl his usual 6 or 7 before retiring to the edge of the table for the rest of the day! Unbeknown to him, KD had other ideas and he ended up bowling 12 on the trot “I can’t remember the last time I did that – I won’t be able to move tonight/tomorrow” he later uttered whilst holding a large plate of tea! His spell was typically miserly and featured 6 maidens in his 2-21. He also had an eventful afternoon in the field, getting his fingers to 2 hard chances, pouching one at mid-wicket before grassing another – must to the delight of his old mate Gooders! Meanwhile, Will C bowled an excellent spell of 0-17 from 7 and Greg R was unlucky not to get a wicket, but it didn’t matter, as Matty came on and cleaned up the innings with a magnificent 6-12 from just under 8 overs, the first of which came courtesy of an excellent catch from young Greg ‘Hair Bear’ Compton – Will tried to claim it was down to his coaching in the garden, but the lads were having none of it. Phil Lewis top scored for 26 and youngsters Matt Anderson (18 no) and Brodie Ellis (10) batted well at the end. In reply, Coops and Will amassed just 4 between them, but any concerns were erased by Andy ‘Killer’ Cadogan who smashed 58 (6x 4 and 3x 6) in quick time to see us home. Matty got 19 at the other end, before both of them lost their wickets to young Ellis. Kev finished off the game with a big 6 with victory achieved with 22 overs to spare. A good game & one where it was great to see so many youngsters involved.
Hunts League 
– Orton Park 2’s (away) – Won by 102 runs.
 

A very young Orton Park team put up a spirited display, but were ultimately well beaten by our excellent all-round performance. Asked to bat first Coops & skipper for the day Wack struggled as the ball moved around all over the pace. Coops put the bad balls away for 4 and the stand had reached 30 when Wack got a good one that nipped back and clipped top of the bails for just 4. That brought in Will, desperate for a decent score after 3 low ones on the trot. He too took a little while to settle, but once he did he played very fluently, but with patience, mixing solid defence with strong hitting. At the other end Coops was going well and the pair of them  had added 85 before drinks came with Coops on 49. Next over he pulled another boundary to reach his 50, only to unluckily play on two balls later. Drinks had struck again! Never fear, KD then played really solidly and kept the board ticking as we continued to score at over 5 an over. Will passed 50 with another 4 but then seemed to switch off a bit and became a little frustrated as he missed out on a couple of bad balls. Sure enough having made an excellent 62 he was bowled. H-B went soon after for a duck, bringing Dunc to the crease with 8 overs to go. KD was still scoring steadily at the other end, so Dunc had licence to go for it. He hit 2 fours and a big six in a cameo 24 before being caught on the ropes going for another. KD secured another 50 before being lbw in the penultimate over, leaving the lads to add a few more. 265 was a very challenging score. It was made even more so when Harry removed their opener in a very good opening 5 overs, before getting a bit of tap in his last and being replaced by Will. At the other end RJ was bowling well and he finally got the reward he deserved in his last over when he clean bowled the number 4. Will's first ball accounted for the dangerous Keven Roberts for 23, caught behind by the excellent Ben off a faint snick and then despite hobbling badly, he managed to get 2 more wickets to finish on 3-11. Mitch bowled really well and was very unlucky not to get a wicket. Greg bowled 10 overs on the trot and took 2-46 (including one caught by his dad!), which was a good effort on such a good pitch and fast outfield. H-B removed Reeve for 29 with the only one that kept low all day. At the other end Hogg had reached a well deserved 50, defying all that was thrown at him. The end came quickly when Coops came on to bowl with Hogg caught by Dunc & then the last man caught low down by Ben next ball to wrap up a 102 run victory. Credit to Orton though as their youngsters never let their heads drop on a difficult afternoon.

Rutland League – S & L Corby (home) – Won by 9 wickets
A comprehensive win in just 19 overs of batting completed a very good weekend for the 2’s. The visitors elected to bat (probably mindful of the huge total we ran up against them last time) and were soon in trouble as Sam (2-7 from 7 overs) and RJ (a career best 4-33 from 6 overs) ran through the top order. A wicket from Elliot & one from young Greg Compton together with a run out by RJ saw them 9 down before Matt came on and bowled one ball, got a stumping and the innings was over for just 82. In reply, Fez got DK to open with Will, giving father & son a chance to bat together. They batted nicely until DK was caught for 18. Killer walked to the wicket and finished up 17 not out, but fittingly Will was there unbeaten on 30-odd at the end. The whole game lasted just 42 overs.
Hunts League – Alconbury 2’s (home) – Won – Alconbury conceded

Rutland League – Warboys (home) -   Won by 8 wickets
On a blistering hot day and with one ear on the radio for the football, we avenged our earlier stuffing by table-toppers Warboys, with an equally big thumping of our own. Putting them in to bat may have seemed a bit risky on such a hot day, but KD’s decision soon reaped rewards, as youngsters AJ and KJ (both dropped from the 1st team) ripped through the top order, with AJ taking 3-5 (including the key wicket of Latchford for a duck) in 5 overs and KJ 1-11 in 5. From thereon there was no way back particularly when RJ continued his good form with another 2 wickets (2-24). Only Martin Croucher stood between us and a very quick win, standing firm to record his first ever half-century in umpteen years of cricket. Mitch chipped in with 1-32 and young Greg ‘Hair Bear’ Compton bowled well without success. In the end though KD didn’t have to bring the openers back, as veteran Fez cleaned up the tail with 3-6 in just 3 overs, leaving Warboys just 92 all out. When we batted, Killer had another new partner in the form of Bradders – who had returned from uni – but things didn’t quite go to plan as he was unluckily bowled off the inside edge via both pads when he had got 13 and the score was 19. KK came in and picked up the tempo straight away before losing Bradders with the score on 38. The main issue was not whether we would win as this was a foregone conclusion, but whether we could do it within 19 overs and claim maximum points. Good, aggressive batting by AJ and KK ensured that we would, with a flurry of boundaries from AJ (30 not out) sealing the win and maximum points. The victory unexpectedly takes us into the top 2, but whether we can stay there is still a big question as we still have several big games to play. 

Hunts League – Alconbury 2’s (away) – Won as Alconbury conceded again

Rutland League – Yaxley 2’s (away) – Won by 35 runs

Having been asked to bat first, we got off to a flying start with KD stroking 3 excellent boundaries across the rapid outfield. Unfortunately when the score was on 21 he found the fielder and was gone for 12. Bradders when soon after bringing the late arriving Coops to the crease. With Wack starting to score at the other end Coops smashed 3 boundaries, but when the stand had reached 33 and the score 62, he picked out the fielder at mid-on and was on his way for 17. Greg then got a freakish delivery that jagged back sharply and looped on to the top of the bail, leaving us 64 for 4 and in a spot of bother. Dunc strode tot he wicket and decided occupation of the crease was the name of the game as we had plenty of overs left. Wack survived a snick behind and a sharp c & b chance and went on to make them pay. He began to find his timing and his touch and eased past 50 just before 2nd drinks. Dunc - having at one point faced one ball in five overs - started to be a bit more expansive and began to find the boundary, including a huge straight six. A bowling change saw Alan Rolf brought into the attack and his 1st over went for 12 as Wack disdainfully smashed 3 short balls all to the same place for boundaries. 24 came off 2 overs before Dunc got a beamer from Rolf that went for 5 no-balls. However a quicker ball that skidded off the surface did for him in the same over for 28, with the stand having been worth 99. Wack unfortunately went LBW shortly after for an excellent 85 including 15x4, just when he was in sight of a well deserved century. Despite a couple of lean overs, Mitch & KJ picked up the pace and through good shots and excellent running added an unbroken 33 at the death to secure maximum batting points. Mitch finished on 20 not out and KJ 14 not out.  205 was viewed as a challenging total.

 

In reply they got off to a solid if somewhat streaky - in Rolf's case - start, with various inside edges eluding the stumps and fielders. Sam thought he had his man nailed on LBW but had over-stepped. He unluckily finished with 0-25 in a hostile and well controlled spell. Fez was the same at the other end - although not as quick!! - and it took a double bowling change to make the breakthrough with young Greg 'hair Bear' Compton (1-18) trapping Rolf LBW. The batter stood firm and drinks arrived with them only 1 down. 7 balls later they were 3 down with Lewis sportingly walking after nicking one behind to Wack off Mitch for 36 and next ball Kieran got rid of swiffen courtesy of a catch from his dad! The game had changed in an instant and when Mitch got another 2 wickets the game was ours to lose. He finished his excellent spell of 5 overs with 3-16. At the other end Greg R was making inroads and finished up with 3-38 in his 7 overs and it could have been 4 had Bradders not spilled a diving effort at cover. Fez (1-26) came back to claim a deserved wicket courtesy of Hair Bear's 2nd catch and although the lower order biffed a few off Greg, the end came courtesy of a superb direct hit from Coops. A very good all round team performance that sees us retain our surprising place at the top.
Rutland League – Kings Cliffe (away) – Won by 8 wickets
In what one senior player described as ‘the worst game of cricket I have ever been involved with’ we smashed our hosts by 8 wickets, with the game finishing by 4pm. They opted to bat first – although KD said he would have put them in – on what was a minefield of a track ad soon ran into trouble against the pace threat of Sam (2-14) and KJ (3-14). Fez pouched an absolutely booty (or that’s how he described it anyway!) off KJ to make the breakthrough and from thereon it was one-way traffic. Ian (2-9) grabbed 2 wickets and Fez (1-13) one before KD got a run out and Mitch cleaned up the last man in his only over. They were all out for just 60 in 23rd over. We needed to get the runs in the 12th over to get maximum points and we achieved this with time to spare thanks to Grease (28 not out with 5 boundaries) and Coops (17 with 2 fours and one six) who put on 37 rapidly for the first wicket. Bradders still had time to get a duck before KD saw us home with a gentle 6 not out and maximum points in the 10th over. There will be tougher games ahead but as the saying goes, you can only beat what is in front of you! 

Hunts League – Sawtry (away) – Won by 59 runs
The day didn’t start well, with Fez losing the toss and rain falling, but it ended in brilliant sunshine and with a Bulls victory. We lost Andy and Brad cheaply in between showers and then just after the re-start Coops for 26 – leaving one that turned a foot to hit off – and Marco who said he just missed a straight one! Dunc then looked in good touch whilst at the other end H-B looked shot of confidence, which is not surprising given 3 successive ducks. He had quite a day though as he was dropped twice and then when out of his ground the bail didn’t come off when the ball hit the stumps. At the other end Dunc (18) had no luck when a faint inside edge just kissed the leg stump and the bail did fall off. H-B’s bizarre innings ended when he walked when ‘not sure if he hit it’ with the umpire unsighted by the bowler and unable to give it. Greg looked good and hit a couple of lovely shots before KJ called him for a run (when it was Greg’s call) and he was unluckily run out by a direct hit for 13. With Hair Bear going straight after for a duck, we were struggling at 88 for 8. At this point, KJ and Elliot added a vital 22 runs before Elliot was bowled for 10. Crucially the last pair of KJ and Fez added 20, to take us to 130. KJ finished on a vital 22 not out. 

When they batted we needed early wickets and got them! H-B took a catch off KJ and then Dunc took one off Elliot, before Andy took a beauty off KJ to dismiss the dangerous Harris for just 4. At this point their skipper came in and literally transformed the game with aggressive hitting and running. The opener the other end never looked comfortable, but he was still there and frustrating us. At 64 for 4, they were slight favourites, but having called for his own drink, the skipper Pearson fell victim to our 12th man – the drinks break – when in the next over Hair Bear got just rewards for a nagging line by bowling him for 24. The door was now open and having brought himself on to bowl, Fez barged through it with a wonderful spell of 3 overs 3 maidens, 3 wickets for 0 runs, including the opener and the vital one of Cooper for 0. KJ came back on and took a wicket first ball to end with 4-11 and the victory was complete when H-B took the final wicket.
Rutland League – Upwood (home) – Won by 5 wickets
Upwood started steadily before Elliot & Harry both took a wicket. One from Fez made it 40 for 3 and when Hair Bear made it 43 for 4 we were in the box seat. A stand of 49 then held us up before Greg R came into the attack and struck in his first over getting rid of Newman for 33 courtesy of a very good catch from Harry. Shortly after, Harry returned to claim the 6th wicket when the batter snicked one to Killer behind the stumps. Greg then got rid of top scorer Sterner thanks to a juggling catch from Fez, making up for his earlier drop, exposing the tail. Elliott got captain Newton out clean bowled leaving Greg to mop up the innings in quick fashion, finishing with excellent figures of 4-17 form 6.1 overs. Harry ended with 2-47, Elliot with 2-22 and Fez with 1-28. Hair Bear was the other successful bowler with 1-21. A very good all round team effort. In reply, we were not as strong as we would have liked batting wise and things didn’t look good when Killer fell for 7 and Bradders for 2. Marco then showed his experience by steadying the ship with 18 before being caught off Newton. 35 for 3 was a nervy position, but Greg and Paul Hurn added 42 in reasonable time to tilt the game our way. Greg was run out for the 2nd time that weekend courtesy of another good bit of fielding, bringing debutant Gary mills to the crease. Although he only scored 9, he added 30-odd with Paul, who was by now playing the innings of his life. He went past 50 for the first time ever with a boundary and then carried on hitting 4’s. Although Gary went, Harry batted sensibly at the end to be 5 not out as the end came with Paul a magnificent 81 not out. 19 points were gained – showing that we perhaps have greater depth in the club than first thought - and that sets us up for the coming fortnight, when we play Benefield and Castor, who are 3rd and top respectively.
Rutland League – Benefield (away) – Won by 9 wickets
Our mix of young guns and old stagers continued their promotion drive on Sunday with a convincing 9wkt win over fellow high fliers Benefield. Elliott (2-28) produced one of his best spells of bowling in support of KJ (2-30) as they ripped into the top order. Speedster Harry (1-26) also chipped in, but it was veteran Fez that stole the show with 3-15 from 6 classy overs. Only stout resistance from Ogilvie (22) prevented a complete rout. hair Bear took 2 catches and Fez/KD one each, with a direct hit from Bradders completing a very good fielding display.

 

In reply, Gooders rolled back the years with a classy 42 not out (7x 4) to be the mainstay of a 16 over chasing down of the target. Coops hit a rapid 18 (including 4x4) and Bradders returned to form with 32 not out (5x 4). Maximum points achieved to set up a top of the table clash with Castor next week.

Rutland League – Castor 2’s (away) – Lost by 61 runs
On the day when we needed a strong batting line up, we had to travel with only 3 recognised front line batsmen - although we did have 8 bowlers! KD won the toss and put the oppo in as expected in an attempt to restrict and then chase down. The boundaries had been brought in very close square of the wicket and it was soon evident that anything with any pace on it would reach the ropes. KJ started well as did Elliott, but runs still came at a fair old rate because of the short boundaries. Several times KJ beat the bat without success, before eventually finding a way through the openers' defences. Sam replaced KJ and got a wicket immediately courtesy of a good catch by Greg R. We kept plugging away and had several close calls as Ian replaced Elliott and then Fez replaced Ian. Ian dropped one off Sam but it wasn't costly as Sam cleaned up the same batsman soon after. Having also got rid of Porter, he had 3 of the wickets to fall. The run rate was restricted to manageable levels, but then after a 2nd drinks break there was another break - this time Duncan's finger!! This meant Bradders had to take over behind the stumps and we fielded with 10 men for the last 12 overs. We battle don valiantly and managed to get the prolific Dunn out for 88 - LBW Sam, who finished with 4-56. KJ ended on 1-39. Final score was 220, which would have been below par with a stronger line up. 

 

KD and Bradders opened up and scored steadily before with the score on 32, Bradders got one that popped a bit and he was held diving low down by short mid-wicket. KD went soon after for 24 leaving young Greg and Will H-B at the crease (as Duncan was unable to bat). Surprisingly given his prior form, H-B played really well and hit a 6 and 5x 4 in his 36 before lazily failing to put his bat down and being stumped. The stand had been worth 51. At the other end Greg was showing great patience and determination and was looking to bat as long as possible. KJ adopted a similar stubbornness and with no signs of any run outs, the 2 young pups steadily built the total. A first batting point arrived, shortly followed by another as the pair added 58 before KJ was out bowled on 145 with 3 overs to go, trying to get us to 150. His 13 had occupied 31 balls and frustrated the opposition. Having gone past his career best score in the previous couple of overs, Greg got nervy as he homed in on a first ever 50 and was LBW first ball of the penultimate over for a superbly diligent and patient innings of 45 that had lasted 99 balls and almost 2 hours. Elliott went first ball, leaving Hair Bear on the hat-trick. He calmly steered it through the slip cordon leaving Sam to smash a 4 and give us a well deserved 3rd batting point. Although Hair Bear was run out off the last ball, it didn't matter as we ended up on a very creditable 159 for 7. we may have been defeated, but the young lads showed a lot of guts, determination and character in this display. If we replicate that desire and commitment, we should cement 2nd place at the end of the season.

Rutland League – Easton on the Hill (home) – Won by 3 wickets

After the setback of last week, the lads turned up to face nearest challengers Easton on the Hill, with the deck looking like an absolute belter. Not surprisingly they elected to bat having won the toss and it was soon apparent that it was a good decision as the openers gorged themselves on a feast of half trackers and half volleys. After just 6 overs they were on 58 including 24 off one over from he suffering KJ. Elliott (2-40) did get a breakthrough soon after bowling the opener for 9 and then claimed the number 3 in his next over courtesy of a catch by Killer behind the stumps. Unfortunately at the other end we seemed incapable of bowling a good length to Bennett (drafted in by his team mates prior to the game and therefore needing to be registered) who helped himself to a rapid half-century. He had reached 83 when he skied one off Hair Bear and KJ pouched it - much to the relief of the rest of the team! Harry came on for KJ and made an instant impact with 2 wickets and all of a sudden the scoreboard had a better look about it. Hair Bear claimed another one soon after and it was 131 for 6. he finished with 2-30 from his 6 overs. Harry ended his maximum 7 over spell with a tidy 2-32. Moss (44) and Lattimore (22) led the counter-attack and runs continued to come freely. KJ returned at the far end and took 2 wickets (2-66) and Greg came on at the pavilion end as Hair Bear couldn't bowl any more. Considering his first 9 balls went for 20, Greg recovered well to record 2-30 as the innings closed on a daunting - but not insurmountable - 214. however, the crucial thing was that we had an extra 7 overs to get them as the final wicket fell in the 38th over. How vital that was to prove!

Our innings got off to a great start with Wack and Brad playing very sensibly, but still managing to get boundaries away. Surprisingly, it was Bradders that out-scored Wack by 2:1 as his flashing blade carved open the field. He reached his 50 with a straight 6 and looked a million dollars (albeit a bleached blonde million!). Wack was starting to get in his stride as well and he hit a big 6 en route to the century stand. Unfortunately we fell victim to our own 12th man - drinks - as the stand was broken first over after the break with the score on nelson - 111- as Brad was caught by the juggling Moss at slip after a thick edge. He had scored 75 almost flawless runs and apart from a strong appeal just before drinks, hadn't given a chance. Wack was joined by Killer and he got off the mark immediately courtesy of a slow long hop on leg stump - it would have been rude to refuse such an offering. They had added 19 when Wack was given out LBW by Alan - who had a real think about it - for a solid and patient 34. Grease survived a stumping appeal (keeper too quick as bails came off before he over balanced) but couldn't reap the rewards as he was bowled a few balls later to join the growing list of players in the pond this year. Greg strode out to join Killer fresh from his good knock last week and saw off the dangerous Bennett who had all 3 victims. Killer whacked a couple of boundaries and with good running they added 39 before Greg was yorked for 6. KD joined Killer with the game in the balance, as another couple of quick wickets would expose the young tail. Thankfully at this point They made a huge error and dropped a sitter off Killer in the covers. How vital a miss that was was made plain when he hit another few boundaries en route to his 50. Alas, with only 29 needed to win he went for a big drive with no foot movement and was caught at slip for 54. H-B went for another duck straight after and it was a bit twitchy again. By now we were into their extra overs but sensible batting would see us home. Harry and KD did this and edged us nearer before Harry was bowled off his pads for 5. 10 to win from 17 balls and the Jones boys at the crease! Calmness descended as a couple of singles kept the board ticking and 7 were needed from 12 balls. KJ hit a lovely 4 and then guided a two through the gully region bringing the scores level. With the last ball of the 51st over, he inside edged one and KD scampered through to seal a win that puts us 45 points clear with 3 to play. Promotion firmly in our hands and it could be sealed at home to Benefield in 2 weeks.

Hunts League – Sawtry 2’s (Home) – Match Abandoned

With the square sodden throughout at 8 am, the fact that we managed to play any sort of game was a major achievement, but in the end it was to no avail, as one final, ill-timed downpour meant the game was abandoned with us 33 runs from outright victory or 10 runs and 3 overs from the match being declared ‘a game’ and us winning anyway.

The game started 30 mins late and when it did, the young Sawtry openers batted really well adding 94 runs in between rain breaks. The short boundaries helped as even mishit shots were going for four. KJ and Hazza both bowled well without success as did Greg ‘Hair Bear’ Compton and Elliott. After a lengthy break and a 5-over reduction, Hammer struck the first blow when Bream was caught by Greg R for 34. At this point Hammer brought Greg R into the attack and he bowled beautifully to take 2-44 including the wickets of Smith for 42 and former NCC boy Stephen Page for 30. His 10-over spell could have seen much better results, as he had 3 catches dropped as well (all Bambs). The malaise spread to others, as KJ dropped 2, Bambs a difficult 4th and Elliott one, gifting the oppo vital lives. The result was that they finished on 188 for 4, with the other wicket going to H-B.

We started reasonably well despite the ball ding all sorts on the helpful rack, but Bradders and Bambs were getting the measure of the bowling when another heavy shower forced them off yet again. The main enemy was time and there was a danger of the game being abandoned there and then. Thankfully the downpour ceased and the sun came out leaving us a revised target of 149 from 30 overs. From a base of 46 for 0 that meant we needed 103 from 19. Bradders went soon after the re-start bowled by one that kept low for a very good 26, which brought Gaz to the crease. Having only stepped in at the last minute to play, when Andy C was told not to travel, the run machine set about the target with his old mate Bambs (again only playing to get some time in the middle after 13 weeks out injured). Batting was still tricky but the runs came and momentum was steadily built with good running and punishment of any bad balls. The stand went past 50 as did Bambs and victory seemed assured. All of a sudden disaster struck as the wind changed and the clouds rolled over. It now became a race to see if we could either get the target in or get through 25 overs – despite an over of 14 runs and another of 8, agonisingly we could do neither as the heavens opened and flooded the square. Gaz was 28 no and Bambs 50 no at the end. So close to a key win, but hopefully lessons will be learnt (hold catches, don’t bowl wides) and 10 points does help our promotion push.
Rutland league – Whittlesey (away) – Won by 121 runs

With a game still to come against rock-bottom Kings Cliffe, this win effectively (but not mathematically) sealed promotion from Rutland 7. batting first, the experienced partnership of Wack & Marco added 86 in good time through sensible batting and good shot selection. Marco was the first to go for 26 and was followed shortly afterwards by the unfortunate Killer, who (typical of his luck at present) absolutely nailed one only to see the fielder put his hands up to protect his face and find the ball stuck! Greg R and Wack then added a further 25 before Wack finally fell for an excellent 76, confirming what we all thought, that at this level he will score shed loads of runs! Greg & Grease then added 24 before Greg was bowled for 21, leaving Grease to take up he late run charge with skipper KD. The stand was worth 49, when Grease became the 4th player to be bowled - like Marco - for 26. This left a late assault by KD (45 not out) and Hazza (5 not out) to take us up to 231 for 5.

 

They were never in the hunt after good accurate opening spells from Elliott (0-4 from 4 overs) and the returning globetrotter - RJ - who took 2-19 in his 7 overs. After a superb, miserly spell of 7 overs for just 10 runs from Hazza and 4 mixed overs from H-B, KD brought on his 2 top wicket takers - Fez and Greg R. There may be nearly 40 years difference between them but this year they have been effective and it proved so again, with Fez's wily swing/seam bowling proving too good for the opposition and resulting in an excellent haul of 5-34, whereas Greg's teasing leg-spin saw him claim another 3 victims, assisted by a sharp slip catch from Wack and an equally good stumping from Killer. Fittingly Fez wrapped up the game by sealing his 'Michelle' courtesy of another Killer stumping. As I say. mathematically, we still aren't up, but in reality we are now.
Hunts League – Orton Park 2’s (home) – Won – Orton Park conceded

Rutland League – Benefield (home) – Won as Benefield conceded
What an anti-climax! The boys were really looking forward to claiming promotion in style and ended up sitting at home or doing other things, as Benefield cried off at 10 o’clock. Great – we are up, but we just want to play cricket!! Well done Alan and everyone involved.

Hunts League – St Neots Town (home) – Won as St Neots conceded
What is it about our team of youngsters? Are they so terrifying that no-one wants to play them? Unbelievably the team 2nd placed in the table and our main rivals for going up, conceded on Friday night. By my calculations, 32 points from 4 games will see us up (on the basis that Eatn Socon 3rd’s get maximum points from all their games).

Hunts League – Huntingdon 2’s (home) – Lost by 4 wickets
 

Following the 50-point swing from yesterday’s concession by St Neots, there was less pressure on this game than there might have been, had we played and lost. That said, our opposition were always going to be strong and the inclusion of their 2 1st team opening bowlers/hard-hitting batters confirmed this. Add into the mix a damp pitch and a lost toss that meant we had to have first use and the overall equation was tough!

Wack & Andy opened up and were both undone by excellent deliveries before they had got double figures. Quick runs were hard to come by against an excellent attack, but Bradders accumulated 27 and Hazza 13 before both were dismissed. Gooders was run out for 3, but sensible batting and a respectable total arrived courtesy of an unlikely pairing – veteran DK and young Mitch Guest. The pair took the total to 135 with DK getting 32 not out and Mitch 26 not out. It proved to be about 20 runs short, but nonetheless it gave us something to bowl at. Greg Compton (I can’t call him Hair Bear now as he’s had it all cut off!) took 1-10 in an excellent 6 over spell and Hazza 1-23 from 7 as we bowled tidily at the start and frustrated them. Elliot dismissed their skipper courtesy of a brilliant diving catch from Andy before Fez got rid of the ver unpopular Phil Wright for 19. At this point we were well in it, but just as he had against the 1st team earlier in the season – Kumpukkal – smashed it about and won them the game. He got 52 before needlessly trying a reverse sweep off DK. DK got another victim before the end, but Huntingdon got home with 4 wickets and 4 overs to go to seal the title. Congratulations to them, but as a club I’m sure they would rather have the Div 1 title that we have!!!! Promotion from 4 to 3 is still very much in our control and hopefully we will be joining our visitors next season!
Friendly – Oundle Town (home) – Lost by 121 runs.
All that can be said is that this got the rust out of the legs and arms of some of the youngsters that hadn’t played for a while. We bowled poorly except for Lawty 4-32 (including a first over that went for 24) although Matt 2-30, Greg R and KJ did pick up wickets. When we batetd, shot selection was poor as we collapsed. Only Wack with an excellent knock of 46 that deserved a half century, Harry with a hard-hitting 38 and the ailing AJ 13 n.o got into double figures. Still, the BBQ afterwards was good.

Rutland League – Kings Cliffe (home) – Won by 5 wickets

This was the one that got away, as although we won, had we got the runs 2 overs earlier or bowled far fewer wides, we would have won the league, as Castor lost. One more point was all we needed. Whilst all the alds bowled reasonably well, the tally of 26 wides told the story on a breezy day. KJ took 3-17, Matt 3-13, Harry 1-44 and the 2 Gregs one wicket apiece as we restricted them to 136. We needed to get the runs in 27 overs to get 5 points and 34 overs to get 4. As it was we got them in the 37th, which proved crucial in the end. Coops & Wack got double-figures as did Matt 920), Harry (26) and KD (35), but we always struggled against a surprisingly motivated attack. DK and Greg were together as the win came, but not enough bonus points had been scored. Never mind, 2nd place was a brilliant effort and promotion is secure to division 6. Well done KD and the lads.

Hunts league – Eaton Socon (away) – Won by 4 wickets

Just as the first team had, we secured promotion at Socon, with a good win that was a lot tighter than it looked. They batted first and got to 172 courtesy of 43 and 25 from 1st team players Day & Childerley and 23 from Gowling. Our bowling and fielding was a lot tighter and the lads stuck to the task well. Harry got 2-34, Greg C 2-40 and Elliot 2-33. Greg R bowled well without getting a wicket, but the pick of the bowlers was Mitch Guest, who took 2-8 in 7 very tidy overs. Gaz chipped in with a superb direct hit run out and we went for a mega tea confident of success. That confidence disappeared a little when, after a decent start, Will-I-Am hit the first ball of young spinner Burns’ spell straight to the fielder to fall for 17. When Brad fell to a lazy drive soon after and Ben badly ran out Matt for 0, we were in trouble. Ben added quite a few with Gaz before swishing across the line and being bowled for 22. Greg R then helped Gaz add 32 before being caught behind and was followed next ball by Harry. Gaz was batting superbly and needed someone to stay with him, as there was not a lot left in the hutch! Thankfully Mitch played an absolute blinder and although he only scored 12 not out, he stayed there and kept one end safe whilst Gaz destroyed the bowling at the other end. The pair added 80 unbeaten runs to see us home with 5 overs to spare. Gaz was a magnificent 85 not out as we got home by 4 wickets to confirm promotion. Well done Matt & the lads.
Hunts League – Longstowe (home) – Won as Longstowe conceded

Hunts League – Ramsey 3’s (away) – Lost by 50 runs

Well, at least we got a game in, as at one stage Matt only had 7. In the end we travelled with 10, which included Greg’s mate from Town who thankfully was registered to play and Dunc who still had a broken finger. They started off like a house on fire, with 1st teamers Edwards and Buddle charging away but AJ took a good low catch to get rid of Edwards off Greg C (1-29). Typically Dunc got a skier down at fine leg and trying to protect his finger dropped it! It proved costly as he got 63 before being caught ont e boundary off AJ later on in the innings. Will-I-am calimed 3 -21 in a good 7 over spell and with catches being held, we started to claw it back. Unfortunately at 5 wickets down the turning point came as Greg had their skipper caught behind off inexplicably only for BJ not to give it and their bloke not to walk. It soured the game big time and his 65 not out didn’t mean anything at all. Greg finally got the wicket that took him level with Fez (26) for the year and AJ toiled away well for 2-28. Young Kyle had a daunting task off bowling the last 3 overs at one end, but did it well to earn 1-22. Ben’s keeping (with the gloves – not the time) was excellent as usual and he got 2 late stumpings as they ended on 210. The lds got off to a bad start and we were 3 down for only 19, effectively ending the chase. Kyle (7) and Greg (9) both fell caught behind and we were 5 down for just 58. At this point, the 2 most experienced members of the team came together (it says a lot that this was Matt & AJ!) and batted really sensibly. Matt took most of the early strike and hit a few boundaries and all of a sudden we were on target. Amid steady rain, Matt went past 50 and crunched one over the ropes as well. Ramsey became worried enough to bring on the 1st team speed merchant Edwards and although his 1st over went for 14, in his 2nd he got Matt caught & bowled hooking to end a stand of 98. Matt had made a career best 81 and had played a real captain’s innings. AJ now needed Harry to stay with him, but he got an absolute jaffa in the next over and was bowled for 0. Although young Greg C kept a couple out AJ had to try and go for it himself and was caught for 37. With no hope of winning or of AJ getting 50 Dunc stayed int he pavilion to protect that finger.
