Newborough Sixes 2010 
After the glorious weather of last year, this year’s event got going under grey skies and with a bit of a chill in the air. Group A started us off with Newborough Caribbean losing to defending champions Nassington by 30 runs, mainly due to 27 from overseas pro Danny de Saram. Football charity Free Kicks Foundation (effectively made up of Castor players) cruised through their first game, beating Uppingham by 44 runs courtesy of James Fountain’s 41 not out. Uppingham made amends next time by beating Newborough Caribbean by 20 runs, before Free Kicks sprung the surprise of the day by chasing down Nassington’s 48 with 4 wickets (Fountain again the main man with 24 not out) to spare. They made it a clean sweep in the group by thumping Newborough Caribbean by 5 wickets, when set a small target of 37. The final game was a winner take all clash between Uppingham & Nassington. Uppingham set a challenging total of 54 losing just one wicket in the process, but Nassington showed their mettle by reaching the target with one ball to spare. Free Kicks topped the group and Nassington were runners up.
Group B
New to the competition Stamford set the ball rolling with a 56 run demolition of Beer Munsters. Their score of 70 was to be the 3rd highest of the day and was far too many for the plucky Munsters. Fitzy’s All Stars put in a solid all round team effort to beat Ufford Park by 26 runs. Ufford bounced back straight away though, with Ross Keymer’s 35 not out being the main reason they chased Stamford’s 56 down in the last over. Fitzy’s All Stars recorded a 16-run win over the Munsters to set up an intriguing game against Stamford. With Ufford likely to improve their runs per ball figure against the Munsters, this effectively became another winner take all game as a Stamford win would take them through on run rate. Stamford batetd first but only amassed 41 for 3 in their 5 overs, which the All Stars knocked off for the loss of just one wicket, courtesy of Lee Peacock who hit 34 not out. True to form Ufford gave Beer Munsters a real thumping in the last game, recording the highest score of the day -90 – for no wickets. Ross Keymer hitting the highest individual score with 50 not out. The Munsters battled gamely scoring 40 for 1, with Jimmy Clarke 21 not out. Jimmy was delighted as he hit their first boundary of the day in that innings.
Group A table
	
	P
	W
	L
	Points
	Runs per ball

	Free Kicks Foundation
	3
	3
	0
	9
	1.83

	Nassington
	3
	2
	1
	6
	1.75

	Uppingham
	3
	1
	2
	3
	1.68

	Newborough Caribbean
	3
	0
	3
	0
	1.16



Group B table
	
	P
	W
	L
	Points
	Runs per ball

	Fitzy’s All Stars
	3
	3
	0
	9
	1.83

	Ufford Park
	3
	2
	1
	6
	2.16

	Stamford Town
	3
	1
	2
	3
	1.86

	Beer Munsters
	3
	0
	3
	0
	1.29




Semi Finals 
Free Kicks Foundation v Ufford Park
Free Kicks opted to bat and posted a challenging score of 57 for 0, courtesy of that man Fountain again who finished 37 not out. This meant that he had scored 116 runs during the day without being dismissed, which was a remarkable effort. Unfortunately for him, his efforts were in vain, as Ufford got their target with 2 balls to spare with 3 wickets in hand. 6 were needed off the last over, which crucially contained 2 wides, giving them the breathing space they needed. The Ufford innings did however contain the most spectacular play of the day when Luke Brockman threw himself high to his right running round the boundary in front of the bar and plucked the ball out of the air. A truly brilliant catch that received a standing ovation from everyone – even the batsman on the receiving end!
Final score Free Kicks 57 for 0 – Ufford Park 58 for 2 
Nassington v Fitzy’s All Stars
This rematch of last year’s final failed to live up to expectations, as Fitzy’s team only posted a modest 42 for 4 in their innings, with only Lee peacock getting going with 21, taking his own personal tally to >100 for the day. This was never going to be enough and so it proved, with Nassington cruising home without loss, with De Saram scoring 37 of them.
Final
Nassington v Ufford Park
Last year’s final went down to the last ball and this year followed suit with the result in doubt throughout. Nassington batted and took 15 off the first over, but were then pegged back by a quite brilliant over by Bopodra, who conceded just 2 runs. His work however was undone in the next over when De Saram took a liking to Peter Taylor and dispatched him for 4 huge sixes in an over that cost 31 runs. Ultimately this would prove to be the turning point. 24 came from the last 2 overs despite De Saram being out for 48, leaving Ufford a daunting 73 to win. Despite losing a wicket off the first ball due to a mix up with the calling that resulted in a run out, the reply got off to a solid start with 13 from the first over and 18 from the next, leaving them up with the rate. 13 came from each of the next 2, with Taylor and Keymer hitting it to all parts, before the former was caught for 19. 13 runs from the penultimate over meant that 15were needed from the last. A boundary from the 2nd ball left 10 from 4 but Nassington’s bowlers held their nerve and restricted them to just 4 from the next 3. This meant 6 were needed from the last ball. The bowler won the battle though as Ufford only managed a single, leaving Nassington the winners and a successful defence of their crown.
A cracking day of cricket that finished in glorious sunshine. In terms of individual honours:
Most runs:	Ross Keymer 143
Danny De Saram 119
James Fountain 116 without being dismissed
Lee Peacock 101
Champagne moment – Luke Brockman (Free Kicks)  for his stunning boundary catch.

