Newborough Sixes 2011 
After the original attempt to play in May was abandoned due to torrential rain, we had another go on the August Bank Holiday, hoping for better weather. It was dry, but a chilling wind kept the temperature low for most of the day apart from short periods where the sun came out and it was very warm. Matters were not helped by the very late drop out of one team – CAMRA – which caused a major headache, as a 7 team tournament doesn’t work. However, thanks to some excellent flexibility from all concerned it was agreed that the missing team would be substituted by a mix of players from other teams just to ensure everyone had 3 games. It was also agreed that we would go with 5 ball overs in the group stage because of the likely time lost through a helicopter landing. Group A got us underway with a repeat of the first game in May as the Inbetweeners, thanks to some excellent batting by Will-I-am beat Fitzy’s All Stars by 16 runs. Ufford Park then defeated Poisson’s Party Rockers (PPR) by the same margin. This result was settled by an outstanding boundary line catch by Andy Larkin that denied Hoggy another 6. Had he cleared the rope PPR would probably have gone on to win. Fitzy’s team then beat PPR by 14 runs before Ufford hammered Inbetweeners by 20. Final set of matches saw Ufford definitely through, but any one of the other 3 teams could join them. PPR – thanks to another strong show by Hoggy – recorded their first win by beating Inbetweeners, however, when Will-I-am hit the last ball of the game for 6, it put PPR out on run rate. Had it gone for 4, PPR would have progressed. It was that tight. This still meant that Fitzy’s All Stars would go through if they could score 52 or more, irrespective of whether they lost or not. Unfortunately they had a mare and were all out for just 38, which Ufford knocked off with 4 balls to go. Ufford Park therefore retained their 100% record and topped the group with Inbetweeners going through as runners up..

Group B

This group was the one most affected by the late drop out and got underway with Stamford taking on a team made up of players from other sides or who were not intending to play. A strong batting performance from Gaz Clingo saw the Fill Ins get to a respectable 54. It was tight throughout but Stamford sneaked home off the last ball in the first really tight game of the day. With Loddington stuck in an accident on the A14, Stamford played again this time against Justin’s Presidents team and with their strong team playing Justin’s weak team – again 3 core members plus 3 fill ins – it was a one-sided affair as Stamford won by 45. Loddington finally made it just in time for their first game and posted a total of 58 against the Fill Ins. Clingo again performed well in reply, but in another close game Loddington ran out winners by 9. They had to go again soon after and had an easier time of it as they beat the President’s team by 27 ensuring qualification to the semi finals. The last 2 games saw further changes to the Fill Ins as they beat the president’s team by 18. The final match would decide who went through as group winners and Stamford posted a challenging score of 57, with the innings highlighted by a stunning boundary catch by Dave Shelford. In reply Loddington fell short by 19 meaning that Stamford topped the group and they finished runners up.
Group A table
	
	P
	W
	L
	Points
	Runs per ball

	Ufford Park
	3
	3
	0
	9
	2.31

	The Inbetweeners
	3
	1
	2
	3
	2.19

	Poisson’s Party Rockers
	3
	1
	2
	3
	2.17

	Fitzy’s All Stars
	3
	1
	2
	3
	2.01


Group B table

	
	P
	W
	L
	Points
	Runs per ball

	Stamford
	3
	3
	0
	9
	2.52

	Loddington
	3
	2
	1
	6
	2.28

	The Fill Ins
	3
	1
	2
	3
	2.17

	All The Presidents Men
	3
	0
	3
	0
	1.61


Semi Finals 

Loddington v Ufford Park

Ufford Park won the toss and elected to bowl first, as the format reverted to the standard 6 ball overs. Loddington posted a challenging total of 58 with a good all round batting display. In reply, Ufford lost Larkin early on to another spectacular catch by Shelford, but they managed to stay in touch with the run rate throughout. The game turned on the last ball of the 4th over when with 14 needed a wide was bowled leaving just 10 off the final 6 balls. An early boundary swung it in Ufford’s favour, but just 2 off the next 3 balls took it to the wire. At this point the NCC outfield played a cruel part as a shot that was heading straight for the fielder – and therefore just a single – landed and took off at right angles to beat the fielder and win the game. A really cruel and unlucky way to end what ha d abeen a great game.
Stamford v The Inbetweeners
Having been asked to bat first, Will-I-am led his team into the final with a stunning display of hitting. Official individual scores were not recorded, but Will must have got 50 of his team’s score of 63 as they posted a really strong total. In reply Stamford never really got going and lost wickets steadily, coming to the final over needing 18 to win. A good catch and a running mix up ended the game with Inbetweeners winners by 17. Considering they were one ball away from going out, to reach the final was an amazing achievement for the youngsters.
Final

Inbetweeners v Ufford Park

Having asked Inbetweeners to bat, Ufford Park – last year’s beaten finalists – knew they had to stop Will scoring. They couldn’t to begin with, but then with him starting to look threatening and in danger of cutting loose, he was caught and the momentum swung big time to Ufford. The home crowd knew the young lads now faced an uphill struggle and so it proved as runs dried up and the final total of 47 was not expected to be enough. Ufford came out all guns blazing and were quickly in charge despite losing an early wicket. Victory came at a canter with more than an over to spare, leaving Ufford to claim their first title at the 3rd time of asking.
Overall, the day had been a real success considering the numerous hurdles that had been overcome at short notice and for this everyone needs to be thanked, as without their flexible attitudes we could not have got through it the way we did and it would have been a disaster. 

Well done, Ufford Park, but also to Loddington’s Dave Shelford for his brilliant performance in the field and to Will-I-am who was the stand out batsman of the day.

