Whitsun Bank Holiday Monday saw the first ever Newborough sixes tournament take place, contested by 8 teams from 7 different clubs. Only Newborough had two teams albeit these were a mix of club players and work colleagues/friends. Teams were split into two groups of 4, with the matches panning out as follows:
Group A – Uppingham Young Guns; Ufford Park; Nassington and Fitzy’s All Stars
Just after 10 am Uppingham & Ufford kicked things off, with Uppingham coming out on top by 8 runs in a close game. Fitzy’s All Stars then beat Nassington by 7 runs in an equally close affair, before winning a thriller against Uppingham by 2 runs to take charge of the group. The latter victory looked unlikely with only 9 needed from the last over, but Jason ‘Pharaoh’ Newman held his nerve to secure the win. With Nassington knocking Ufford out with a 16 run victory, we went into the last set of games with all to play for. In the closest game of the day so far, Nassington won the ‘winner-takes-all’ shoot out with Uppingham by one run to sneak into the semi-finals. Although already through, Fitzy’s All Stars surprisingly lost to Ufford thank to Peter Taylor smashing 20 off the last over to seal a famous comeback win.

Group B – Newborough Caribbean; Bronte’s Dinosaurs; Upwood & Fenland Poachers

Newborough Caribbean and Bronte’s Dinosaurs kicked off proceedings in this group, with NC coming out on top for the loss of just one wicket thanks to good batting from Andy Cadogan. Upwood beat Fenland Poachers by 6 runs and then repeated the dose against Newborough Caribbean in what turned out to be the only controversial point of the day. A rare scoring error saw a discrepancy between Upwood scoring and official score & after a debate, the total was adjusted from 58 to 70. Newborough Caribbean chased hard and looked like securing victory as Cadogan & Matt Cawley smashed the ball about, but in the end they came up 6 short. Bronte’s Dinosaurs then beat Fenland Poachers – thanks to Ian Hancock’s 32 - losing just one wicket in the process. This put Fenland Poachers out of the competition but left the other 3 teams still able to qualify and with places potentially to be decided on run rate. Newborough Caribbean did all they could by beating Fenland Poachers by 3 wickets off the last ball, but were still not certain to go through, as a quick win by Bronte’s Dinosaurs over Upwood would eliminate them. All possible permutations became academic as Upwood won comfortably as Bronte’s Dinosaurs only scored 24 (lowest of the day) to lose by 31 runs.
Semi-finals: Newborough Caribbean v Fitzy’s All Stars and Nassington v Upwood

Whilst it was great to see the two youngest teams get through to the semis, unfortunately for them it was a step too far as their more senior opponents were too strong and easily progressed to the final. In the first match, Andy Fitzgibbon blasted a day’s best score of 55 and Ross Harris smashed 36 not out as Fitzy’s All Stars amassed a massive 96 in their innings to leave NC with an impossible task. The fact that they only fell 30 short (having lost a wicket first ball) speaks volumes for their character – Matt Cawley hit 33 not out in the vain attempt. In the other semi, Upwood batted first and were restricted by some excellent bowling to just 38, which Nassington knocked off for just one wicket with an over to spare. Again, Upwood’s youngsters could be proud of their efforts.
The final – Nassington v Fitzy’s All Stars
Fitzy’s All Stars elected to bat and scored an above average and challenging 62 in their innings. Crucially – as it turned out – they failed to score off the last 3 balls of the innings bowled by Harry Chapple. Ross Harris was the top scorer with 35 before being bowled attempting a big hit. In reply, the match swung one way and then the other with Fitzy’s All Stars holding the early advantage when Andy Dair was caught. As balls passed, it was still anyone’s game especially as the light was fading. Tension was growing and it came down to 9 off the last over. This time Jason couldn’t repeat his earlier heroics as with the scores tied, Harry Chapple squeezed out the final ball for a scampered single to snatch victory. Chapple finished 48 not out and had there been one, he would have won the man-of-the match award. 

In terms of drama, NCC couldn’t have written a better script with most matches being tight, group positions being decided in the last games and the final being won off the very last ball. It was a long but very enjoyable day that was blessed with great weather and great support from a host of volunteers from within and outside NCC. The day was a big success and hopefully we will be running it again next year. Photos are being prepared at present and will be sent to each club and then put on to the website as soon as possible.

Results summary:

Group A
	Uppingham
	v
	Ufford Park
	Uppingham won by 8 runs

	Fitzy’s All Stars
	v
	Nassington
	Fitzy’s All Stars won by 7 runs

	Fitzy’s All Stars
	v
	Uppingham
	Fitzy’s All Stars won by 2 runs

	Nassington
	v
	Ufford Park
	Nassington won by 16 runs

	Nassington
	v 
	Uppingham
	Nassington won by 1 run

	Ufford Park
	v
	Fitzy’s All Stars
	Ufford Park won by 3 wkts


Group A Table:

	
	Played
	Won
	Lost
	Runs per Ball
	Points

	Fitzy’s All Stars
	3
	2
	1
	2.04
	6

	Nassington
	3
	2
	1
	1.80
	6

	Uppingham
	3
	1
	2
	1.83
	3

	Ufford Park
	3
	1
	2
	1.80
	3


Group B

	Newborough Caribbean
	v
	Bronte’s Dinosaurs
	Newborough Caribbean won by 4 wkts

	Upwood
	v
	Fenland Poachers
	Upwood won by 6 runs

	Upwood
	v
	Newborough Caribbean
	Upwood won by 6 runs

	Bronte’s Dinosaurs
	v
	Fenland Poachers
	Bronte’s Dinosaurs won by 4 wkts

	Newborough Caribbean
	v 
	Fenland Poachers
	Newborough Caribbean won by 3 wkts

	Upwood
	v
	Bronte’s Dinosaurs
	Upwood won by 31 runs


Group B Table:

	
	Played
	Won
	Lost
	Runs per Ball
	Points

	Upwood
	3
	3
	0
	1.98
	9

	Newborough Caribbean
	3
	2
	1
	1.93
	6

	Bronte’s Dinosaurs
	3
	1
	2
	1.37
	3

	Fenland Poachers
	3
	0
	3
	1.49
	0


Top scores: *= not out

	Andy Fitzgibbon 55
	Harry Chapple 48* 
	Andy Dair 45*

	Andy Cadogan 39*
	Peter Taylor 37*
	Ross Harris 36*

	Ross Harris 35
	Ross Harris 33*
	Matt Cawley 33*

	Matt Cawley 32*
	Ian Hancock 32*
	


